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Raga bihag notation Manual

raga bihag notation: An In-Depth Guide to Understanding and Interpreting Its Musical Structure

Understanding the nuances of Indian classical music requires familiarity with various ragas, their
unique melodic frameworks, and how they are notated for performance and study. Among these,
Raga Bihag stands out for its serene and expressive qualities, often used to evoke feelings of
devotion and tranquility. To facilitate accurate learning and preservation, notation systems have
been developed to capture the essence of Raga Bihag. This article provides a comprehensive
exploration of Raga Bihag notation, its structure, and significance, ensuring you gain a thorough
understanding of this beautiful raga.

Introduction to Raga Bihag

What is Raga Bihag?

Raga Bihag is a classical Indian raga primarily associated with the Hindustani tradition, though it
also appears in Carnatic music with slight variations. It is known for its calming and romantic mood,
making it a favorite for evening performances. The raga is characterized by its specific ascent
(Aaroh) and descent (Avaroh), along with distinctive notes that define its identity.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Historically, Raga Bihag has been used in devotional compositions and romantic poetry. Its serene
mood is believed to invoke devotion and introspection. The raga is often performed during twilight
hours, aligning with its calming effect.

Structure of Raga Bihag

Aaroh (Ascent) and Avaroh (Descent)

The structure of Raga Bihag is defined by its ascending and descending scales:

- Aaroh (Ascent): Sa ? Re ? Ga ? Ma ? Pa ? Dha ? Sa (higher octave)
- Avaroh (Descent): Sa ? Dha ? Pa ? Ma ? Ga ? Re ? Sa

Note: The specific notes and their usage are crucial for capturing the raga's mood.
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Notes Used in Raga Bihag

The notes form the foundation of the raga's melody:

- Sa (Shadja)
- Re (Rishabh)
- Ga (Gandhar)
- Ma (Madhyam)
- Pa (Pancham)
- Dha (Dhaivat)
- Ni (Nishad)

Special Note: In Raga Bihag, the Ma is often rendered as a sharp (Tivra Ma), adding a distinctive
flavor.

Vadi and Samvadi (Principal and Secondary Notes)

- Vadi (Most important note): Dha
- Samvadi (Second most important note): Ga

These notes serve as anchors in melodic improvisation and composition.

Raga Bihag Notation: The Framework for Performance

Basics of Raga Notation

Raga notation is a simplified way to encode the melodic structure, emphasizing note sequences,
characteristic phrases, and ornamentations. It helps musicians memorize and interpret ragas
accurately.

Key Elements of Raga Bihag Notation:

- Note sequences: The ascending and descending scales.
- Characteristic phrases (Pakad): Signature motifs that define the raga.
- Note emphasis: Highlighting notes like Dha and Ga.
- Gesture notations: Indications for ornamentations such as Meend (glide), Gamak (heavy

oscillation), and Kan (grace notes).
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Standard Notation Symbols for Raga Bihag

| Symbol | Meaning | Usage in Raga Bihag |

|---------|---------|----------------------|

| S | Sa (tonic) | Base note |

| R | Re (Reishabh) | Second note |

| G | Ga (Gandhar) | Third note |

| M | Ma (Madhyam) | Fourth note; often Tivra (sharp) in Raga Bihag |

| P | Pa (Pancham) | Fifth note |

| D | Dha (Dhaivat) | Sixth note |

| N | Ni (Nishad) | Seventh note |

| ? | Meend (slide) | Ornamentation from one note to another |

| ' | Komal (flat) | Not typically used in Bihag; notes are usually shuddha (natural) or tivra |

| [] | Phrase enclosure | Indicates characteristic phrases |

Characteristic Phrases and Motifs in Raga Bihag

Signature Phrases (Pakad)

Pakad encapsulates the essence of Raga Bihag, helping performers capture its mood. Typical
phrases include:

- G?M?D?N?S (descending phrase emphasizing Ga?Ma?Dha?Ni?Sa)
- S?D?P?M?G?R?S (ascending phrase focusing on Dha?Pancham?Ma?Ga?Re?Sa)
- G?R?G?M?D?S (ornamented pattern emphasizing Gamak)

Common Ornamentations
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- Meend: Smooth glide between notes, especially Ma to Dha.
- Gamak: Heavy oscillations on Ga and Dha.
- Kan: Grace notes that embellish the main notes.

