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Reinforced concrete wall footing design
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Reinforced concrete wall footing design example provides a comprehensive understanding of
how to plan, calculate, and construct a stable foundation for load-bearing walls. Proper footing
design is crucial in ensuring the stability, durability, and safety of any structure. This article offers a
detailed example to guide engineers, architects, and students through the essential steps involved
in designing a reinforced concrete wall footing, including load assessment, material selection,
reinforcement detailing, and compliance with relevant codes.

Understanding the Basics of Wall Footing Design
What is a Wall Footing?
A wall footing is a type of shallow foundation that transmits the load from a wall to the ground. It
distributes the load over a larger area of soil to prevent excessive settlement or failure. Wall footings
are typically used for load-bearing walls in residential, commercial, and industrial buildings.
Objectives of Designing a Reinforced Concrete Wall Footing

- To safely transfer the load from the wall to the soil

- To prevent excessive settlement or sliding

- To resist overturning and uplift

- To comply with local building codes and standards
- To optimize material use for cost-effectiveness

Step-by-Step Reinforced Concrete Wall Footing Design Example
1. Define Structural Loads and Dimensions
Suppose we are designing a wall footing for a load-bearing wall supporting a residential building.

The following parameters are assumed:

- Wall length (L): 6 meters
- Wall height (H): 3 meters
- Load per unit length of the wall (including dead load and live load): 20 kN/m
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- Soil bearing capacity (qu): 150 kPa (kiloPascals)
- Minimum footing width (b): To be determined
- Concrete grade: C25/30 (f'c = 25 MPa)
- Reinforcement steel: TMT bars with fy = 415 MPa
Note: These values should be refined based on actual structural plans and site investigations.
2. Calculate the Total Load and Bearing Pressure
The total load (W) supported by the footing:
\[W=q\times L\
Where:
-\(q\) = load per unit length = 20 kN/m
-\(L\) = length of the wall =6 m
\[
W = 20 \text{ kN/m} \times 6 \text{ m} = 120 \text{kN}
\
The average soil pressure under the footing:
\[
g_{soil} = \frac{WHA}
\
where \( A = b \times d\), with \( d \) being the effective depth.
The maximum allowable soil bearing capacity:
\[

g_{allow} = 150 \text{ kPa}
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\

To prevent bearing capacity failure:

\[

A \geq \frac{W}{q_{allow}} = \frac{120 \text{kN}}{150 \text{kPa}} = 0.8 \text{ m}"2
\

Choosing a preliminary footing width:

\[

b =\sqrt{A} \approx \sqrt{0.8} \approx 0.9 \text{ m}

\

To provide a margin, select b = 1.2 meters.

Note: The footing length (perpendicular to the wall) should be designed to handle uplift and stability,
but for simplicity, we're focusing on the width here.

3. Determine the Effective Depth (d)

The effective depth is critical for reinforcement detailing. It should be enough to resist bending and
shear.

Assuming:
- Cover to reinforcement: 50 mm
- Diameter of main reinforcement bars: 16 mm (diameter = 16 mm)
Calculate the total depth:
\[
d = \text{total depth} - \text{cover} - \frac{\text{bar diameter}}{2}

\
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Choose a total depth \( D \):

\[

D = 600 \text{ mm}

\

Therefore:

\[

d = 600 \text{ mm} - 50 \text{ mm} - 8 \text{ mm} = 542 \text{ mm}
\

Round it to 550 mm for practical purposes.

