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FANTASTIC BEASTS THE CRIMES OF
GRINDELWALD THE ORI Manual

fantastic beasts the crimes of grindelwald the ori is a title that has captured the imagination of
fans worldwide, blending the magic of the Wizarding World with intricate storytelling and compelling
character arcs. As the second installment in the "Fantastic Beasts" film series, directed by David
Yates and written by J.K. Rowling, this movie expands on the rich lore established in "Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them" and delves deeper into the complex history of wizarding society.
The film explores themes of power, prejudice, and the fight for justice, setting the stage for future
conflicts and revelations that will shape the wizarding world for years to come. This article aims to
provide an in-depth analysis of "Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald," focusing on its plot
intricacies, characters, magical elements, and its significance within the broader Harry Potter
universe.

Overview of "Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald"

Plot Summary

"Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald" is set primarily in 1927, a year after the events of the
first film. The story follows magizoologist Newt Scamander as he becomes embroiled in a dark plot
orchestrated by the dark wizard Gellert Grindelwald. Grindelwald, who has escaped captivity, begins
rallying followers with a vision of wizard supremacy, threatening to ignite a new wizarding war.
Meanwhile, Newt's personal life becomes intertwined with the larger conflict as he seeks to protect
his friends and uncover truths about his own past.

The narrative weaves through multiple locations, including Paris, London, and Hogwarts, revealing
the depths of Grindelwald's influence and ambitions. Central to the plot is the quest to find the
powerful Obscurus, a destructive force born from suppressed magical rage, and the revelation of
Credence Barebone's true identity, which has significant implications for the wizarding world.

Major Themes

- Power and Corruption: The film explores how the desire for power can corrupt even the noblest
of intentions, exemplified by Grindelwald's rise.

- Prejudice and Discrimination: Grindelwald's rhetoric echoes real-world prejudices, emphasizing
themes of racial superiority and intolerance.

- Choice and Destiny: Characters grapple with their choices, shaping their destinies amid looming
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conflicts.

Key Characters and Their Development

Gellert Grindelwald

As the primary antagonist, Grindelwald's charismatic yet sinister personality drives much of the film's
conflict. His vision of wizarding dominance is rooted in a belief that wizards should rule over
Muggles "for the greater good," echoing Nazi ideologies. The film explores his origins, including his
friendship with Albus Dumbledore, and his rise to power.

Newt Scamander

The protagonist remains committed to protecting magical creatures and standing against evil.
Newt's moral compass and compassion are tested as he navigates political intrigue and personal
dilemmas. His relationship with Tina Goldstein and his developing feelings for her add emotional
depth to his character.

Credence Barebone

Credence's mysterious origins are central to the plot. The film reveals his true identity as Aurelius
Dumbledore, a member of the Dumbledore family, which has far-reaching implications. Credence's
journey from a manipulated orphan to a figure of significant power is a key storyline.

Albus Dumbledore

While not a central character in the narrative, Dumbledore's past and connection to Grindelwald are
hinted at, setting up future storylines. His reluctance to confront Grindelwald directly reflects internal
conflict and foreshadows his future role as a defender of the wizarding world.

Magical Elements and Creatures

Fantastic Beasts and Magical Creatures

As expected from the franchise, the film introduces a variety of magical creatures, each adding
richness to the story:

- Thestrals: Mystical winged horses visible only to those who have seen death, symbolizing
themes of loss and unseen truths.

- Nifflers: Charmingly mischievous creatures attracted to shiny objects, adding comic relief.
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- Occamy: A serpentine creature that can grow or shrink, emphasizing the diversity of magical
fauna.

- Erumpent: Large magical beasts resembling rhinoceroses, with explosive capabilities.

Obscurus and Obscurial

The Obscurus is a dark, destructive force that manifests when a young witch or wizard suppresses
their magical abilities. The Obscurial, the individual hosting this force, becomes a pivotal element in
the film, symbolizing the destructive potential of unchecked repression. Credence's Obscurus
exemplifies this and highlights the dangers and tragedies tied to societal prejudice.

Magical Artifacts and Spells

The film features several significant magical artifacts and spells:

- The Elder Wand, a powerful wand with a storied past tied to the Deathly Hallows.
- The Obscurus containment, showcasing magical ways to suppress or harness destructive

forces.
- Spells used for dueling, conjuring, and protective charms, emphasizing the depth of wizarding

magic.

