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Focus on Formative Feedback ETS: Enhancing Learning Through Continuous Improvement

In the realm of education and training, the emphasis on effective feedback mechanisms has grown
significantly. Among these, formative feedback stands out as a pivotal component in fostering
student growth, guiding instructional strategies, and ultimately improving learning outcomes. When
we focus on formative feedback ETS (Educational Testing Service), we are highlighting a
commitment to leveraging research-based methods and innovative tools to support learners
throughout their educational journey. This article delves into the importance of formative feedback,
explores ETS?s role in advancing these practices, and provides practical insights on how educators
and institutions can optimize formative feedback processes.

Understanding Formative Feedback

What Is Formative Feedback?

Formative feedback refers to information provided to learners during the instructional process,
designed to help them understand their current performance and identify areas for improvement.
Unlike summative assessment, which evaluates learning at the end of a course or unit, formative
feedback is ongoing and aims to support development in real-time.

Key Characteristics of Formative Feedback:

- Timely: Delivered during the learning process.
- Specific: Focuses on particular skills or knowledge areas.
- Constructive: Offers actionable suggestions for improvement.
- Interactive: Encourages dialogue between learners and educators.

The Significance of Formative Feedback in Education

Effective formative feedback can:

- Increase student engagement and motivation.
- Clarify learning goals and expectations.
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- Help students develop self-regulation skills.
- Enable instructors to adjust teaching strategies dynamically.
- Improve overall academic performance.

ETS and Its Role in Formative Feedback

About ETS

Educational Testing Service (ETS) is a globally recognized organization dedicated to advancing
quality and equity in education through research, assessment development, and innovative
solutions. ETS develops a wide array of assessments, including the GRE, TOEFL, and various K?12
tests, with a strong focus on formative assessment strategies.

ETS?s Contributions to Formative Feedback

ETS has been instrumental in integrating formative feedback principles into its assessments and
educational tools. Their initiatives include:

- Developing digital platforms that provide immediate, detailed feedback.
- Creating formative assessment tools aligned with curriculum standards.
- Conducting research to understand how feedback influences learning.
- Providing resources and training for educators on effective feedback practices.

Innovative ETS Tools Supporting Formative Feedback

Some notable ETS tools and programs designed to emphasize formative feedback include:

- Khan Academy Partnership: Offers personalized practice and instant feedback aligned with ETS
assessments.

- TOEFL Practice Sets: Provide learners with detailed, formative insights into their language
proficiency.

- Online Diagnostic Tests: Allow students to identify strengths and weaknesses before formal
testing.

- Assessment Analytics Platforms: Enable educators to analyze student data and tailor instruction
accordingly.

Best Practices for Implementing Effective Formative Feedback

Designing Meaningful Feedback
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To maximize the impact of formative feedback, educators should focus on:

- Clarity: Use clear, specific language that students can understand.
- Actionability: Provide suggestions that students can implement immediately.
- Relevance: Align feedback with learning objectives and individual student needs.
- Balance: Combine positive reinforcement with constructive criticism.

Strategies for Delivering Formative Feedback

Effective delivery methods include:

- Immediate Feedback: Providing responses right after an activity to reinforce learning.
- Interactive Discussions: Engaging students in conversations about their progress.
- Peer Feedback: Encouraging student-to-student evaluations to foster collaborative learning.
- Written Comments: Offering detailed notes that students can review and reflect upon.
- Digital Platforms: Utilizing online tools that facilitate rapid, personalized feedback.

Encouraging Student Engagement with Feedback

Students are more likely to benefit from formative feedback when they actively engage with it.
Strategies include:

- Asking students to reflect on feedback and set goals.
- Incorporating feedback discussions into classroom routines.
- Using self-assessment checklists.
- Encouraging a growth mindset to view feedback as an opportunity for development.

Challenges and Solutions in Focusing on Formative Feedback ETS

Common Challenges

- Time Constraints: Providing detailed feedback can be time-consuming.
- Student Resistance: Some learners may overlook or undervalue formative feedback.
- Inconsistent Practices: Variability in feedback quality among educators.
- Lack of Resources: Limited access to digital tools or training.

Potential Solutions
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- Utilize ETS?s digital platforms that streamline feedback processes.
- Provide professional development focused on feedback techniques.
- Foster a classroom culture that values continuous improvement.
- Integrate feedback seamlessly into daily instructional activities.