4. Reinforcement Detailing

Designing reinforcement involves determining the amount and arrangement of steel bars to resist
bending and shear.

a) Bending Reinforcement (Main Bars):

Using the limit state design method:

Calculate the factored load:

\[

W_{fact} = 1.5 \times W = 1.5 \times 120 \text{kN} = 180 \text{kN}
\

Calculate the required moment:

\[

M_u = \frac{W_{fact} \times \text{overhang}}{2}
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\
Assuming the load acts at the center, with a simple span:
\[
M_u = \frac{180 \text{kN} \times 3 \text{ m}}{2} = 270 \text{kNm}
\
Determine the required area of steel (\(A_s\)):
\[
M u=087fyA s(d-a2)
\
Where:
- \(a\) = depth of the equivalent rectangular stress block
- For preliminary calculation, assume \(a \approx 0.9 \times d = 495 \text{ mm}\)
Rearranged:
\[
A_s =\frac{M_u}{0.87 f_y (d - a/2)}
\
Substituting values:
\[
A_s =\frac{270 \times 107"6}{0.87 \times 415 \times (550 - 495)}
\

\[

Vol. 2025, Issue 11
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A_s\approx \frac{270 \times 10"6}0.87 \times 415 \times 55} \approx \frac{270 \times 10"6}{19,846}
\approx 13,620 \text{ mm}"2

\
Select reinforcement bars:
- Using 16 mm bars (\(A_b = 201 \text{ mm}"2\))
- Number of bars:
\[
n = \frac{A_sHA_b} = \frac{13,620}{201} \approx 68 \text{ bars}
\
This is impractical; hence, increase bar size or reduce span. Typically, for a wall footing, a practical
reinforcement layout might be:
- 4 bars of 20 mm diameter (\(A_b = 4 \times 314 = 1256 \text{ mm}"2\))
- Additional reinforcement as needed.
b) Shear Reinforcement:

Design shear reinforcement ( stirrups):

- Shear force:

\[

V_u = \frac{W_{fact}}{2} = 90 \text{kN}

\

- Shear capacity of concrete:

\[
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V_c = 0.6 \sqgrt{f'c} \times b \times d

\

\[

V_c = 0.6 \times \sgrt{25} \times 1.2 \times 0.55 \approx 0.6 \times 5 \times 1.2 \times 0.55 \approx
1.98 \text{ kN}

\

Since \(V_u\) exceeds \(V_c\), shear reinforcement is needed.

Design stirrups with:

- Spacing:

\[

s \leq \frac{0.87 f y A {st} d}{V_u}

\

Assuming 8 mm stirrups:

\[

A_{st} = 8 \text{ mm} \times 2 = 16 \text{ mm}"2

\

Calculate:

\[

s = \frac{0.87 \times 415 \times 16 \times 0.5590} \approx 33 \text{ mm}

\

Practically, use stirrups spaced at 150 mm centers.
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5. Checking for Structural Stability

Overturning and Sliding

- The footing must resist overturning moments and sliding forces.

- The soil's passive earth pressure and lateral forces should be evaluated.

- Typically, a safety factor of 3 is used.

Settlement and Bearing Capacity
- The footing width ensures the soil's bearing capacity isn't exceeded.
- Reinforced concrete footings also help distribute loads evenly.

Additional Considerations in Design
Code Compliance

- Follow local standards such as ACI 318, Eurocode 2, or IS 456.

- Ensure minimum reinforcement ratios (e.g., 0.15% to 0.25%).
Construction Aspects

- Proper curing

- Adequate formwork

- Quality control of concrete and reinforcement placement
Environmental Factors

- Use of corrosion-resistant reinforcement if in aggressive environments

- Adequate drainage around the footing

Conclusion

Vol. 2025, Issue 11

Designing a reinforced concrete wall footing involves a systematic approach that considers load

calculations, soil properties, material strengths, reinforcement detailing,
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Reinforced Concrete Wall Footing Design Example: A Comprehensive Guide

Designing reinforced concrete wall footings is a fundamental aspect of structural engineering,
ensuring stability, safety, and longevity of load-bearing walls. This detailed review provides an
in-depth example of designing a reinforced concrete wall footing, covering all critical aspects from
load analysis to detailing, with practical calculations and considerations.

Introduction to Wall Footings

Wall footings are structural elements that distribute the load from a wall to the ground, preventing
settlement or failure. They are typically used for load-bearing walls in residential, commercial, and
industrial structures.