The Significance of the "Ori" in the Context of the Film

While the term "Ori" may not be directly associated with the film's plot, in some contexts, it could
refer to the Ori or "origin" of certain magical elements or characters within the Wizarding World. If
considering "Ori" as a conceptual element, it underscores the importance of origins?be it the roots of
Grindelwald's ideology, Credence's true identity, or the history of magical artifacts.

Understanding the origins or "Ori" of these elements enriches the viewer's comprehension of the
narrative:

- Grindelwald's origins reveal how his early experiences shaped his worldview.
- Credence's origin impacts his role in the larger wizarding lore.
- Magical artifacts? origins provide context for their power and significance.

This focus on origin stories aligns with the film's exploration of how personal histories influence
present actions, emphasizing that understanding the "Ori" of characters and objects is essential for
grasping the larger story.
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Impact and Reception

Critical Reception

"Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald" received mixed reviews from critics. While praised for
its visual spectacle, creature designs, and performances, some critics pointed out its complex plot
and character development issues. Nonetheless, it was appreciated for expanding the Wizarding
World and setting up future storylines.

Fan Reactions

Fans generally enjoyed the deeper dive into Grindelwald's character and the lore surrounding
Credence. The film's exploration of darker themes resonated with mature audiences, though some
expressed confusion over plot intricacies.

Box Office Performance

The film performed well commercially, grossing over a billion dollars worldwide, demonstrating the
franchise's strong global appeal despite mixed critical reception.

Future of the "Fantastic Beasts" Series

The film sets the stage for subsequent installments, with unresolved plotlines and character arcs.
Upcoming movies are expected to delve further into the confrontation between Grindelwald and
Dumbledore, explore Credence's true nature, and reveal more about the magical world's history.

The franchise's future hinges on how these stories unfold, with fans eagerly awaiting more
revelations and magical adventures.

Conclusion

"Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald" stands as a pivotal entry in the Wizarding World
franchise, blending rich lore, complex characters, and dazzling magical creatures. Its exploration of
themes like power, prejudice, and the importance of origins (the "Ori") offers a layered narrative that
invites fans to look deeper into the history and future of the magical universe. As the series
continues to develop, understanding the significance of characters' origins and magical artifacts will
remain crucial to appreciating the full scope of this enchanting saga. Whether you are a dedicated
Harry Potter fan or a newcomer to the wizarding world, this film offers a compelling glimpse into the
darker, more intricate facets of magic and morality.
 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori ? An In-Depth Investigation
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The wizarding world has long been a tapestry woven with tales of heroism, dark wizardry, and the
complex moral dilemmas faced by its inhabitants. Among these narratives, the Fantastic Beasts film
series, particularly The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori, stands out as a provocative exploration of
power, ideology, and the unseen forces that shape destiny. This article aims to dissect the film?s
narrative intricacies, thematic depth, and underlying mythos, providing a comprehensive review for
enthusiasts and scholars alike.

Context and Background

The Wizarding World in Transition

Set against the backdrop of 1920s Europe, The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori delves into a period
of upheaval within the wizarding community. The aftermath of the first film, Fantastic Beasts and the
Crimes of Grindelwald, introduces a fractured magical society grappling with the rise of
Grindelwald?s extremist ideology. This era is characterized by political unrest, clandestine
movements, and a burgeoning awareness of darker forces lurking beneath the surface.

Introducing the Ori: An Ancient Power

Unlike traditional magical artifacts or beings, the Ori?a term borrowed from mythological
contexts?refers to ancient, almost primordial forces woven into the fabric of the wizarding universe.
In The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori, these entities are depicted as powerful, semi-sentient
energies that influence events beyond mortal comprehension. Their inclusion elevates the film from
a straightforward villain saga to a mythic battle between unseen cosmic forces.

Plot Overview and Narrative Structure

The film?s narrative weaves multiple storylines, centering on Grindelwald?s quest to establish a new
world order, the secretive activities of the wizarding community, and the mysterious presence of the
Ori.

Grindelwald?s Rise and Ideology

Gellert Grindelwald, portrayed with nuanced complexity, seeks to overthrow the existing wizarding
order to create a world where magical and non-magical beings are segregated under wizarding rule.
His vision echoes historical totalitarian ambitions, but with a metaphysical twist: he aims to harness
the Ori?s power to legitimize and amplify his influence.