Measuring the Impact of Formative Feedback ETS Initiatives

Assessment Metrics

To evaluate the effectiveness of formative feedback strategies, consider tracking:

- Student engagement levels.
- Progress on learning objectives.
- Improvement in assessment scores.
- Student self-efficacy and motivation.
- Teacher feedback quality and consistency.

Research and Data-Driven Improvements

ETS continually conducts research to refine its feedback tools and approaches. Data analysis helps
identify best practices, inform policy decisions, and enhance resource development.

Future Directions in Focus on Formative Feedback ETS

Emerging Technologies

Advances such as artificial intelligence and machine learning promise to provide even more
personalized, real-time feedback. ETS is exploring these innovations to further support learners and
educators.

Policy and Educational Frameworks

Integrating formative feedback into broader educational policies can promote systemic change. ETS
advocates for standards that emphasize ongoing assessment and feedback as central to effective
teaching and learning.

Global Impact

By expanding access to formative assessment tools worldwide, ETS aims to support equitable
educational opportunities and lifelong learning.
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Conclusion

Focusing on formative feedback ETS underscores the transformative potential of continuous,
meaningful, and actionable insights in education. By leveraging research-backed tools, innovative
technologies, and best practices, educators can significantly enhance student learning experiences
and outcomes. Embracing a culture that values formative feedback not only improves individual
performance but also contributes to the development of more adaptive, reflective, and resilient
learners. As education continues to evolve, the role of formative feedback?especially through
organizations like ETS?will remain central to fostering growth, motivation, and academic success
across diverse contexts.
 
Focus on formative feedback ETS: Enhancing Learning Through Strategic Feedback Practices

In the rapidly evolving landscape of education, the emphasis on fostering meaningful student
learning experiences has never been more significant. Among various pedagogical tools, formative
feedback emerges as a cornerstone in creating dynamic, responsive, and effective educational
environments. Specifically, the focus on formative feedback provided by Educational Testing Service
(ETS)?a leading organization in assessment development?plays a vital role in shaping how
educators interpret student performance and tailor instruction accordingly. This article delves into
the concept of formative feedback, explores ETS?s contributions and initiatives, and analyzes how
these practices influence teaching and learning outcomes across diverse educational contexts.

Understanding Formative Feedback: Definition, Purpose, and
Significance

What Is Formative Feedback?

Formative feedback refers to information provided to students during the learning process, aimed at
identifying strengths and areas needing improvement. Unlike summative assessments, which
evaluate student learning at the end of an instructional period, formative feedback is ongoing,
immediate, and specifically designed to guide future learning actions. It acts as a dialogue between
educators and students, fostering self-awareness, motivation, and metacognitive skills.

The Purpose of Formative Feedback

The core objectives of formative feedback include:

- Clarifying learning goals and expectations
- Diagnosing students' understanding and misconceptions
- Guiding students toward more effective strategies
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- Encouraging reflection and self-regulation
- Informing instructional adjustments to meet diverse learner needs

The Significance in Education

Effective formative feedback has been linked to improved academic performance, increased
engagement, and higher retention rates. It supports personalized learning by recognizing individual
differences and scaffolding instruction appropriately. Moreover, it cultivates a growth mindset by
emphasizing progress over perfection, empowering students to view mistakes as opportunities for
development.

ETS?s Role in Shaping Formative Feedback Practices

Background of ETS and Its Educational Initiatives

Educational Testing Service (ETS), established in 1947, is renowned for its development of
standardized assessments such as the GRE, TOEFL, and Praxis exams. Over the decades, ETS
has expanded its focus beyond summative testing, actively contributing to research and practice in
formative assessment and feedback strategies. Its mission centers on advancing quality and equity
in education through innovative assessment solutions and insights.

Research and Innovations by ETS in Formative Feedback

ETS invests heavily in research that explores how formative feedback influences learning
trajectories. Some key initiatives include:

- Developing digital platforms that deliver real-time, personalized feedback
- Conducting longitudinal studies on feedback effectiveness in various contexts
- Creating frameworks and guidelines for educators to implement formative feedback

systematically
- Integrating formative assessment principles into large-scale testing programs and classroom

practices

Technological Contributions and Tools

One of ETS?s notable contributions is the development of digital assessment tools that allow for
immediate feedback delivery. For example:

- e-Assessment Platforms: These platforms enable adaptive testing, providing students with
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instant insights into their performance and targeted recommendations.
- Automated Scoring and Feedback Systems: Leveraging AI and machine learning, ETS has

pioneered systems that analyze open-ended responses and generate constructive feedback,
reducing teacher workload and increasing consistency.