Key Objectives of Wall Footing Design:

- Transfer wall loads safely to the ground

- Resist overturning, sliding, and settlement

- Provide adequate bearing capacity

- Accommodate settlements without cracking or failure

Step 1. Understanding the Structural Load

The first essential step in designing a wall footing is to determine the loads it must carry. These
loads generally include:

- Dead Load (DL): Permanent loads such as the weight of the wall, embedded finishes, and
structural components.

- Live Load (LL): Variable loads like occupancy, furniture, or equipment.

- Other Loads: Wind, seismic, or special loads if applicable (though often transferred through
other structural elements).

Example Data:
Suppose we have a load-bearing wall with the following parameters:
- Wall length \(L =6\, m\)

- Wall height \(h_{wall} = 3\, m\)
- Wall thickness \(t_{wall} = 0.3\, m\)
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- Material densities:
- Concrete: \(2.4\, KN/m”3\)
- Brick or block infill (if any): negligible for this example
Calculating Dead Load:
\[
\text{Dead Load per unit length} = \text{Wall cross-sectional area} \times \text{Density}
\
\[
\Rightarrow DL_{per\\m} = t_{wall} \times h_{wall} \times \text{Density}
\
\[
DL_{per\,m} = 0.3\, m \times 3\, m \times 2.4\, KN/m”"3 = 0.3 \times 3 \times 2.4 = 2.16\, kN/m
\
Total load along the wall:
\[
Q_{total} = DL_{per\,m} \times L = 2.16\, kN/m \times 6\, m = 12.96\, kN
\
Adding an estimated live load:
\[
LL_{per\,m} = 1.0\, KN/m \quad \text{(assuming typical occupancy load)}
\

Total load:
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Q_({total} = (2.16 + 1.0) \times 6 = 3.16 \times 6 = 18.96\, kN

\

Step 2: Selecting the Footing Type and Dimensions

For wall footings, the common types are strip footings and isolated footings. Given the continuous
wall load, a strip footing is typical.

Initial Dimensions:
- Width \(b\): to be determined based on load and soil bearing capacity
- Thickness \(d\): generally \(0.5 \times b\) or as per code
Step 3: Soil Bearing Capacity and Footing Width
The footing must be designed to prevent excessive settlement and bearing failure.
Soil Bearing Capacity:
- Assume a safe bearing capacity \(q_{allow}\) of the soil, based on geotechnical report.
- For this example, take:
\[
g_{allow} = 150\, kN/m"2
\
Design Load per unit length:
\[
g_{load} = \frac{Q_{total}}{L} = \frac{18.96\, KN}{6\, m} = 3.16\, KN/m

\
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Minimum Footing Width:

\[

b_{min} = \frac{g_{load}}{q_{allow}} = \frac{3.16}{150} \approx 0.021\, m
\

This is negligible; however, practical considerations require larger widths for stability and
constructability.

Code Recommendations:
- Typical minimum width for a wall footing ranges from 0.75 m to 1.0 m.
- For safety and constructability, select \(b = 1.0\, m\).
Step 4: Checking Structural Stability
4.1. Bearing Capacity Check:
Ensure that the pressure transmitted to the soil does not exceed \(q_{allow}\):
\[
g_{bearing} = \frac{Q_{total}}{b \times L} = \frac{18.96\, KN}{1.0\, m \times 6\, m} = 3.16\, kKN/m"2
\
Since \(3.16
4.2. Overturning and Sliding:
- The overturning moment around the edge:
\[
M_{overturn} = Q_{total} \times \frac{L}{2} = 18.96\, kN \times 3\, m = 56.88\, kN \cdot m

\



Reinforced concrete wall footing design example Reference Vol. 2025, Issue 11

- Resisting moment from the weight of the footing and wall:
Assuming the footing's own weight acts at its centroid:
\[

W_{footing} = b \times d \times \gamma_c

\

Assuming:
- Concrete unit weight \(\gamma_c = 24\, kKN/m~3\)
- Footing thickness \(d = 0.5\, m\)

\[

W_{footing} = 1.0 \times 0.5 \times 24 = 12\, kN

\

The resisting moment:

\[

M_{resist} = W_{footing} \times \frac{b}{2} = 12\, kN \times 0.5\, m = 6\, kN \cdot m
\

This is less than the overturning moment, indicating the footing is unstable against overturning. To
counteract this, the footing width or weight must be increased, or additional reinforcement provided.