New Characters and Their Significance
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- Newt Scamander: The magizoologist caught between duty and moral ambiguity, whose
understanding of magical creatures and the Ori becomes pivotal.

- Albus Dumbledore: Embarking on a covert mission, Dumbledore?s personal history with
Grindelwald and the Ori adds layers of intrigue.

- Credence Barebone: A central figure linked to the Ori?s influence, whose identity and origins
are intricately tied to the film?s mystical themes.

The Role of the Ori

The Ori are portrayed as semi-autonomous energies that can influence thoughts, events, and even
physical phenomena. Their existence prompts questions about the nature of magic?whether it is
solely harnessed by wizards or if there are ancient cosmic forces at play.

Thematic Analysis

The Conflict Between Power and Morality

At its core, the film examines the corrupting influence of power. Grindelwald?s desire to manipulate
the Ori to secure dominance mirrors real-world themes of hubris and moral compromise. The Ori
serve as a metaphor for the seductive allure of unchecked power?forces beyond comprehension
that can be wielded for good or evil.

Mythology and Cosmology in the Wizarding Universe

The incorporation of the Ori expands the wizarding universe into a mythic cosmology, reminiscent of
ancient mythologies where primordial forces shape human destiny. This framing elevates the
narrative from a political thriller to a mythopoetic saga.

Identity and Destiny

Credence?s journey underscores themes of self-discovery, with the Ori acting as catalysts revealing
hidden facets of his identity. The film challenges notions of fate, suggesting that understanding and
aligning with these ancient forces can alter one?s destiny.

Deep Dive into the Mythos: The Ori and Their Significance

Origins and Nature of the Ori

The Ori are depicted as remnants of an ancient cosmic fabric?energies that predate the wizarding
world itself. Their origins are shrouded in mystery, but ancient texts hint at their existence as
primordial entities that embody fundamental aspects of existence: creation, destruction, chaos, and
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order.

Interactions with Magical Beings and Artifacts

Throughout the film, the Ori interact subtly with magical beings, influencing their abilities and
decisions. Artifacts imbued with Ori energy serve as focal points, amplifying their influence and
creating moral and existential dilemmas.

Symbolism and Interpretations

- Symbols: The Ori are often depicted as luminous, ethereal wisps or geometric patterns?visual
metaphors for their intangible yet pervasive presence.

- Interpretations:
- They represent the unseen forces that shape reality.
- They embody the tension between chaos and order.
- They symbolize the potential for both creation and destruction inherent in magic.

Visual and Artistic Analysis

Special Effects and CGI Representation

The film?s portrayal of the Ori is a testament to cutting-edge CGI technology. Their ethereal glow,
dynamic movement, and interaction with the environment are crafted to evoke a sense of awe and
mystery. Visuals often feature swirling energies, luminous sigils, and shifting geometries that
emphasize their alien nature.

Costume and Set Design

Design elements subtly incorporate symbols and motifs associated with the Ori?geometric patterns,
luminous accents, and ancient runes?blending them seamlessly into the existing wizarding
aesthetic.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

While The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori has garnered acclaim for its ambitious mythological scope,
it has also faced critique for its complex narrative and dense symbolism.

Strengths
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- Innovative integration of mythic elements
- Deep character development, especially Credence?s arc
- Visually stunning representation of cosmic forces

Criticisms

- Overly complex plot that may alienate casual viewers
- Ambiguity surrounding the Ori?s origins and significance
- Potentially overshadowing character-driven storytelling with mythic themes

Conclusion: The Film?s Legacy and Impact

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori stands as a bold exploration of the unseen
forces that govern magic and existence. Its incorporation of the Ori elevates the Harry Potter
universe into a mythic realm, inviting viewers to ponder profound questions about power, destiny,
and the fabric of reality. While its dense symbolism and layered storytelling may challenge
audiences, its artistic and thematic ambitions mark it as a significant milestone in contemporary
fantasy cinema.