Practical Application of Raga Bihag Notation in Performances

Composing and Improvising

Musicians use notation to create alap (slow improvisation), bandish (composition), and instrumental
elaborations. Notation provides a blueprint for improvisation within the raga?s framework.

Learning and Preservation

Students and scholars leverage notation to memorize the raga, understand its structure, and
preserve its unique elements for future generations.

Performance Tips Based on Notation

- Emphasize characteristic phrases (Pakad).
- Use ornamentations like Meend and Gamak to evoke the raga?s mood.
- Focus on the Vadi (Dha) and Samvadi (Ga) for emphasis.
- Maintain the ascent and descent patterns strictly.

Raga Bihag Notation in Different Traditions

Hindustani vs. Carnatic Notation

While Hindustani notation emphasizes improvisation and characteristic phrases, Carnatic notation
tends to be more structured with specific notation for gamakas (ornamentations). However, both
traditions use note sequences as the basis.

Digital and Modern Notation Tools

Contemporary musicians utilize software and mobile apps that encode Raga Bihag notation, making
learning and sharing easier.

Conclusion: The Significance of Raga Bihag Notation

Raga Bihag notation serves as a vital tool for musicians, students, and scholars alike. It
encapsulates the raga?s melodic identity, aids in accurate rendition, and preserves its expressive
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qualities. Understanding the notation system enhances one?s ability to perform, compose, and
appreciate this soulful raga. Whether through traditional oral transmission or modern digital
methods, mastering Raga Bihag notation is essential for anyone dedicated to Indian classical music.

References and Resources

- Books on Hindustani classical music notation
- Online tutorials for Raga Bihag
- Notation software for Indian classical ragas
- Recordings of Raga Bihag performances with annotated notation

Keywords: Raga Bihag notation, Indian classical music notation, Hindustani ragas, Raga Bihag
structure, musical ornamentation, characteristic phrases, raga improvisation, Indian classical music
study
 
Raga Bihag Notation: An In-Depth Exploration of its Structure, Significance, and Evolution

Raga Bihag holds a distinguished place in the Indian classical music tradition, revered for its
exquisite melodic contours and emotive depth. As a pivotal component of Hindustani classical
music, Bihag's notation encapsulates the intricate nuances that define its unique character. This
comprehensive review delves into the intricacies of Raga Bihag notation, examining its theoretical
foundations, practical applications, historical evolution, and contemporary interpretations.

Introduction to Raga Bihag

Raga Bihag is a classical melodic framework belonging to the Kalyan thaat in Hindustani music. It is
primarily performed during the late morning hours, embodying a mood of devotion, serenity, and
lyrical grace. Its distinctive ascending and descending phrases, characteristic note usage, and
expressive ornamentations make it a favorite among performers and audiences alike.

Key features of Raga Bihag include:

- Emphasis on the notes: Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, Ni, with specific emphasis on Re, Ga, and
Dha.

- Characteristic phrases: Descriptive sequences that define its identity.
- Emotive tone: Evokes feelings of devotion, longing, and serenity.

Understanding its notation requires a grasp of its structural elements, including the swaras (notes),
ascending and descending patterns, and characteristic motifs.
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Foundations of Raga Bihag Notation

Notation in Indian classical music encompasses both the theoretical representation of notes and the
performance practice. It bridges oral tradition with written documentation, facilitating learning,
analysis, and preservation.

Historical Context of Raga Notation

Historically, Indian classical music was transmitted orally, relying heavily on oral transmission from
guru to disciple. The advent of notation systems aimed to document ragas for pedagogical and
archival purposes. Early manuscripts and treatises, such as the Sangitaratnakara and
Bhatkhande?s notation system, laid the groundwork for modern representations.

In the context of Raga Bihag, notation evolved from simple syllabic representations to detailed
symbolic systems that capture microtonal nuances and ornamentations.

Types of Raga Notation Systems

- Sargam notation: Uses Sanskrit syllables (Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, Ni) to denote notes.
- Alankar notation: Incorporates ornamentations and specific phrases.
- Western staff notation: Rarely used but adopted in some fusion and academic contexts, often

supplemented with microtonal indicators.
- Graphic notation: Visual symbols indicating ornamentation, tempo, and emphasis.

For Raga Bihag, traditional sargam and alankar notations are most prevalent, with detailed
microtonal and ornamental indications.