- Data Analytics Dashboards: These tools help educators interpret assessment data at the
classroom or school level, informing targeted interventions.

The Components of Effective Formative Feedback According to ETS

Specificity and Clarity

Effective formative feedback must be precise, focusing on specific aspects of student performance
rather than vague comments. ETS emphasizes clear communication that guides students on what
they did well and what needs improvement.

Timeliness

Feedback should be immediate or timely enough to influence ongoing learning. Delayed feedback
diminishes its impact, so ETS advocates for integrating assessment tools that provide quick insights.

Actionability

Feedback must include concrete suggestions or strategies that students can implement to improve.
ETS promotes framing feedback as constructive guidance rather than mere criticism.

Balance of Positive and Constructive Comments

A balanced approach encourages motivation and resilience, highlighting strengths while addressing
weaknesses. ETS research underscores that overly negative feedback can discourage learners,
whereas positive reinforcement fosters confidence.

Alignment with Learning Goals

Feedback should be directly tied to learning objectives and standards, ensuring coherence between
assessment and curriculum.

Implementing Formative Feedback in Educational Settings

Strategies for Educators

Implementing effective formative feedback requires deliberate strategies, including:
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- Incorporating regular low-stakes assessments like quizzes, polls, or peer reviews
- Using digital platforms for instant feedback on assignments
- Encouraging student self-assessment and reflection
- Providing exemplars and model responses
- Facilitating peer feedback sessions

Challenges and Solutions

Despite its benefits, implementing formative feedback can face obstacles such as limited time, large
class sizes, or lack of training. ETS suggests solutions like:

- Leveraging technology for scalable feedback
- Providing professional development focused on feedback practices
- Creating a classroom culture that values ongoing improvement
- Using rubrics and checklists to streamline feedback processes

Case Studies and Best Practices

Several educational institutions have successfully integrated ETS-informed formative feedback
strategies:

- A high school employing digital quizzes with instant feedback to tailor instruction
- University courses utilizing automated essay scoring systems coupled with personalized

comments
- Adult education programs integrating peer review with structured feedback frameworks

The Impact of Focused Formative Feedback on Learning Outcomes

Enhancing Student Engagement and Motivation

Students who receive targeted, constructive feedback tend to be more engaged and motivated.
Knowing their progress and understanding how to improve fosters a sense of agency and ownership
over learning.

Improving Academic Performance

Research, supported by ETS studies, indicates that formative feedback correlates with higher test
scores, better retention, and deeper conceptual understanding across disciplines.
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Supporting Diverse Learners

Formative feedback helps address varied learning needs by providing personalized guidance. This
is particularly crucial for students with learning disabilities, English language learners, or those at
risk of falling behind.

Fostering Self-Regulated Learning

By understanding their strengths and weaknesses through feedback, students develop
self-regulation skills, becoming autonomous learners capable of setting goals, monitoring progress,
and adjusting strategies.

The Future of Formative Feedback: Trends and Innovations

Integration of Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics

The use of AI-driven tools promises more sophisticated, personalized, and scalable feedback
mechanisms. These systems can analyze vast data to identify patterns and tailor recommendations
uniquely suited to each learner.

Gamification and Interactive Feedback

Gamified environments and interactive platforms motivate students through immediate, engaging
feedback loops, transforming assessment from a traditional chore into an enjoyable experience.

Blended and Hybrid Approaches

Combining digital and face-to-face feedback methods can cater to diverse learning contexts,
maximizing the strengths of each approach.

Focus on Metacognition and Self-Assessment

Encouraging learners to evaluate their performance fosters metacognitive skills critical for lifelong
learning. ETS emphasizes designing assessments that prompt reflection alongside providing
feedback.