As the series progresses, further exploration of the Ori?s origins and influence promises to deepen
our understanding of this complex universe. Whether viewed as a standalone mythic saga or a
chapter within the broader wizarding history, The Crimes of Grindelwald the Ori offers a captivating
glimpse into the cosmic dimensions of magic?an enduring testament to the richness and mystery of
the wizarding world.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is 'The Crimes of Grindelwald' about in relation to the 'Fantastic Beasts'
series? It continues the story set in the wizarding world, focusing on Gellert Grindelwald's rise to
power, Newt Scamander?s adventures, and the growing threat of dark forces in the wizarding
community. Who are the main characters introduced in 'The Crimes of Grindelwald'? The film
features characters like Newt Scamander, Albus Dumbledore, Gellert Grindelwald, Credence
Barebone, and Jacob Kowalski, among others. What is the significance of the 'Ori' in 'Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald'? The 'Ori' refers to powerful magical objects or artifacts that are
central to the plot, representing ancient magic and potential sources of power that Grindelwald
seeks. How does 'The Crimes of Grindelwald' connect to the larger Harry Potter universe? It
expands on the backstory of key characters like Dumbledore and Grindelwald, setting the stage for
future conflicts and enriching the lore of the wizarding world. Is 'The Crimes of Grindelwald'
necessary to understand the overall 'Fantastic Beasts' series? While not mandatory, watching the
film provides important context and development for the ongoing storylines and characters in the
series. What are some of the most talked-about magical creatures featured in the movie? The film
showcases creatures like the Thunderbird, Niffler, and Occamy, which are beloved parts of the
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wizarding world's magical fauna. How does the film explore the theme of good versus evil? It delves
into the moral complexities of characters like Grindelwald, Dumbledore, and Credence, highlighting
the blurred lines between right and wrong in their pursuits. What are the major controversies or
criticisms surrounding 'The Crimes of Grindelwald'? Critics have pointed to its complex plot, pacing
issues, and certain character developments, as well as debates about its portrayal of certain themes
and representation. Will there be more movies following 'The Crimes of Grindelwald'? Yes, Warner
Bros. has plans for future installments to continue exploring the 'Fantastic Beasts' series and the
overarching Harry Potter universe. 

 
Related keywords: fantastic beasts, the crimes of Grindelwald, the original, wizarding world, Harry
Potter, Newt Scamander, magical creatures, J.K. Rowling, dark wizard, Grindelwald, magical beasts

fantastic beasts the crimes of grindelwald the or

fantastic beasts the crimes of grindelwald the or: An In-Depth Exploration of the Magical
World?s Darkest Threat

The Wizarding World continues to captivate audiences with its rich storytelling, compelling
characters, and intricate lore. Among the most talked-about installments in the series is Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. This film delves into the complex and shadowy figure of Gellert
Grindelwald, exploring his rise to power, his ideological conflicts with Albus Dumbledore, and the
larger implications for the wizarding community and the world at large. In this comprehensive guide,
we will analyze the film?s plot, characters, themes, and its significance within the Harry Potter
universe.

Overview of Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald

Plot Summary

- The story picks up shortly after the events of the first Fantastic Beasts film, with the wizarding
world still unsettled by the dark wizard Grindelwald?s escape from custody.

- Albus Dumbledore enlists the help of Newt Scamander, a magizoologist, to thwart
Grindelwald?s plans of global domination and his vision of a world where wizards rule over Muggles.

- Meanwhile, Grindelwald begins recruiting followers and spreading his ideology of wizarding
supremacy, leading to political upheaval and conflict.

- Key characters such as Credence Barebone, Queenie Goldstein, and Jacob Kowalski find
themselves caught in the crossfire of this escalating war.
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- The film culminates in revelations about Credence's true identity and the nature of Grindelwald's
ambitions, setting up future conflicts within the series.

Release and Reception

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald was released in 2018 and received mixed reviews from
critics and fans. While praised for its visual effects, acting, and world-building, some critics felt the
plot was convoluted. Nonetheless, it remains a pivotal installment that deepens the lore and sets the
stage for future conflicts.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Gellert Grindelwald

- Formerly a bright young wizard, Grindelwald becomes a dark wizard with a charismatic yet
dangerous vision for the wizarding world.

- His ideology centers around wizarding supremacy, believing wizards should dominate Muggles
to create a new order.

- His escape from custody and subsequent recruitment of followers mark him as a formidable
antagonist.

Albus Dumbledore

- A renowned and respected wizard, Dumbledore is portrayed as a wise and morally complex
character.

- He is conflicted about his past relationship with Grindelwald and struggles with how to stop him
without directly engaging in violence.