Step 5: Reinforcement Detailing
Reinforcement is key to ensuring the structure can resist bending, shear, and cracking.

5.1. Bending Reinforcement:

- Determine the bending moment at critical sections.
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- Use the ultimate moment \(M_u\):
Assuming an ultimate load factor of 1.5:
\[
M_u = 1.5 \times 56.88 = 85.32\, kN \cdot m

\

- Reinforcement Calculations:
Using the simplified formula:
\[

A_s =\frac{M_u}{0.87 \times f_y \times z}

\
where:

- \(f_y\) = yield strength of reinforcement, say 415 MPa

- \(2\) = lever arm, approximately 0.9d; with \(d = 0.5\, m\), \(z \approx 0.45\, m\)
\[

A_s =\frac{85,320 \times 10”3\, N \cdot mm}0.87 \times 415\, MPa \times 450\, mm} \approx
\frac{85,320,000}{0.87 \times 415 \times 450} \approx \frac{85,320,000}{162,622.5} \approx 524.7\,
mm~”2

\

- Reinforcement per meter length:
\[

A_s/m =\frac{524.7\, mm”2}{6\, m} \approx 87.45\, mm”"2/m
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\

- Rebar selection:
Using 16 bars (diameter 16 mm):
\[
A_{rebar} = \frac{\pi}{4} \times (16)"2 \approx 201\, mm~"2
\
Number of bars per meter:
\[
n = \frac{87.45}{201} \approx 0.43
\
Thus, at least 1 bar of 16 mm diameter per meter is sufficient.
5.2. Shear Reinforcement:
Calculate shear forces and provide stirrups accordingly, especially near the critical sections.
Step 6: Detailing and Construction Considerations
Proper reinforcement detailing ensures the structural integrity and durability of the footing.
Key Aspects:
- Provide main reinforcement bars along the length of the footing.
- Use stirrups or shear links to resist shear forces.
- Maintain adequate cover (usually 50-75 mm) to prevent corrosion.
- Provide development lengths for bars.

- Include key or dowel bars if the footing connects to other structural elements.

Additional Details:
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- Reinforcement spacing should be within code limits, typically not exceeding 300 mm.
- Use appropriate anchorage and lap lengths.
- Ensure proper compaction and curing of concrete.

Step 7: Final Checks and Code Compliance
Ensure the design adheres to relevant standards such as ACI

QuestionAnswer What are the key steps involved in designing a reinforced concrete wall footing?
The key steps include determining load requirements, selecting appropriate footing dimensions,
calculating reinforcement details, checking for structural stability and serviceability limits, and
ensuring compliance with relevant codes and standards. How do you calculate the footing size for a
reinforced concrete wall? The footing size is calculated based on the load transferred from the wall,
soil bearing capacity, and safety factors. Typically, the width is chosen to distribute the load
effectively, ensuring the soil bearing pressure remains within permissible limits, often using formulas
like B = (total load) / (soil bearing capacity). What factors influence the reinforcement details in a
wall footing design? Factors include load magnitude, footing dimensions, soil conditions, concrete
strength, bending moments, shear forces, and code requirements. Proper reinforcement ensures
adequate strength and ductility to resist these forces. How is the punching shear checked in a
reinforced concrete wall footing? Punching shear is checked by calculating the shear force around
the column or wall base and comparing it with the shear capacity of the concrete and reinforcement.
The shear capacity is evaluated using formulas like Vc = 0.6?f?c b d, ensuring the actual shear does
not exceed this value. What are common reinforcement detailing practices in reinforced concrete
wall footings? Common practices include providing main reinforcement in the bottom of the footing
to resist bending, distribution reinforcement to control cracking, and stirrups or shear links for shear
resistance. Reinforcement is typically placed with proper spacing and anchorage as per codes. How
do you ensure the stability of a reinforced concrete wall footing against sliding and overturning?
Stability is ensured by checking the factor of safety against sliding (by comparing the frictional
resistance and lateral forces) and overturning (by calculating moments about the edge). Adequate
weight, friction, and reinforcement details are incorporated to maintain stability. What is the typical
concrete strength used in reinforced concrete wall footing design? A common concrete strength
used is M20 to M30 (characteristic compressive strength of 20 MPa to 30 MPa), depending on
project requirements, structural loads, and local standards. How does soil bearing capacity affect the
design of a reinforced concrete wall footing? Soil bearing capacity limits the maximum load the
footing can safely transfer to the ground. A lower soil bearing capacity requires larger footing
dimensions or reinforcement adjustments to prevent excessive settlement or failure. Can you
provide a simple example of a reinforced concrete wall footing design calculation? Certainly! For a
wall with a load of 200 kN, soil bearing capacity of 150 kPa, and a footing width B, the minimum
footing width is B = 200 / 150 = 1.33 m. Reinforcement is then designed based on bending moments
and shear forces calculated from the load and footing dimensions, ensuring compliance with code
standards.
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Related keywords: reinforced concrete footing design, footing load calculation, footing size
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design examples, concrete strength requirements, footing shear design, footing bending moment
analysis