Policy and Institutional Support

Effective implementation requires systemic support?training teachers, investing in technology, and
fostering a school culture that values formative assessment.
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Conclusion: Embracing a Feedback-Centric Educational Paradigm

The emphasis on formative feedback, especially as championed by organizations like ETS, signals
a paradigm shift in education?moving away from solely summative metrics towards a more holistic,
student-centered approach. By understanding and leveraging the principles of effective feedback,
educators can create environments that not only improve academic outcomes but also cultivate
learners equipped with the skills, motivation, and resilience necessary for success in an
ever-changing world. As technological innovations continue to evolve, the potential for formative
feedback to transform education becomes even more promising, heralding a future where
continuous improvement and personalized learning are the norms rather than exceptions.
Embracing this shift requires commitment, innovation, and a deep understanding of best
practices?elements that ETS?s research and tools aim to provide, ensuring that formative feedback
remains a vital instrument in the pursuit of educational excellence.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is formative feedback in the context of ETS assessments? Formative
feedback in ETS assessments refers to the ongoing, constructive input provided to learners to help
them identify strengths and areas for improvement during the learning process, ultimately enhancing
their performance before final evaluations. How does ETS incorporate formative feedback into test
preparation? ETS integrates formative feedback into test prep materials by offering practice
questions, detailed explanations, and performance reports that guide learners on their progress and
suggest targeted areas for improvement. Why is formative feedback important for test-takers using
ETS assessments? Formative feedback helps test-takers understand their current skill levels,
recognize mistakes, and develop strategies for improvement, leading to better performance and
increased confidence on exam day. What are some effective ways ETS provides formative feedback
during the testing process? ETS provides formative feedback through practice tests, personalized
score reports, and online diagnostics that highlight specific skill areas needing improvement before
the actual exam. How can educators utilize ETS formative feedback to enhance student learning?
Educators can analyze ETS formative feedback to tailor instruction, address common
misconceptions, and design targeted interventions that improve student readiness for standardized
tests. Are there digital tools associated with ETS that facilitate formative feedback? Yes, ETS offers
digital platforms and apps that provide immediate or near-real-time formative feedback through
interactive quizzes, practice tests, and performance dashboards. What role does formative feedback
play in ETS?s adaptive testing models? In adaptive testing, formative feedback helps tailor the
difficulty level of questions based on the test-taker?s responses, providing a personalized
assessment experience that guides learning and improvement. How does ETS measure the
effectiveness of its formative feedback strategies? ETS evaluates the effectiveness through data
analysis of test-taker progress, feedback engagement metrics, and subsequent improvements in
test scores and confidence levels. Can formative feedback from ETS assessments help reduce test
anxiety? Yes, by providing constructive insights and a clearer understanding of strengths and
weaknesses, formative feedback can boost test-takers? confidence and reduce anxiety related to
unfamiliarity or uncertainty. What future innovations might ETS introduce to enhance formative
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feedback for test-takers? ETS is exploring advanced data analytics, AI-driven personalized
feedback, and interactive learning modules to provide more precise, timely, and actionable formative
feedback for learners. 

 
Related keywords: formative assessment, feedback strategies, student learning, instructional
improvement, assessment tools, learning progress, feedback techniques, educational evaluation,
teacher feedback, student engagement

Jeremy harmer and feedback

Jeremy Harmer and Feedback: Enhancing Language Learning through Effective Strategies

In the realm of language teaching, few names resonate as strongly as Jeremy Harmer, a renowned
educator and author whose contributions have shaped modern ELT (English Language Teaching)
methodologies. Among his many insights, the concept of feedback stands out as a fundamental
pillar for fostering learner progress and motivation. Jeremy Harmer and feedback are intrinsically
linked, emphasizing how constructive, timely, and meaningful feedback can transform language
acquisition. This article explores Harmer's perspectives on feedback, its importance in language
education, and practical strategies to implement effective feedback mechanisms in the classroom.

Understanding Jeremy Harmer's Approach to Feedback

Jeremy Harmer advocates for feedback that not only corrects errors but also encourages learners to
reflect, build confidence, and develop autonomous learning skills. His approach emphasizes a
balanced, student-centered perspective, where feedback is tailored to individual needs and
promotes positive learning experiences.

The Role of Feedback in Language Acquisition

Harmer emphasizes that feedback is an essential element in the language learning process
because it:

- Guides learners toward correct language use
- Builds confidence and motivation
- Encourages self-awareness and reflection
- Supports the development of autonomous learning skills

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 11 of 20



focus on formative feedback ets Complete Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 10

He believes that feedback should be a continuous, integrated part of the learning process, rather
than a one-off correction at the end of a task.

Types of Feedback According to Harmer

Jeremy Harmer distinguishes between different types of feedback, each serving unique purposes:

- Corrective Feedback: Focuses on errors in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, or
pronunciation, aiming to guide learners toward correct forms.

