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BS EN 22553 weld symbols: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding and Applying Weld
Symbols in Engineering and Fabrication

Welding symbols are an essential part of engineering drawings and fabrication documentation,
providing clear instructions for weld types, sizes, and other important details. Among the
internationally recognized standards, BS EN 22553 plays a crucial role in defining the weld symbols
used in technical drawings within the UK and Europe. Understanding these symbols ensures precise
communication between designers, engineers, and welders, leading to high-quality welds and
efficient fabrication processes.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the BS EN 22553 weld symbols, explaining their
significance, how to read and interpret them, and best practices for applying them in your projects.

Overview of BS EN 22553 Standard

What is BS EN 22553?

BS EN 22553 is a European Standard that specifies the graphical symbols used for welding,
including the detailed representations of weld types, sizes, and additional information. The standard
aims to harmonize welding symbols across Europe, ensuring consistency and clarity in technical
drawings.

This standard is part of a series that covers various aspects of welding symbols, but BS EN 22553
specifically focuses on the graphical representation of welds, making it an indispensable resource
for engineers, draftspersons, and welders.

Scope and Application

The BS EN 22553 standard applies to:

- Structural steelwork
- Mechanical engineering components
- Fabrication drawings for welded assemblies
- Certification of welded joints

It provides a comprehensive set of symbols and rules for depicting different types of welds, weld
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sizes, weld lengths, and additional instructions, facilitating effective communication across the
manufacturing process.

Understanding the Components of BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

Weld symbols under BS EN 22553 are composed of various elements that convey specific
information about the welds. Familiarity with these components is key to interpreting and applying
the symbols correctly.

Basic Elements of a Weld Symbol

The main components include:

- Welding symbol (arrow and reference line)
- Basic weld symbol (shapes indicating weld type)
- Supplementary symbols (indications for weld size, length, contour, and finish)
- Tail (optional, used for additional instructions or standards references)

The Welding Symbol and Reference Line

- The reference line is a horizontal line representing the weld to be made.
- An arrow points from the reference line to the joint where the weld is required.
- The position of the weld symbol in relation to the reference line indicates whether the weld is to

be made on the arrow side or the other side of the joint.

Arrow Side and Non-Arrow Side

- The arrow side (or "side A") is where the arrow points.
- The other side (or "side B") is opposite the arrow.
- Symbols placed below the reference line indicate welds on the arrow side; symbols above

indicate welds on the non-arrow side.

Types of Weld Symbols as per BS EN 22553

The standard defines various basic weld types, each represented by specific graphical symbols.

Common Basic Weld Symbols
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- Fillet Weld: A triangular symbol indicating a weld that joins two surfaces at a right angle.
- Groove Weld: Symbols representing different groove weld types such as V-groove, bevel,

U-groove, and square groove.
- Edge Weld: For welding along the edge of a plate or section.
- Spot and Plug Welds: Represented by circles or other specific symbols.
- Surfacing Weld: For applying weld metal on a surface for reinforcement or corrosion protection.

Graphical Representation of Basic Welds

| Weld Type | Symbol Description | Example Illustration |

|-----------------------|------------------------------------------|----------------------------------------|

| Fillet Weld | Right-angled triangle | ![Fillet weld symbol]() |

| V-Groove Weld | 'V' shape with a line at the root | ![V-Groove weld symbol]() |

| Bevel Groove Weld | Triangle with beveled edge | ![Bevel groove weld symbol]() |

| Square Groove Weld | Square shape | ![Square groove weld symbol]() |

| U-Groove Weld | 'U'-shaped groove | ![U-Groove weld symbol]() |

(Note: In the actual article, insert appropriate images or diagrams representing each symbol.)

Adding Details to Weld Symbols

BS EN 22553 allows for additional information to be added to the basic symbols to specify details
such as size, length, contour, and finishing.

Weld Size and Length

- Weld Size: Usually indicated next to the weld symbol with a dimension (e.g., 6 mm).
- Weld Length: Shown as a series of short dashes or a specific length measurement.
- Number of Welds: When multiple welds are required, numbers are used to specify how many.

Contour and Profile Symbols

Additional symbols specify the desired weld profile:
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- Flat: No additional symbol.
- Concave: A curved line below the reference line.
- Convex: A curved line above the reference line.
- Other profiles: Beveled, flush, or miscellaneous contours.