eccentric footing design example

Eccentric Footing Design Example: An In-Depth Guide

eccentric footing design example serves as a practical illustration for civil engineers and structural
designers to understand how to effectively plan and execute footing layouts that accommodate load
eccentricities while maintaining stability and safety. An eccentric footing, also known as an offset
footing, is a type of foundation that is intentionally designed with its load-bearing surface offset from
the centroid of the supported load. This design approach is essential when dealing with uneven load
distributions, existing structural constraints, or specific architectural requirements.

In this comprehensive article, we will delve into a detailed eccentric footing design example,
exploring the fundamental principles, calculation steps, and practical considerations involved.
Whether you are a student, engineer, or professional seeking to refresh your knowledge, this guide
aims to clarify the process and provide a solid foundation for designing eccentric footings effectively.

Understanding Eccentric Footings
What Is an Eccentric Footing?

An eccentric footing is a foundation that is intentionally offset from the load's centroid to better
distribute loads, avoid existing underground obstacles, or satisfy architectural constraints. Unlike a
concentric footing, which centers directly under the load, an eccentric footing's load is positioned
off-center, leading to a moment that influences the design.

Applications of Eccentric Footings

- When loads are unevenly distributed.

- To accommodate space constraints or existing underground structures.
- To minimize excavation or disturbance to surrounding structures.

- For supporting walls where load eccentricity is common.
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Advantages and Disadvantages
Advantages:
- Flexibility in design to accommodate site constraints.
- Reduced material costs by optimizing footing size.
- Better load distribution in specific scenarios.
Disadvantages:
- Increased complexity in design calculations.

- Higher moment considerations compared to concentric footings.
- Potential for uneven settlement if not properly designed.

Fundamental Principles of Eccentric Footing Design
Load Analysis
Before designing an eccentric footing, it is vital to analyze the loads acting on the structure. This

includes:

- Dead loads (permanent/static loads).
- Live loads (variable loads).
- Additional loads such as wind or seismic forces, if applicable.

Determining Load Eccentricity

The eccentricity (e) is the horizontal distance between the load's actual point of application and the
centroid of the footing. It influences the bending moments and shear forces in the footing.

Formula:
\[ e = \frac{MKQ} \]

Where:

-\( M\) = Moment due to eccentricity.
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-\( Q\) = Vertical load on the footing.
Step-by-Step Eccentric Footing Design Example
Let's consider a practical example to illustrate the design process.
Design Parameters:

- Load (Q): 800 kN

- Eccentricity (e): 0.5 m

- Soil Bearing Capacity (\( q_{allow}\) ): 150 kPa (kiloPascal)

- Concrete Strength (\(f_{ck}\) ): 25 MPa

- Factor of Safety: 3

Step 1: Calculate the Effective Area of the Footing

Since the load is eccentric, the footing must be designed to prevent the footing from overturning or
excessive settlement.