Structural Components of Raga Bihag Notation

Accurate notation of Raga Bihag captures its melodic contours, characteristic phrases, and
ornamentations. Here we analyze each component comprehensively.

Scale and Notes

Raga Bihag is typically associated with the following scale:

- Aaroh (ascending): Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa
- Avaroh (descending): Sa Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa
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Note emphasis: Re, Ga, and Dha are often rendered with specific microtonal inflections (komal or
shuddha), and ornamentations.

Characteristic Phrases and Motifs

Notational representations often include:

- Pakad (signature phrase): The core melodic motif that encapsulates the raga's identity.
- Visheshang (distinctive phrase): Unique phrases that highlight the raga's mood.

For Bihag, typical phrases include:

- Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa (ascending)
- Sa Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa (descending)
- Special ornamentations like oscillations (andolan) on Re and Dha.

Ornamentation and Gamak Notation

Ornamentations such as:

- Gamak: Rapid oscillation between notes.
- Meend: Smooth glide across notes.
- Andolan: Vibrato or shake.

In notation, these are represented via:

- Curved lines (slurs) indicating meend.
- Wavy or zigzag lines for gamak.
- Dots or symbols indicating vibrato.

Example notation snippet:

- Re?Ga (with a curved line) indicating a meend.
- Dha?Sa with oscillation symbols.

Rhythmic and Tempo Indications
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Though primarily melodic, some notation systems incorporate:

- Taal (rhythmic cycle) markings.
- Tempo directives.

Practical Application of Raga Bihag Notation

Using notation as a guide, performers interpret and improvise within the framework of Raga Bihag.
The notation acts as both a blueprint and a canvas for expressive nuances.

Learning and Teaching

- Notation provides a reference for students to internalize the raga?s phrases.
- Teachers annotate compositions with detailed ornamentation cues.
- Practice involves translating notation into melodic execution, emphasizing microtonal inflections.

Performance Practice

- Musicians interpret the notation dynamically, infusing personal expression.
- Ornamentations are often improvised, guided by the notation's indications.
- Notation aids in preserving the raga?s purity during performances.

Contemporary Digital Notation Tools

- Software like SwarShala, RagaMap, and SaReGaMa facilitate digital notation.
- Use of MIDI and microtonal notation allows for precise rendering.

Evolution and Variations in Raga Bihag Notation

Over centuries, the notation of Raga Bihag has evolved, responding to pedagogical needs,
technological advances, and stylistic interpretations.

Historical Manuscripts and Variants

- Older texts display simplified notation, focusing on scale and key phrases.
- Variations emerged regionally, with certain phrases emphasized differently.
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Modern Interpretations and Notation Innovations

- Incorporation of microtonal symbols to capture nuanced intonation.
- Use of graphical symbols for ornamentations.
- Digital notation allows for precise microtonal pitch representation, often using cents or frequency

ratios.

Impact of Fusion and Cross-Cultural Influences

- Fusion genres adapt Bihag?s notation for Western instruments.
- Notation systems incorporate additional symbols for improvisation cues.

Challenges in Raga Bihag Notation

- Microtonal precision: Capturing subtle pitch variations remains complex.
- Ornamentation complexity: Notation may not fully represent spontaneous embellishments.
- Subjectivity in interpretation: Variations in style may lead to different realizations of the same

notation.

Efforts are ongoing to standardize notation systems for better preservation and dissemination.

Conclusion: The Significance of Raga Bihag Notation in Preservation
and Innovation

Raga Bihag notation serves as a vital bridge between tradition and modernity, enabling the
preservation of its rich melodic fabric while allowing room for individual expression. As digital tools
become more sophisticated, the notation's accuracy and accessibility will continue to improve,
fostering greater appreciation and understanding of this exquisite raga.

Understanding the notation intricacies of Raga Bihag not only enhances scholarly appreciation but
also deepens performers? interpretative depth, ensuring its legacy endures for generations to come.