- His strategic involvement with Newt Scamander and others highlights his role as a mentor and
leader.

Newt Scamander

- A magizoologist with a deep love for magical creatures, Newt is tasked with preventing
Grindelwald?s rise.

- He embodies compassion, curiosity, and moral integrity, often acting as the moral compass of
the story.

- His journey involves unraveling secrets about Credence and confronting his own feelings and
beliefs.
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Credence Barebone

- Initially believed to be a Obscurial, Credence's true identity and origins are central to the plot.
- His quest for identity and power makes him a pivotal figure in the battle between good and evil.
- His connection to Grindelwald and the revelations about his past significantly impact the

narrative direction.

Queenie Goldstein and Jacob Kowalski

- Queenie, with her Legilimency abilities, finds herself torn between her love for Jacob and her
desire for freedom.

- Jacob, a No-Maj (Muggle), offers comic relief but also demonstrates the importance of
non-magical perspectives.

- Their relationship symbolizes the broader themes of acceptance and love across different
worlds.

Thematic Analysis

Good vs. Evil

- The film explores moral ambiguity, questioning what defines good and evil.
- Characters like Dumbledore and Grindelwald embody complex shades of morality, challenging

viewers to consider their motivations.

Power and Corruption

- Grindelwald's rise demonstrates how desire for power can corrupt even the most idealistic
individuals.

- The allure of dominance and control is depicted as a dangerous temptation.

Prejudice and Discrimination

- Grindelwald?s ideology promotes wizarding supremacy, reflecting real-world issues of prejudice.
- The story encourages viewers to confront issues of intolerance and the importance of

compassion.
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Identity and Self-Discovery

- Credence?s journey highlights themes of self-identity, belonging, and the search for truth.
- Characters grapple with their pasts and destinies, emphasizing personal growth.

Visual and Artistic Elements

Special Effects and Creatures

- The film showcases a variety of magical creatures, from Nifflers to Thestrals, rendered with
stunning visual effects.

- The creatures not only serve as plot devices but also symbolize the wonder and diversity of the
magical world.

Set Design and Cinematography

- The film?s settings span from the dark, foreboding streets of Paris to the vibrant wizarding
communities.

- The cinematography enhances the mood, contrasting light and shadow to reflect the themes of
hope and darkness.

Impact on the Harry Potter Universe

Expanding the Lore

- The movie fills in critical backstory about Grindelwald, Dumbledore, and Credence, enriching the
overall universe.

- Introduces new locations, magical laws, and characters that will influence future installments.

Setting Up Future Films

- The ending hints at larger conflicts and character arcs that will unfold in subsequent movies.
- Crucial revelations about Credence's origins and Grindelwald?s plans promise heightened

stakes ahead.

Conclusion
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Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald stands as a pivotal chapter in the Wizarding World,
blending stunning visual storytelling with complex moral themes. It challenges viewers to think about
the nature of power, prejudice, and identity while expanding the lore of Harry Potter?s universe.
Whether you're a long-time fan or new to the series, understanding the intricacies of Grindelwald?s
rise and the moral dilemmas faced by beloved characters offers a richer appreciation of this magical
saga. As the series progresses, the narrative established here promises even greater conflicts,
alliances, and revelations that will shape the future of the wizarding world for years to come.
 
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald ? An In-Depth Analysis of J.K. Rowling?s
Magical Crime Saga

The Wizarding World, crafted by J.K. Rowling, continues to expand beyond the pages of her
beloved Harry Potter series, with the Fantastic Beasts film franchise serving as a prequel that delves
into the darker and more complex facets of magical history. The second installment, Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald, stands out as a pivotal entry, blending intricate storytelling,
moral ambiguities, and a deeper exploration into the rise of one of the most notorious dark wizards,
Gellert Grindelwald. This film not only advances the overarching narrative but also raises critical
questions about power, prejudice, and the nature of good versus evil.

In this comprehensive review, we will dissect the film?s plot, themes, character development, visual
effects, and its place within the broader Wizarding World universe. We aim to provide a detailed
understanding of its significance and the complex moral landscape it portrays, all while analyzing
how it fits into the larger mythology created by Rowling.