Finish Symbols

Symbols indicating surface finish requirements:

- Grind finish: A check mark.
- Brush finish: A zigzag line.
- Rough finish: Wavy line.

Using the Tail and Additional Instructions

The tail of the weld symbol can include:

- References to standards (e.g., BS EN 22553)
- Welding process instructions
- Specific notes or instructions for the welder

Additional symbols or notes can be added in the tail to clarify special requirements or procedures.

Interpreting and Applying BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols in Drawings

Step-by-Step Approach to Reading Weld Symbols

- Identify the reference line and locate the arrow.
- Determine the side of the joint (arrow side or non-arrow side) based on symbol placement.
- Recognize the basic weld type from the graphical symbol.
- Note additional details such as size, length, contour, and finish.
- Consult the tail for special instructions or standards references.
- Apply the information to the fabrication process accurately.

Applying Weld Symbols in Practice

- Always verify that the symbols conform to BS EN 22553 standards.
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- Cross-reference with the project specifications and welding procedures.
- Use clear and unambiguous symbols to prevent misinterpretation.
- Ensure welders understand the symbols and the required weld quality.

Best Practices for Using BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

- Standardization: Use the standard symbols consistently across all drawings.
- Clarity: Avoid clutter; include only necessary information.
- Verification: Double-check symbol accuracy before fabrication.
- Training: Ensure team members are familiar with BS EN 22553 symbols.
- Documentation: Keep detailed records of welding instructions and standards compliance.

Advantages of Using BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

- Promotes clear communication across teams.
- Reduces errors and rework.
- Ensures compliance with European standards.
- Facilitates inspection and quality assurance.
- Supports automation and CAD integration.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

- Misinterpretation of symbols:
- Provide training sessions.
- Use annotated drawings.
- Inconsistent application:
- Establish company standards aligned with BS EN 22553.
- Regularly review and update drawing practices.
- Complex assemblies:
- Break down into simpler sub-assemblies for clarity.
- Use detailed notes and references.

Conclusion

Understanding and correctly applying BS EN 22553 weld symbols is vital for ensuring high-quality
welds, clear communication, and compliance with European standards. Whether you are designing,
drafting, or welding, mastering these symbols will streamline your processes and improve overall
project outcomes. By familiarizing yourself with the basic symbols, additional indications, and best
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practices, you can confidently interpret and create detailed, accurate welding drawings that meet
industry standards.

Investing time in understanding BS EN 22553 not only enhances technical proficiency but also
contributes to safer, more efficient, and more reliable fabrication and construction projects across
various industries.

References:

- BS EN 22553: Welding ? Graphical symbols for welding, brazing, and soldering.
- European Welding Standards Documentation.
- Industry best practices for welding documentation and communication.

Note: Always consult the latest version of BS EN 22553 and relevant standards for detailed
specifications and updates.
 
BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols: An In-Depth Guide for Industry Professionals

Welding symbols are an essential component of engineering drawings, serving as a universal
language that communicates the specifics of welds needed in fabrication and assembly. Among
these, BS EN 22553 weld symbols stand out as a standardized system that ensures clarity,
consistency, and precision across various industries and geographic boundaries. This
comprehensive guide explores every facet of BS EN 22553 weld symbols, from their origin and
structure to practical application and interpretation.

Introduction to BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

BS EN 22553 is a European standard that specifies the graphical symbols used to denote weld
types, weld sizes, weld positions, and other critical welding details on technical drawings. It aligns
with international standards, particularly ISO 2553, but adapts them for European use, ensuring
harmonized communication across diverse manufacturing sectors.

The primary purpose of BS EN 22553 weld symbols is to:

- Convey detailed welding instructions unambiguously.
- Minimize misinterpretation during fabrication.
- Facilitate quality control and inspection processes.
- Ensure compliance with safety and engineering standards.
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Historical Background and Standardization

Before the establishment of BS EN 22553, various countries and organizations used different
systems and symbols, leading to confusion and errors. The standard was developed to unify welding
notation, reflecting best practices while accommodating Europe's diverse industrial landscape.

Key milestones include:

- Adoption of ISO 2553 as the basis for the standard.
- Revision and harmonization efforts to align with other European standards.
- Integration into the broader BS EN standards series related to welding and fabrication.

This standardization ensures that engineers, welders, inspectors, and fabricators are on the same
page, regardless of location.