References and Suggested Readings

- Bhatkhande, Vishnu Digambar. Kramik Pustak Malika. (for foundational notation systems)
- S. K. Chatterji. Ragas of North India. (for raga analysis)
- Manorma Sharma. Music and Musicians of India. (for historical context)

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 9 of 20



Raga bihag notation Manual Vol. 2025, Issue 3

- Online platforms: SwarShala, RagaMap, SaReGaMa (for digital notation tools)

In summary, Raga Bihag notation encapsulates a complex interplay of scale, motifs,
ornamentations, and expressive nuances. Its study offers insights not only into the technical aspects
of Hindustani classical music but also into its emotional and spiritual depths. As technology and
scholarship advance, the notation will continue to evolve, ensuring that the beauty of Raga Bihag
remains accessible, interpretable, and inspiring for future generations.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the notation used to represent Raga Bihag in Indian classical music?
Raga Bihag is typically notated using Sargam notation, which includes specific note sequences and
phrases highlighting its characteristic ascent (Aaroh) and descent (Avaroh). Notation may also
include specific gamakas (ornamentations) to capture its nuances. How is Raga Bihag notated
differently from other ragas in Indian classical music? Raga Bihag's notation emphasizes its unique
phrases, especially the use of the notes Ga and Ni with specific ornamentations. Unlike other ragas,
its notation often highlights its pentatonic nature with specific ascending and descending patterns
that distinguish it. Are there standard notation charts available for Raga Bihag? Yes, several
notation charts and diagrams exist for Raga Bihag, illustrating its characteristic scales, phrases, and
ornamentations, which are used by students and performers to learn and interpret the raga
accurately. Can Raga Bihag be notated using Western musical notation? While traditional Indian
notation uses Sargam and specific notation symbols, Raga Bihag can be transcribed into Western
notation by mapping the swaras to Western pitches, but capturing its unique ornamentations and
nuances requires detailed notation beyond simple pitch notation. What are the key features to
include in Raga Bihag notation to capture its essence? Key features include the specific ascent and
descent patterns (Aaroh and Avaroh), characteristic phrases like 'Ni Sa Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa', and
ornamentations such as gamakas that define Bihag's mood and flavor. How does notation help in
learning Raga Bihag effectively? Notation provides a visual guide to the specific note sequences,
phrases, and ornamentations, enabling students to internalize the raga's structure accurately and
reproduce its distinctive mood and expressions. Are there digital tools available for notating Raga
Bihag? Yes, several digital music notation tools like Sibelius, Finale, and music21 can be used to
notate Raga Bihag, allowing for detailed representation of its notes, phrases, and ornamentations
for study and performance. What challenges are faced when notating Raga Bihag? The main
challenges include capturing the subtle gamakas (ornamentations) and the expressive nuances that
are often improvised in performances, making precise notation complex and requiring expert insight
into the raga's nuances. 

 
Related keywords: raga bihag, Indian classical music, notation system, ragas, Bihag raga, Indian
music notation, classical raga notation, melodic notation, Indian music scales, raga Bihag
composition
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raag bihag sargam

Raag Bihag Sargam: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Structure and Significance

Understanding the nuances of Indian classical music involves delving into the intricate details of
ragas, their scales, and their emotional expressions. Among these, Raag Bihag Sargam holds a
special place for its soothing melodies and profound spiritual connotations. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of Raag Bihag Sargam, covering its structure, historical background,
emotional essence, and how it is performed in classical concerts.

Introduction to Raag Bihag Sargam

Raag Bihag Sargam is a classical raga from the Hindustani music tradition known for its lilting,
melodious quality. It is typically performed during late evening hours, evoking feelings of devotion,
serenity, and introspection. The term "Bihag" itself is associated with the spring season and gentle
breezes, making it a raga that embodies grace and calmness.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Origins of Raag Bihag

Raag Bihag's origins trace back centuries to the classical texts and oral traditions of Indian music. It
is believed to have evolved from earlier ragas and has been a favorite among maestros like Ustad
Amir Khan and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi. The raga's name is linked to the Bihag Thaat in Hindustani
music, which is characterized by specific scale patterns and emotional themes.

Role in Indian Classical Music

Raag Bihag is often performed in classical concerts, dance performances, and spiritual gatherings.
Its gentle, flowing notes make it suitable for improvisation and elaboration, allowing performers to
express deep emotional layers. It is also associated with devotional singing and is frequently used in
Bhajans and Kirtans.

Structural Components of Raag Bihag Sargam

Understanding the sargam (solfège) of Raag Bihag is essential for grasping its unique sound and
mood. The structure involves specific notes (swaras), their sequences, and characteristic phrases
that define the raga.