- Positive Feedback: Highlights what learners do well, reinforcing effective language use and
boosting confidence.

- Descriptive Feedback: Provides specific information about what was done well and what can
be improved, encouraging self-reflection.

- Peer Feedback: Involves learners giving constructive feedback to each other, fostering
collaborative learning and critical thinking.

Harmer advocates for a balanced approach that combines these types to maximize learning
outcomes.

Effective Feedback Strategies Inspired by Jeremy Harmer

Implementing Harmer?s principles requires practical strategies that teachers can adopt to make
feedback more effective, engaging, and learner-centered.

1. Immediate and Specific Feedback

Harmer emphasizes providing feedback as soon as possible after the activity. Immediate feedback
helps learners connect their errors or successes directly to their performance, making corrections
more meaningful. Specific feedback should pinpoint exactly what was correct or incorrect, avoiding
vague comments like "Good job" or "You need to improve."

2. Use of Appreciative Inquiry

Harmer suggests that positive reinforcement motivates learners to continue trying. Instead of only
pointing out errors, teachers should also acknowledge correct language use, encouraging learners
to feel confident and willing to participate.

3. Incorporating Self and Peer Feedback

Encouraging learners to evaluate their own work and that of classmates promotes autonomy.
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Harmer recommends activities where students reflect on their language use, identify errors, and
suggest corrections, fostering critical thinking and self-awareness.

4. Feedback as a Dialogic Process

Harmer advocates for a conversational approach to feedback, where teachers and learners engage
in dialogue. This allows learners to ask questions, clarify doubts, and understand the rationale
behind corrections, leading to deeper learning.

5. Focused Feedback Aligned with Learning Goals

Feedback should be aligned with specific learning objectives. Harmer emphasizes that targeted
feedback helps learners focus on particular skills or areas, such as pronunciation or vocabulary,
rather than overwhelming them with unrelated corrections.

Challenges and Considerations in Providing Feedback

While Harmer provides valuable guidance on effective feedback, there are challenges teachers
might face:

Managing Learner Anxiety

Some learners may feel embarrassed or discouraged by corrections. Harmer recommends framing
feedback positively and privately when necessary to maintain motivation.

Balancing Corrective and Encouraging Feedback

Over-correction can hinder fluency and confidence. Teachers should balance correction with praise,
ensuring learners feel supported rather than criticized.

Adapting Feedback to Different Learner Levels

Beginners may require more explicit corrections, while advanced learners benefit from more
nuanced feedback. Harmer advises tailoring feedback to the learner?s proficiency and learning
style.

Integrating Technology with Feedback in the Classroom

Harmer recognizes the role of technology in enhancing feedback practices. Digital tools can facilitate
immediate, personalized, and diverse feedback methods.
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Utilizing Digital Platforms

Platforms like language learning apps, online quizzes, and video recordings allow teachers to
provide instant feedback, track progress, and offer multimedia support.

Leveraging Automated Feedback

Automated grammar and pronunciation checkers can serve as supplementary feedback sources,
especially for self-study or blended learning environments.

Encouraging Student-Generated Content

Students can record speaking exercises or write blogs, which teachers can then review and provide
personalized feedback on asynchronously, fostering independent learning.

Conclusion: Jeremy Harmer?s Legacy on Feedback in Language
Teaching

Jeremy Harmer?s insights into feedback have profoundly influenced modern language teaching
practices. His emphasis on constructive, timely, and learner-centered feedback aligns with the
broader goals of fostering autonomous, motivated, and confident language users. By integrating
Harmer?s strategies?immediate, specific, appreciative, and dialogic feedback?teachers can create
supportive learning environments that promote continuous improvement and enjoyment in language
learning.

In an era increasingly driven by technology, Harmer?s principles remain relevant, encouraging
educators to adapt and innovate their feedback practices to meet diverse learner needs. Whether
through face-to-face interactions or digital platforms, the core message persists: effective feedback
is the key to unlocking learners? full potential and making language learning a rewarding journey.