Structure and Components of BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

Understanding the structure of BS EN 22553 weld symbols is vital for accurate interpretation. The
symbols comprise various elements, each conveying specific information about the weld.

Basic Components

- Arrow Line: Connects the reference line to the welding symbol, indicating the side of the joint
where the weld is applied.

- Reference Line (or Lead Line): The horizontal line that holds the various symbols and details.
- Tail: Optional section extending from the reference line, used to include supplementary

information such as welding process, notes, or standards.

Symbol Elements

- Weld Type Symbol: Graphical representation of the type of weld (e.g., fillet, groove, plug).
- Weld Size: Numerical value indicating the weld's dimensions.
- Weld Length: Usually specified in the form of a number or range.
- Contour Symbols: Denote the shape or profile of the weld (e.g., flush, convex, concave).
- Preparation Symbols: Indicate surface preparations such as grinding, machining, or cleaning.
- Finish Symbols: Show surface finish requirements, like grinding or polishing.
- Inspection and Testing Symbols: Represent non-destructive testing (NDT) or other quality

checks.
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Types of Weld Symbols in BS EN 22553

The standard encompasses a comprehensive set of symbols to depict various welding techniques:

Common Weld Types

- Fillet Welds: Represented by a right-angled triangle symbol.
- Groove Welds: Symbols indicating V, bevel, U, J, or double-V welds.
- Plug and Slot Welds: Circular or elongated symbols denoting welds filling holes or slots.
- Surfacing Welds: Indicated by a specific symbol for surface overlays.
- Combined Welds: Symbols combining features of different weld types.

Specialized Symbols

- Backing Welds: To support or reinforce the main weld.
- Seam Welds: For continuous welding along joints.
- Plug or Slot Welds: For filling holes or slots in components.
- Spot Welds: Used in sheet metal assembly.

Each type has a standardized graphical representation, often supplemented with additional details
like size and length.

Interpreting and Applying BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

The effective use of weld symbols hinges on proper interpretation. Here?s a step-by-step approach:

Step 1: Identify the Reference Line

- Located horizontally on the drawing.
- The arrow points to the joint, indicating which side the weld applies to.

Step 2: Read the Arrow Side and Non-Arrow Side

- The side of the joint where the arrow points is called the "arrow side."
- The opposite side is the "other side."
- Weld symbols or instructions placed above or below the reference line specify the welds on

respective sides.
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Step 3: Interpret the Symbol Elements

- Recognize the graphical representation of the weld type.
- Check for numerical values indicating size, length, or spacing.
- Look for additional symbols for contour, preparation, or finish.

Step 4: Review the Tail for Additional Notes

- Contains supplementary instructions, standards, or specifications.
- May specify welding process, electrode type, or inspection requirements.

Step 5: Confirm and Cross-Reference

- Ensure all symbols are consistent with project standards.
- Cross-check with specifications or welding procedure specifications (WPS).

Practical Examples of BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

To illustrate, consider these common examples:

Example 1: Fillet Weld on Arrow Side

- Symbol: A right-angled triangle below the reference line.
- Size: 6 mm (indicated above or below the symbol).
- Contour: Convex (indicated by a specific symbol).
- Application: Weld applied on the arrow side, with a 6 mm fillet weld.

Example 2: Groove Weld on Non-Arrow Side

- Symbol: V-groove indicated above the reference line.
- Size: 10 mm.
- Preparation: Machined or ground surface indicated in the tail.
- Application: Groove weld on the non-arrow side, with specific size.

Example 3: Plug Weld with Inspection Notes
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- Symbol: A circle with a line through it.
- Diameter: 12 mm.
- Additional Note: NDT required, specified in the tail.
- Application: Filling holes or slots with a plug weld, inspected per standards.

Standards and Codes Complementing BS EN 22553

While BS EN 22553 provides a robust framework, it often works in tandem with other standards:

- ISO 2553: The international equivalent, serving as the basis for BS EN 22553.
- EN 1090: For structural steel work, including welding requirements.
- BS EN ISO 15614: Welding procedure qualification.
- ASME Section IX: For welding in pressure vessels and piping, often cross-referenced.

Understanding these interconnected standards enhances the application and compliance of weld
symbols.