Swaras (Notes) Used in Raag Bihag
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The basic notes (swaras) involved in Raag Bihag are:

- Sa (Shadja)
- Re (Rishabh)
- Ga (Gandhar)
- Ma (Madhyam)
- Pa (Pancham)
- Dha (Dhaivat)
- Ni (Nishad)

However, the usage of these notes is specific and nuanced, contributing to the raga's distinctive
flavor.

Sargam (Scale) of Raag Bihag

The typical sargam for Raag Bihag is:

- Aaroha (Ascending scale): Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa
- Avaroha (Descending scale): Sa Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa

Note Characteristics:

- Re (Rekha Rishabh) is often komal (flat) or shuddha (natural), depending on the stylistic
interpretation.

- Ga (Gandhar) is usually shuddha (natural).
- Ma (Madhyam) can be shuddha or tivra (sharp), but in Bihag, shuddha Ma is predominantly

used.
- Dha (Dhaivat) and Ni (Nishad) are typically shuddha.

This scale emphasizes the notes Ga, Ma, and Dha, creating a soothing and melodious effect.

Key Phrases and Motifs

Certain characteristic phrases (pakad) define the identity of Raag Bihag:

- Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa
- Sa Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa
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- Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Sa
- Emphasis on meend (glide) from Re to Ga and Dha to Ni

These phrases are used in improvisation to evoke the mood and essence of the raga.

Emotional and Expressive Aspects of Raag Bihag

Rasa (Sentiment) Evoked

Raag Bihag is associated with the following rasas:

- Bhakti (devotion)
- Shanta (peace)
- Karuna (compassion)
- Sringara (romantic love, subtle)

Its gentle notes and flowing melodic structure inspire feelings of tranquility, spiritual longing, and
gentle joy.

Ideal Times for Performance

According to classical guidelines, Raag Bihag is best performed:

- During late evening hours (around 4 PM to 7 PM)
- In a calm, meditative environment

This timing enhances its meditative and devotional qualities.

Seasonal Connection

Bihag is often associated with the spring season, symbolizing renewal and freshness. The raga?s
light and airy feel resonate with the blooming of flowers and gentle breezes of spring.

Performance Aspects of Raag Bihag Sargam

Alap and Improvisation

A typical performance of Raag Bihag involves:
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- Alap: An improvisational introduction that explores the notes and phrases of the raga without
rhythmic accompaniment.

- Jor and Jhala: Further development with rhythmic pulse and fast-paced sequences.
- Bandish: A fixed composition set to a particular tala (rhythmic cycle).
- Taans and improvisations: Rapid melodic runs highlighting characteristic phrases.

Common Compositions in Raag Bihag

Some popular compositions include:

- Vilambit (slow tempo) khayal compositions
- Thumris and semi-classical pieces
- Bhajans and devotional songs

Instrumental and Vocal Performance Tips

To effectively perform Raag Bihag:

- Emphasize the gentle glide (meend) between notes.
- Use soft and expressive ornamentation (gamak, murki).
- Maintain the rasa of serenity throughout the performance.
- Incorporate characteristic phrases (pakad) to establish the raga's identity.

Learning and Practicing Raag Bihag Sargam

Steps for Beginners

- Familiarize yourself with the basic scale (sargam) and characteristic phrases.
- Practice the aroha and avaroha slowly, gradually increasing tempo.
- Listen to renditions by renowned artists to internalize the mood and style.
- Practice improvisation (alap and taans) emphasizing the specific notes and phrases.

Advanced Practice Techniques

- Use Tanpura accompaniment to develop perfect pitch and tonal stability.
- Experiment with different ornamentations to enhance expressiveness.
- Study various bandish compositions to understand the lyrical and melodic structure.
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Notable Artists Known for Raag Bihag

- Ustad Amir Khan
- Pandit Bhimsen Joshi
- Kishori Amonkar
- Rashid Khan

Their renditions serve as excellent references for students and enthusiasts aiming to master the
raga.

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of Raag Bihag Sargam

Raag Bihag Sargam remains a timeless piece of Indian classical music, celebrated for its ability to
evoke deep emotional and spiritual feelings. Its delicate scale, characteristic phrases, and the
profound rasa it generates make it a favorite among artists and audiences alike. Whether performed
in a traditional setting or as part of contemporary musical explorations, Raag Bihag continues to
inspire and soothe listeners, embodying the essence of serenity and devotion.

Summary of Key Points:

- Raag Bihag is a late evening raga from the Hindustani tradition, associated with serenity and
devotion.