Keywords: Jeremy Harmer, feedback, language teaching, corrective feedback, learner autonomy,
language acquisition, teaching strategies, classroom feedback, language learning tips
 
Jeremy Harmer and Feedback: An In-Depth Exploration of Teacher Strategies and Student Growth

In the realm of language teaching, Jeremy Harmer stands out as a prominent figure whose insights
and methodologies have significantly shaped modern pedagogical approaches. Among the many
facets of effective teaching he emphasizes, feedback plays a crucial role in fostering student
development, motivation, and autonomous learning. Harmer?s perspectives on feedback are not
only rooted in extensive classroom experience but are also informed by contemporary theories of
language acquisition and learner psychology. This article aims to provide a comprehensive review of
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Jeremy Harmer?s approach to feedback, examining its theoretical foundations, practical
applications, advantages, and potential limitations.

Understanding Jeremy Harmer?s Philosophy on Feedback

Jeremy Harmer views feedback as a vital component of the teaching-learning cycle. He advocates
for a balanced, constructive, and learner-centered approach, emphasizing that feedback should
serve not only to correct errors but also to motivate and guide learners toward autonomous
improvement. Harmer stresses that feedback should be timely, specific, encouraging, and aligned
with the learners? goals.

Harmer?s approach is rooted in the belief that feedback is most effective when it promotes
self-awareness and self-correction, rather than dependency on the teacher. He encourages
teachers to cultivate an environment where learners feel comfortable making mistakes and viewing
feedback as an opportunity for growth rather than criticism.

Types of Feedback According to Jeremy Harmer

Harmer distinguishes between various types of feedback, each serving different pedagogical
purposes:

1. Corrective Feedback

- Focuses on addressing errors in pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, or pronunciation.
- Aims to correct inaccuracies to improve accuracy in future language use.
- Can be explicit (direct correction) or implicit (eliciting self-correction).

2. Positive Feedback

- Reinforces correct language use.
- Encourages learners and boosts confidence.
- Often includes praise or acknowledgment of effort.

3. Formative Feedback

- Provided during the learning process.
- Guides learners on their progress.
- Helps identify areas needing improvement before final assessments.
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4. Summative Feedback

- Given after a task or unit.
- Summarizes overall performance.
- Used for final evaluation rather than ongoing development.

Harmer emphasizes that an effective feedback strategy integrates these types, tailored to the
learner?s stage and needs.

Practical Strategies for Providing Feedback

Harmer offers a variety of practical techniques that teachers can adopt:

1. Delayed vs. Immediate Feedback

- Immediate Feedback: Given right after an error or task; useful for correcting specific mistakes
quickly.

- Delayed Feedback: Provided after a period; encourages self-reflection and reduces anxiety.

Harmer suggests balancing both approaches, depending on context and learner preferences.

2. Eliciting Self-Correction

- Teachers prompt learners to identify and correct their own errors.
- Builds autonomy and metacognitive skills.
- Example: Using prompts like ?Can you find your mistake?? or ?What do you think is correct??

3. Peer Feedback

- Encourages collaborative learning.
- Students learn to evaluate each other?s work constructively.
- Fosters a supportive classroom community.

4. Using Feedback Sandwich

- Starts with positive feedback, addresses areas for improvement, ends with encouragement.
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- Keeps feedback balanced and motivating.

Harmer advocates for a flexible toolkit, encouraging teachers to adapt strategies based on class
dynamics.

The Role of Feedback in Motivating Learners

Harmer emphasizes that motivation is central to language acquisition, and feedback significantly
influences learner motivation. Constructive feedback can:

- Reinforce learners? belief in their abilities.
- Reduce anxiety associated with making mistakes.
- Encourage risk-taking and active participation.
- Help learners set realistic goals and monitor progress.

Conversely, poorly delivered feedback?such as overly harsh corrections or neglecting positive
reinforcement?can diminish motivation and hinder learning.

Balancing Error Correction and Fluency Development

A key challenge highlighted by Harmer is balancing the correction of errors with the natural flow of
communication. Over-correcting can disrupt fluency and discourage participation, while
under-correcting may hinder accuracy development.

Harmer suggests a contextual approach:

- During fluency-focused activities (e.g., conversations, role-plays), limit corrections to maintain
flow.

- During accuracy-focused tasks (e.g., grammar exercises), provide detailed feedback.
- Use ?noticing? techniques to help learners become aware of their errors without feeling

overwhelmed.

This nuanced approach encourages both accuracy and fluency, fostering well-rounded language
proficiency.

Technological Tools and Feedback

With the advent of digital learning, Harmer recognizes the potential of technology in providing
effective feedback:
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- Online comments and annotations facilitate detailed, personalized feedback outside the
classroom.