Overview of the Film?s Plot and Setting

The Setting and Context

Set primarily in 1927, The Crimes of Grindelwald transports viewers to a world teetering on the brink
of upheaval. The global political climate, with rising tensions and the threat of authoritarianism,
echoes the real-world unrest of the era, subtly paralleling the escalating menace of Grindelwald. The
film?s locations span from Paris and London to obscure magical sites, immersing audiences in a
richly textured universe.

Main Plot Points

- Grindelwald?s Escape and His Ideology: The film opens with Gellert Grindelwald, played with
charismatic menace by Johnny Depp, escaping custody and swiftly mobilizing his followers with a
vision to establish wizarding dominance over Muggles, under the guise of a ?pure-blood?
supremacist ideology.
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- Newt Scamander?s Mission: The protagonist, Newt Scamander (Eddie Redmayne), is pulled
into the unfolding chaos after Grindelwald?s escape. His mission becomes complicated when he
encounters old friends and new allies, including Tina Goldstein and Jacob Kowalski, as well as a
mysterious young wizard, Credence Barebone.

- Credence and the Obscurus: Credence?s storyline is central to the film, revealing his identity as
Aurelius Dumbledore, revealing a familial link to the famed wizarding family. His connection to an
Obscurus?a destructive magical force born from repression?serves as a metaphor for suppressed
rage and identity.

- The Prophecy and Dumbledore?s Dilemma: Albus Dumbledore, played by Jude Law, emerges
as a key figure, grappling with his past and morality. His desire to prevent Grindelwald?s rise leads
to a secret alliance with Newt and others, despite the risks involved.

- Climactic Confrontation: The film culminates in a tense showdown at the Lestrange mausoleum,
where allegiances are tested, secrets are revealed, and the seeds for future conflicts are sown.

Thematic Depth and Moral Ambiguities

Power and Ideology

At its core, The Crimes of Grindelwald explores the seductive nature of power and the dangers of
extremist ideologies. Grindelwald?s charismatic leadership appeals to those disillusioned with the
status quo, promising a new order rooted in wizarding supremacy. The film portrays how such
narratives can manipulate fears and prejudices, echoing historical atrocities.

Prejudice and Discrimination

The film subtly examines themes of prejudice, not just between wizards and Muggles but also within
the wizarding community itself. The notion of ?blood status? is a recurring motif, raising questions
about purity, identity, and acceptance. The character of Credence, an orphan with a dark past,
symbolizes the marginalized who seek belonging and understanding.

Repression and Identity

Credence?s Obscurus is a potent symbol of repression?magical children kept secret and
oppressed, leading to destructive outbursts. This theme underscores the importance of
understanding and acceptance, challenging the reader/viewer to reflect on societal tendencies to
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stigmatize and suppress difference.

Moral Complexity of Characters

Unlike the clear-cut heroes of the Harry Potter series, The Crimes of Grindelwald populates its
narrative with morally complex characters. Grindelwald?s vision, while sinister, is rooted in a desire
for a ?better? world, complicating the traditional notions of villainy. Similarly, Albus Dumbledore?s
secretive decisions highlight the dilemmas faced by those in positions of power.

Character Analysis and Development

Gellert Grindelwald

Portrayed as a compelling and charismatic figure, Grindelwald?s character embodies the allure of
radical ideas. His speech on wizarding dominance and his personal charisma make him a
formidable antagonist. Depp?s portrayal emphasizes his charm, intelligence, and underlying
menace, illustrating how dangerous ideas can be cloaked in noble intentions.

Newt Scamander

Eccentric yet morally driven, Newt remains a focal point of the narrative. His empathy and dedication
to magical creatures mirror his broader compassion for misunderstood beings and marginalized
groups. His internal conflict over his feelings for Tina and his sense of duty adds depth to his
character.

Albus Dumbledore

Jude Law?s portrayal of Dumbledore reveals a more vulnerable and morally complex wizard,
haunted by past decisions and secret allegiances. His cautious approach to Grindelwald and the
moral ambiguities he faces underscore the film?s themes of secrecy, responsibility, and sacrifice.

Credence Barebone

Credence?s journey from an orphaned, repressed boy to a figure with a mysterious familial
connection offers a compelling narrative arc. His Obscurus represents the destructive potential of
unaddressed trauma, and his quest for identity aligns with broader themes of acceptance.

Other Notable Characters

- Tina Goldstein: A dedicated auror navigating her professional and personal loyalties.