Determine the required area (A):

\[ A =\frac{Q}{q_{allow}} \]

\[ A =\frac{800\, \text{kN}}{150\, \text{kPa}} = \frac{800,000\, \text{N}}{150,000\, \text{N/m}*2}
\approx 5.33\, \text{m}*2 \]

Step 2: Decide the Footing Dimensions and Shape

Assuming a rectangular footing with length \( L \) and width \( B \):

- To accommodate eccentricity, the footing should be designed to resist moments caused by the
load offset.
Suppose we choose an initial dimension:

-\( B =2\, \text{m}\)
- \( L = \frac{AKB} = \frac{5.33H{2} \approx 2.67\, \text{m}\)
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Step 3: Check for Bending and Shear

Calculate the eccentricity's effect on the footing:

- The overturning moment (\( M \) ) due to load eccentricity:
\[ M = Q \times e = 800\, \text{kN} \times 0.5\, \text{m} = 400\, \text{kNm} \]
- The bearing pressure distribution will be triangular, with maximum pressure at the edge closest
to the eccentric load.
Step 4: Reinforcement and Structural Checks
Design the reinforcement to resist bending moments and shear forces. Use standard code
provisions (e.g., IS 456, Eurocode) to determine:
- Tensile reinforcement in the footing.
- Shear reinforcement if the shear exceeds permissible limits.
Step 5: Finalize Dimensions and Verify Safety
Apply safety factors:
- Adjust footing dimensions to ensure maximum bearing pressure does not exceed \( q_{allow} \)

divided by the factor of safety.
- Confirm that the footing's width and length are sufficient to prevent overturning and sliding.

Practical Considerations in Eccentric Footing Design
Soil Conditions and Bearing Capacity

Ensure that the soil can sustain the loads without excessive settlement or failure. Conduct
geotechnical investigations to obtain accurate bearing capacity values.

Overturning and Sliding Checks
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- Overturning Moment: The moment caused by eccentric load should be less than the resisting
moment provided by the footing's weight.

- Sliding Resistance: The horizontal shear force should be resisted by friction between the footing
and soil, considering the soil's coefficient of friction.

Settlement Analysis

Calculate expected settlements based on soil properties, load distribution, and footing dimensions to
prevent uneven settlement.

Design for Serviceability

Ensure that the eccentricity does not cause excessive tilting or uneven load distribution, leading to
structural or architectural issues.

Summary of Key Steps in Designing an Eccentric Footing

- Determine the load and eccentricity.

- Calculate the required footing area based on soil bearing capacity.

- Select initial footing dimensions considering load eccentricity.

- Check for stability against overturning, sliding, and bearing capacity failure.
- Design reinforcement to resist bending moments and shear forces.

- Verify settlements and serviceability criteria.

- Finalize dimensions and reinforcement details.

Conclusion

Designing an eccentric footing involves understanding the load eccentricity's implications on stability
and structural safety. Through a step-by-step approach, we can ensure that the footing is
adequately sized, reinforced, and capable of resisting all forces acting upon it. The example
provided demonstrates how to translate theoretical principles into practical design decisions,
emphasizing the importance of thorough analysis, safety considerations, and adherence to relevant
codes.

By mastering eccentric footing design, engineers can effectively address complex load scenarios
and optimize foundation solutions for diverse construction projects. Remember, each project is
unique, and careful analysis combined with experience will lead to safe, economical, and durable
foundation designs.
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Eccentric Footing Design Example: A Comprehensive Expert Review

In the realm of foundation engineering, eccentric footing stands out as a versatile and efficient
solution tailored to meet complex load transfer requirements. Its unique design, characterized by an
offset between the load and the centroid of the footing, allows engineers to accommodate
constraints such as neighboring structures, varying soil conditions, or uneven load distributions. This
article provides an in-depth exploration of eccentric footing design, illustrated through a detailed
example that exemplifies best practices, critical calculations, and practical considerations.