- Language learning apps often incorporate automated feedback, promoting self-correction.
- Video and audio recordings allow learners to self-assess pronunciation and fluency.

Harmer advocates integrating technology thoughtfully, ensuring that it complements traditional
feedback methods and enhances learner engagement.

Pros and Cons of Jeremy Harmer?s Feedback Approach

Pros:

- Promotes learner autonomy and self-awareness.
- Balances correction with encouragement, fostering motivation.
- Encourages a supportive classroom environment.
- Emphasizes contextual and individual learner needs.
- Incorporates diverse feedback techniques, including peer and self-assessment.

Cons:

- Requires skilled teachers adept at diagnosing when and how to give different types of feedback.
- Time-consuming in large classes.
- Some learners may prefer more explicit correction, contrary to Harmer?s learner-centered

philosophy.
- Over-reliance on self or peer feedback without proper guidance can lead to incorrect

corrections.

Criticisms and Limitations of Harmer?s Feedback Model

While Jeremy Harmer?s approach is widely respected, it faces certain criticisms:

- Overemphasis on learner autonomy: Some learners may lack the confidence or skills to
self-correct effectively.

- Implementation challenges: In large or diverse classes, individualized feedback becomes
difficult.

- Cultural considerations: Different cultural attitudes towards authority and correction may
influence how feedback is received.

- Potential inconsistency: Teachers? subjective judgments can lead to inconsistent feedback
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quality.

Despite these challenges, Harmer?s principles serve as a valuable guideline for developing effective
feedback strategies.

Conclusion: The Lasting Impact of Jeremy Harmer?s Feedback
Philosophy

Jeremy Harmer?s contributions to language teaching, particularly his nuanced understanding of
feedback, have profoundly influenced both novice and experienced educators. His emphasis on
constructive, learner-centered feedback aligns with contemporary communicative and autonomous
learning paradigms. By advocating for a balanced mix of correction, encouragement, and
self-assessment, Harmer fosters environments where learners feel motivated, confident, and
capable of taking charge of their language development.

While practical constraints and individual differences pose challenges, the core tenets of Harmer?s
feedback approach remain highly relevant. Educators who adapt his strategies thoughtfully can
create dynamic, supportive classrooms that not only improve language skills but also cultivate
lifelong learners. As education continues to evolve with technological advancements and diverse
learner needs, Harmer?s principles offer a solid foundation for effective, empathetic, and
empowering feedback practices in language teaching.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who is Jeremy Harmer and what is his contribution to language teaching?
Jeremy Harmer is a renowned English language teaching expert, author, and trainer known for his
influential books such as 'The Practice of English Language Teaching.' His work focuses on
effective teaching methodologies, learner motivation, and classroom feedback techniques. What are
some key principles Jeremy Harmer advocates regarding feedback in language learning? Jeremy
Harmer emphasizes that feedback should be constructive, immediate when possible, and tailored to
the learner's needs. He advocates for a balanced approach that encourages learner confidence
while addressing errors to promote language development. How does Jeremy Harmer suggest
teachers should give feedback to maximize learner motivation? Harmer recommends that teachers
provide positive reinforcement, focus on progress rather than just errors, and use encouraging
language. He also stresses the importance of creating a supportive environment where learners feel
comfortable making mistakes and receiving feedback. What are some common criticisms of
Harmer?s feedback strategies in language teaching? Some critics argue that Harmer?s emphasis
on positive feedback may overlook the need for corrective feedback that addresses errors directly.
Others feel that his approaches may not always be practical in large classrooms or diverse learner
groups. How has Jeremy Harmer?s approach to feedback evolved with recent trends in language
teaching? Harmer has incorporated technology and learner-centered approaches into his feedback
strategies, emphasizing peer feedback, self-assessment, and the use of digital tools to provide
timely and personalized feedback, aligning with modern communicative and learner autonomy
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trends. Are Jeremy Harmer?s feedback techniques applicable to online language teaching? Yes,
Harmer?s principles of constructive, supportive, and timely feedback are highly applicable to online
teaching. He advocates for using digital platforms, instant messaging, and multimedia feedback to
engage learners effectively in virtual environments. What practical advice does Jeremy Harmer offer
for new teachers on providing effective feedback? Harmer advises new teachers to be clear,
specific, and encouraging in their feedback, to focus on both strengths and areas for improvement,
and to foster a classroom atmosphere where learners feel safe to experiment and learn from their
mistakes. 
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