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 15 of 18



FANTASTIC BEASTS THE CRIMES OF GRINDELWALD THE ORI Manual Vol. 2023, Issue 4

- Jacob Kowalski: The lovable Muggle with a heart of gold, providing comic relief and emotional
grounding.

- Voldemort?s Future Connection: Although not directly involved, the film hints at Credence?s
potential link to the future Dark Lord, adding a layer of foreshadowing.

Visual Effects and Cinematic Craftsmanship

Magical Creatures and Beasts

The film showcases a diverse array of magical creatures, from the adorable Niffler to the menacing
Obscurus. The CGI work brings these beings vividly to life, emphasizing their unique traits and
adding depth to the magical universe.

Set Design and Costuming

From the bustling streets of Paris to the eerie mausoleum, the film?s set design immerses viewers in
a richly detailed world. Costumes reflect the period?s fashion, with a touch of magical flair,
enhancing authenticity.

Special Effects and Action Sequences

The climactic scenes feature intense magical battles, utilizing cutting-edge effects to create visually
stunning displays of power. The choreography balances spectacle with narrative significance,
ensuring that the magic serves the story.

Criticisms and Controversies

Despite its strengths, The Crimes of Grindelwald faced criticism from fans and critics alike, primarily
concerning:

- Plot Complexity and Pacing: The dense narrative and multiple subplots sometimes hinder clarity
and emotional engagement.

- Character Development: Some characters, especially new ones, felt underdeveloped or
inconsistent.

- Revelations and Continuity: Certain plot twists and revelations, like Credence?s true lineage,
sparked debate about their plausibility and impact on the overarching story.

- Actor Choices and Portrayals: The decision to recast Dumbledore with Jude Law was generally
well-received, but other casting choices, such as Johnny Depp?s Grindelwald, remained
controversial.
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Cultural and Ethical Discourse

The film also sparked conversations about the representation of dark figures and the responsibility
of filmmakers in portraying real-world issues through fantasy.

Conclusion: Significance within the Wizarding World

Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald serves as a critical bridge in the Wizarding World saga,
highlighting the roots of the conflicts that will shape future stories. It underscores the dangers of
prejudice, the complexities of morality, and the seductive nature of power. While it grapples with
narrative challenges, its thematic richness and visual craftsmanship contribute meaningfully to
expanding Rowling?s universe.

As a piece of cinematic storytelling, it invites viewers to reflect on societal issues mirrored in a
magical context?reminding us that history's darkest chapters often stem from fear and intolerance.
The film?s portrayal of Grindelwald?s crimes and ideology is not just a tale of wizardry but a
cautionary reflection on the real-world consequences of extremism.

In sum, The Crimes of Grindelwald is a multifaceted addition to the Wizarding World?an exploration
of the shadows lurking behind the glamour, and a call to recognize the power of choices in shaping
history.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main plot of 'Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald'? The film
follows Newt Scamander as he teams up with Albus Dumbledore to thwart the dark wizard Gellert
Grindelwald's plans to establish wizarding supremacy and starts a global uprising. How does 'The
Crimes of Grindelwald' connect to the Harry Potter universe? The movie expands the wizarding
world by exploring Grindelwald's rise to power and sets the stage for the events leading to Harry
Potter's era, featuring characters like Dumbledore and Newt Scamander. Who are the key
characters introduced in 'The Crimes of Grindelwald'? Major characters include Newt Scamander,
Gellert Grindelwald, Albus Dumbledore, Tina Goldstein, Queenie Goldstein, Jacob Kowalski, and
Credence Barebone. What are the major themes explored in the film? Themes include the struggle
between good and evil, the importance of choice, the rise of fascism, and the complex moral
dilemmas faced by the characters. How does the film set up future installments in the 'Fantastic
Beasts' series? It introduces unresolved conflicts, new characters, and the growing threat of
Grindelwald, laying groundwork for upcoming movies to explore the wizarding world's future. What
are some notable magical creatures featured in the film? The film showcases a variety of magical
creatures, including Niffler, Bowtruckle, Thestral, and a new creature called the Zouwu, a giant,
mystical beast. Was 'The Crimes of Grindelwald' well-received by fans and critics? The film received
mixed reviews, with praise for visual effects and world-building but criticism for its complex plot and
character development. Fans remain divided on its impact on the series. 
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