Understanding Eccentric Footings: An Overview

Before diving into the specific example, it?s essential to grasp the fundamental principles behind
eccentric footing design.

What is an Eccentric Footing?

An eccentric footing is a type of isolated footing where the load from the supported structure does
not act directly at the center of the footing. Instead, it is offset?either intentionally or due to site
constraints?resulting in eccentricity. This offset can cause uneven stress distribution beneath the
footing, necessitating careful design to ensure stability and safety.

When to Use an Eccentric Footing
Eccentric footings are typically employed in scenarios such as:
- When the point of load application is not aligned with the center of the footing, often due to
architectural or site constraints.
- To avoid overlapping with neighboring foundations or existing structures.
- When loads are asymmetrical, requiring a tailored footing position to optimize load transfer.
- To minimize excavation or reduce foundation size in constrained sites.

Advantages and Disadvantages

Advantages:
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- Flexibility in placement.
- Better adaptation to existing site conditions.
- Optimization of foundation size and material use.

Disadvantages:

- Complex design calculations due to eccentric loading.
- Increased risk of tension at the footing edge, requiring reinforcement.
- Potential for overturning or sliding if not designed properly.

Design Principles of Eccentric Footings

Designing an eccentric footing involves multiple considerations to ensure it can safely transfer loads
without failure. Some key principles include:

- Ensuring the footing can resist bending moments generated by eccentric loading.

- Maintaining equilibrium against overturning, sliding, and uplift.

- Adequately reinforcing tension zones caused by eccentricity.

- Calculating the actual bearing pressure distribution to avoid exceeding soil capacity.

Step-by-Step Eccentric Footing Design Example
Let?s consider a practical example to illustrate the process:
Scenario Details:
- Column load (P): 600 kN
- Eccentricity (e): 0.3 m (the load is offset from the footing centroid)
- Soil bearing capacity (gallow): 150 kPa
- Maximum footing size constraints: The footing should not exceed 2.5 m x 2.5 m
- Desired safety factors: As per standard codes

Step 1: Determining the Location and Eccentricity

Understanding the eccentricity is crucial. The load is applied at a point offset by 0.3 m from the
center of the footing. This eccentricity causes a moment about the footing's centroid:

\[
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M = P \times e = 600\, \text{kN} \times 0.3\, \text{m} = 180\, \text{kNm}
\

Step 2: Initial Assumptions and Footing Size

Assuming a square footing for simplicity, initially, select a tentative size:
\[

B =L = 2.0\ \text{m}

\

We will verify whether this size can resist the eccentric load without exceeding soil bearing capacity
and ensure stability.

Step 3: Calculating the Ultimate Soil Bearing Pressure

The eccentric load causes a non-uniform pressure distribution beneath the footing. The ultimate (or
maximum) pressure at the edge of the footing is given by:

\[
g_{max} = \frac{PH{A} + \frac{6MKB"2}
\

where:

-\(A = B \times L = 2.0\, \text{m} \times 2.0\, \text{m} = 4\, \text{m}"2\)
Calculating:
\[
g_{avg} = \frac{PH{A} = \frac{600\, \text{kN}}{4\, \text{m}*2} = 150\, \text{kPa}

\
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And the bending pressure component:
\[

\frac{6M}{B"2} = \frac{6 \times 180\, \text{kNm}}(2.0\, \text{m}"2} = \frac{1080\, \text{kNm}}{4\,
\text{m}"2} = 270\, \text{kPa}

\

Thus, the maximum pressure at the most critical edge:
\

q_{max} = 150 + 270 = 420\, \text{kPa}

\

Since the soil bearing capacity is 150 kPa, this indicates the footing size must be increased to
reduce the pressure below permissible limits.