Best Practices for Using BS EN 22553 Weld Symbols

Implementing best practices ensures clarity and quality:

- Consistency: Use standard symbols uniformly across drawings.
- Clarity: Avoid clutter; keep symbols and notes clear and legible.
- Detail: Include comprehensive information, especially for complex welds.
- Verification: Cross-check symbols with WPS and project specifications.
- Training: Ensure all personnel are familiar with BS EN 22553 standards.

Challenges and Common Mistakes

Despite its clarity, misinterpretations can occur. Common pitfalls include:

- Ambiguous Symbols: Using non-standard or unclear symbols.
- Incorrect Side Specification: Misplacing symbols above/below the reference line.
- Omission of Details: Missing weld size, contour, or preparation info.
- Ignoring Supplementary Notes: Overlooking tail instructions.

Addressing these issues requires thorough training, meticulous drawing review, and adherence to
standards.
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Future Trends and Developments

As manufacturing evolves, so do standards and practices:

- Digital Integration: CAD software increasingly incorporates BS EN 22553 symbols for seamless
design.

- Automation and Robotics: Precise symbols facilitate automated welding processes.
- Enhanced Clarity: Ongoing revisions aim for even clearer, more comprehensive symbols.
- Global Harmonization: Continued efforts to unify welding standards worldwide.

Conclusion

BS EN 22553 weld symbols are a cornerstone of modern engineering and fabrication, providing a
universally understood language for specifying welds in drawings. Their detailed structure,
standardized elements, and comprehensive coverage make them indispensable for ensuring quality,
safety, and efficiency in manufacturing processes.

By mastering the interpretation and application of these symbols, engineers, welders, and inspectors
can significantly improve communication, reduce errors, and uphold the highest standards of
craftsmanship. As industries move towards greater automation and digitalization, the importance of
standardized welding symbols like BS EN 22553 will only increase, shaping the future of fabrication
and structural integrity.

Remember: Proper understanding and consistent application of BS EN 22553 weld symbols are
critical to project success, compliance, and safety. Always consult the latest standards
documentation and ensure all team members are trained in their use.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of BS EN 22553 weld symbols? BS EN 22553 weld
symbols provide standardized notation for indicating welding requirements and specifications on
engineering drawings, ensuring clear communication between designers, engineers, and welders.
How are weld symbols represented according to BS EN 22553? Weld symbols in BS EN 22553 are
represented using a combination of standardized symbols, modifiers, and dimensions placed on
reference lines and tails in engineering drawings to specify weld types, sizes, and other
requirements. What are the main types of welds covered by BS EN 22553? BS EN 22553 covers
various weld types including fillet welds, groove welds, corner welds, plug welds, and spot welds,
among others, providing symbols for each to ensure precise communication. How do I interpret a
weld symbol with multiple modifiers in BS EN 22553? Multiple modifiers in a weld symbol specify
additional requirements such as weld size, length, contour, or specific welding process details, and
should be read in the sequence as indicated in the standard to accurately understand the welding
instructions. Is BS EN 22553 applicable internationally or only in Europe? While BS EN 22553 is a
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European standard, it is widely recognized internationally, especially in regions adopting European
standards, but always verify the specific project or client requirements for compliance. How do I
specify weld size using BS EN 22553 weld symbols? Weld size is indicated using numerical values
placed on the weld symbol, often accompanied by additional modifiers to specify the exact
dimensions as per the standard?s guidelines. Can BS EN 22553 weld symbols be used for
automated welding processes? Yes, BS EN 22553 weld symbols can be used for automated
welding, but they should be supplemented with detailed instructions and specifications suitable for
automation to ensure consistent quality. What are common mistakes to avoid when using BS EN
22553 weld symbols? Common mistakes include incorrect placement of symbols, misinterpretation
of modifiers, omitting essential information, and not following the standard?s guidelines for clarity,
which can lead to welding errors. How does BS EN 22553 ensure clarity in welding drawings? The
standard provides a clear, consistent system of symbols and notation that reduces ambiguity,
ensuring all parties understand welding requirements accurately and consistently across projects.
Where can I find the official BS EN 22553 standard documentation? The official BS EN 22553
standard can be purchased from official standards organizations such as BSI (British Standards
Institution) or accessed through authorized standards distributors and online standards libraries. 

 
Related keywords: weld symbols, EN 22553 standard, welding notation, weld symbols chart,
welding symbols guide, BS EN 22553 standards, weld joint symbols, welding symbols explanation,
weld symbol types, welding blueprint symbols
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