- Its sargam involves specific notes: Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa (ascending) and Sa Ni Dha Pa
Ma Ga Re Sa (descending).

- The raga emphasizes gentle, flowing phrases and ornamentations.
- It evokes feelings of peace, spiritual longing, and gentle joy.
- Performed during spring and late evening hours, aligning with its seasonal and temporal

themes.
- Renowned artists have contributed to its popularity through exquisite renditions.

Further Resources:

- Listen to recordings by Ustad Amir Khan and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi.
- Study classical compositions and bandish in Raag Bihag.
- Attend live performances or online tutorials to deepen understanding.

By exploring the depths of Raag Bihag Sargam, enthusiasts can gain a richer appreciation for its
beauty and emotional power, enriching their musical journey and cultural knowledge.
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Raag Bihag Sargam: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Foundations and Significance

Raag Bihag Sargam stands as a captivating and revered melody within the vast expanse of Indian
classical music. Rooted deeply in the traditions of Hindustani classical music, this raag evokes a
sense of serenity, devotion, and introspection. Its intricate structure, emotional depth, and historical
significance make it a subject of profound interest for musicians, musicologists, and enthusiasts
alike. In this comprehensive exploration, we delve into every facet of Raag Bihag Sargam, from its
origins and theoretical framework to its performance nuances and emotional essence.

Introduction to Raag Bihag Sargam

Raag Bihag Sargam is a melodic framework that belongs primarily to the Bhairav Thaat, though it
also shares characteristics with other thaats such as Kalyan and Asavari. Its distinctive features lie
in its soothing yet expressive mood, making it suitable for both devotional and romantic
compositions. The term ?Bihag? is often associated with a sense of longing and devotion, while
?Sargam? refers to the use of the basic notes (Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, Ni) that form the
foundation of the raag.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Origins and Evolution

The origins of Raag Bihag are traced back to ancient Indian musical traditions, with references
found in classical texts and compositions that date several centuries back. Over time, it has evolved
through various gharanas (schools) like Gwalior, Agra, and Kirana, each adding their unique touch
to its rendition.

Historically, Bihag has been favored in both vocal and instrumental performances, especially in
khayal, thumri, and bhajan genres. Its spiritual connotations make it a preferred choice for
devotional singing, especially in compositions dedicated to Lord Krishna and other deities.

Role in Indian Classical Music

Raag Bihag holds a significant place in the Indian classical repertoire because of its versatility and
expressive potential. It is often used to explore themes of love, devotion, and longing, resonating
deeply with listeners and performers alike.

Theoretical Framework of Raag Bihag Sargam

Understanding the structure of Raag Bihag Sargam requires a detailed look at its notes, ascent

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 16 of 20



Raga bihag notation Manual Vol. 2025, Issue 3

(Aaroh), descent (Avaroh), and characteristic phrases.

Thaat and Scale

- Thaat: Bhairav (primarily), with influences from Kalyan.
- Aaroh (Ascending scale): Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa
- Avaroh (Descending scale): Sa Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa

Note: The notes used in Bihag are typically shuddha (natural) but can sometimes incorporate komal
(flat) variants depending on the gharana and rendition style.

Vadi and Samvadi

- Vadi (Most prominent note): Dha (Dhaivat)
- Samvadi (Second most prominent note): Ga (Gandhar)

These notes serve as anchors in improvisations and compositions, guiding the emotional and
structural development of the raag.

Characteristic Phrases (Pakad)

The unique identity of Raag Bihag is captured through specific phrases, such as:

- Ga Ma Pa Dha Ni Sa (ascending)
- Ni Dha Pa Ma Ga Re Sa (descending)
- Emphasis on Ga Ma and Dha Ni Sa to evoke the raag?s mood.

Performance Aspects and Nuances

Time of Performance

Raag Bihag is traditionally performed during the late morning hours, approximately from 9:00 AM to
12:00 PM, aligning with the natural mood and energy of that time.

Instrumental and Vocal Renderings

- Vocal: Singers often employ slow, elaborate alap sections to set the mood, followed by
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compositions like bandish, khayal, or thumri.
- Instruments: Sitar, sarod, flute, and sarangi are commonly used. The use of tanpura provides a

harmonic drone that emphasizes the raag?s scale.
- Gharanas' Approach: Different gharanas interpret Bihag with subtle variations; for example, the

Gwalior gharana emphasizes clarity and precision, while the Kirana gharana focuses on slow,
intricate alap.