Step 4: Determining Required Footing Size

To ensure the maximum pressure does not exceed soil capacity:

\[

g_{max} \leq g_{allow} \Rightarrow \text{Design for } q_{max} = 150\, \text{kPa}

\

Rearranged, the required area:

\[

A_{required} = \frac{PH{q_{allow}} = \frac{600\, \text{kN}}{150\, \text{kPa}} = 4\, \text{m}"2
\

Given the footing is square:

\[
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B \times L = 4\, \text{m}*2 \Rightarrow B = L = 2\, \text{m}
\

However, as shown earlier, with \(B=2\, \text{m}\), the pressure at the edges exceeds soil capacity.
To resolve this, increase the footing size:

\[

B =L =\sqrt{A_{required}} \approx 2.0\, \text{m}

\

But since this size is insufficient, select a conservative size:
\[

B =L = 2.5\ \text{m}

\

Recalculate:

\[

A = 2.5 \times 2.5 = 6.25\, \text{m}"2

\

Average pressure:

\[

g_{avg} = \frac{600\, \text{kN}}{6.25} = 96\, \text{kPa}
\

Maximum pressure at edge:

\[
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g_{max} = 96 + \frac{6 \times 180}{(2.5)"2} = 96 + \frac{1080}{6.25} \approx 96 + 172.8 = 268.8\,
\text{kPa}

\

Still above soil capacity, so further size increase is necessary. Let?s try \(B = 3.0\, \text{m}\):
\[

A = 3.0 \times 3.0 = 9\, \text{m}"2

\

Average pressure:

\[

g_{avg} = \frac{600}{9} = 66.7\, \text{kPa}

\

Edge pressure:

\[

g_{max} = 66.7 + \frac{6 \times 180}{9} = 66.7 + \frac{1080}{9} = 66.7 + 120 = 186.7\, \text{kPa}
\

Better, but still above 150 kPa. Increasing to \(B=3.5\, \text{m}\):

\[

A=12.25\, \text{m}*2,\quad g_{avg} = 600/12.25 \approx 48.98\, \text{kPa}

\

Edge pressure:

\[
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g_{max} = 48.98 + \frac{6 \times 180}{(3.5)"2} = 48.98 + \frac{1080}{12.25} \approx 48.98 + 88.16 =
137.14\, \text{kPa}

\
Now, the maximum pressure is within soil capacity.

Conclusion: A footing of approximately 3.5 m x 3.5 m size is suitable to safely transfer the load
considering the soil bearing capacity and eccentricity.

Step 5: Reinforcement and Structural Detailing
Given the eccentricity-induced bending moment, tension reinforcement is necessary:

- Design bending moment (M): 180 KNm

- Section modulus: \(Z = \frac{b \times d"2}{6}\) (for rectangular sections)
Assuming:

- Effective depth (d): 0.45 m

- Width (b): 0.3 m (to be verified based on reinforcement and structural needs)
Calculating the required tensile reinforcement:
\[
A_s =\frac{M}{0.87 \times f_y \times d}
\
Assuming \(f_y = 415\, \text{MPa

QuestionAnswer What are the key factors to consider in designing an eccentric footing example?
Key factors include the load distribution, soil bearing capacity, eccentricity distance, footing size, and
reinforcement detailing to ensure stability and minimize settlement. How do you determine the
required dimensions for an eccentric footing in a typical example? Dimensions are determined
based on the load to be supported, the soil bearing capacity, and the eccentricity of the load.

Calculations involve ensuring the footing can safely resist moments and shear forces while
maintaining the bearing pressure within permissible limits. What are common pitfalls to avoid in
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designing eccentric footings, as illustrated in example problems? Common pitfalls include ignoring
the eccentricity effects leading to uneven load distribution, inadequate reinforcement detailing,
underestimating soil pressure, and neglecting the overturning moments which can compromise
stability. Can you explain the step-by-step process of solving an eccentric footing design example?
Yes, the process involves calculating the total load, determining the eccentricity, analyzing the
footing's pressure distribution, checking for stability against tipping and overturning, designing
reinforcement based on the moments, and verifying that all stresses are within permissible limits.
What are the typical assumptions made in an eccentric footing design example, and how do they
affect the results? Typical assumptions include uniform soil properties, rigid footing behavior, and
simplified load conditions. These assumptions help in calculations but may lead to conservative or
idealized results; real-world conditions should always be checked for safety and accuracy.
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