Distinctive Features in Performance

- Emphasis on Gandhar (Ga) and Dhaivat (Dha) to evoke emotional depth.
- Use of Meend (glides) and Andolan (oscillations) to enhance expressiveness.
- Avoidance of sharper notes or komal variants unless stylistically justified.

Emotional and Aesthetic Dimensions

Raag Bihag is renowned for its capacity to evoke feelings of devotion, longing, and serenity. Its
gentle, flowing phrases create an ambiance of peaceful introspection, making it ideal for meditative
and spiritual settings.

- Mood (Rasa): Bhakti (devotion), Shanta (peace), and Karuna (compassion).
- Time Rasa: Morning serenity, awakening spirituality.
- Aesthetic (Rasa and Bhava): The raag often expresses Shanta (peace) and Shringara (romantic

love), blending devotion with tender love.

Popular Compositions and Notable Artists

Classical Compositions

- Traditional khayal compositions focusing on Tans and Alap.
- Devotional bhajans and thumris that highlight the romantic and devotional aspects.
- Instrumental improvisations showcasing the raag's fluidity.

Notable Artists and Their Interpretations

- Pandit Bhimsen Joshi: Known for his deep, devotional renditions, emphasizing emotional
intensity.

- Ustad Amir Khan: His slow, meditative style brought out the spiritual depth of Bihag.
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- Begum Akhtar: Famous for her expressive thumris and ghazals in Bihag.
- Ravi Shankar: Instrumental adaptations that highlight the raag?s melodic contours.

Learning and Practicing Raag Bihag Sargam

Basic Steps for Beginners

- Familiarize with the Scale: Practice the ascending and descending scales slowly.
- Master the Pakad: Internalize characteristic phrases.
- Riyaz (Practice): Daily practice focusing on smooth transitions and emotional expression.
- Listen Deeply: Study recordings of master artists to grasp nuances.

Advanced Techniques

- Incorporate Meend and Kan (grace notes) for expressiveness.
- Explore Taan patterns to add rhythm and vibrancy.
- Experiment with compositions in different tempos and moods.

Conclusion: The Enduring Charm of Raag Bihag Sargam

Raag Bihag Sargam remains a timeless jewel in the treasure chest of Indian classical music. Its
balanced blend of serenity and emotional depth allows performers to convey profound feelings of
devotion and longing, resonating deeply with audiences across generations. Whether in the hushed
moments of morning prayer or in the vibrant improvisations of a concert stage, Bihag continues to
inspire and elevate the spirit.

Mastering this raag demands patience, sensitivity, and a deep understanding of its structural and
emotional layers. Its rich heritage and continued relevance stand testament to the enduring beauty
of Indian musical traditions. Aspiring musicians and seasoned artists alike find in Raag Bihag
Sargam a canvas for expression, a vessel for devotion, and a bridge to India's spiritual and artistic
heritage.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is Raag Bihag and what mood does it convey? Raag Bihag is a classical
Indian raga known for its serene and devotional mood. It evokes feelings of devotion, tranquility, and
love, often performed during evening hours. What are the basic notes (sargam) used in Raag
Bihag? Raag Bihag primarily uses the notes Sa, Re, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, and Ni. The specific sargam
emphasizes the use of Ma (Major third) and Dha (Major sixth) with distinctive patterns that define its
character. How is Raag Bihag different from other Bihag variants? While Bihag encompasses
several ragas, Raag Bihag is distinguished by its specific note patterns and time of performance. It
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emphasizes the komal (flat) Dha and Ni, creating a unique melodic structure compared to other
Bihag ragas. Can beginners learn Raag Bihag easily? Yes, beginners with basic knowledge of
Indian classical music can learn Raag Bihag, as it follows a relatively straightforward scale and
pattern. However, mastering its emotional depth and nuances may require dedicated practice. What
are some popular compositions or bandishes in Raag Bihag? Many classical compositions and
devotional songs are set in Raag Bihag, including traditional bandishes like 'Bihag Mein Ghar Aaja'
and various thumris and khayals performed by renowned artists. Is Raag Bihag performed during
specific festivals or occasions? Raag Bihag is often performed during evening classical concerts and
devotional gatherings. Its soothing and uplifting mood makes it suitable for spiritual and meditative
occasions. 
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