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admissin requirement for law at wits 2015 marked a significant milestone for prospective students
aspiring to study law at one of South Africa?s most reputable universities. Wits University, officially
known as the University of the Witwatersrand, has a competitive and rigorous admission process
designed to select the most suitable candidates for its esteemed Bachelor of Laws (LLB) program.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the admission requirements for Law at Wits
University in 2015, along with updates relevant to prospective students today.

Overview of Wits University Law Admission Process

Wits University?s Faculty of Commerce, Law and Management oversees the admission process for
the law program. The university aims to admit students with strong academic performance, relevant
skills, and a keen interest in the legal field. The admission process is designed to be transparent,
fair, and aligned with the university?s standards for academic excellence.

Entry Requirements for Law at Wits University in 2015

The admission requirements in 2015 for the Law faculty at Wits were stringent, reflecting the
competitive nature of law studies. They comprised academic prerequisites, admission assessments,
and other criteria that applicants needed to meet.

Academic Requirements

To be considered for admission to the Law program at Wits in 2015, applicants needed to meet
specific academic standards:

- National Senior Certificate (NSC) or equivalent qualification: Applicants had to possess a
valid NSC or an equivalent qualification recognized by the South African Qualifications Authority
(SAQA).

- Minimum Admission Point Score (APS): The APS is a composite score based on the
applicant?s best subjects, with particular emphasis on certain core subjects.

- Subject prerequisites: Applicants needed to have achieved at least a level 4 (60-69%) or
higher in the following subjects:

- Home Language or First Additional Language
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- English
- Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy
- Any other relevant subjects as specified by the faculty

For the 2015 academic year, the minimum APS required for Law was typically in the range of 36-38,
depending on the competitiveness of the applicant pool and specific circumstances.

Additional Admission Criteria

Beyond academic performance, Wits University considered other factors in its admission process:

- Selection Tests or Assessments: While Wits did not universally require a standardized test for
law applications in 2015, some applicants might have undergone additional assessments or
interviews, especially if their academic records were borderline.

- Proof of English Proficiency: For applicants whose first language was not English, proof of
English proficiency (such as a minimum score in TOEFL or IELTS) could be required.

- Application Form and Fee: Submission of a complete application form before the deadline
along with the applicable fee was mandatory.

- Supporting Documents: Certified copies of academic transcripts, identity documents, and
other relevant certificates had to be provided.

Special Considerations and Equity Factors

Wits University aims to promote access to higher education for underrepresented groups.
Consequently, certain policies and considerations played a role in the law admissions process in
2015:

Disability and Accessibility

Applicants with disabilities could apply for special consideration or support, provided they submitted
appropriate documentation and met the academic criteria.

South African Residences and Quota System

The university implemented a quota system aimed at promoting diversity, including considerations
for provincial representation and historically disadvantaged groups.

Application Timeline and Process for 2015
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Understanding the application timeline is crucial for prospective students. For the 2015 intake, key
dates included:

- Application Opening: Usually in April or May for the following academic year.
- Application Closing Date: Typically around August 31, 2014, but exact dates varied annually.
- Selection and Offers: Offers of admission were communicated from November onwards.

Applicants were advised to apply early to avoid missing deadlines and to ensure all required
documentation was submitted on time.

How to Apply for Law at Wits in 2015

Applying to Wits University in 2015 involved several steps:

- Complete the Wits Online Application Form: Available through the university?s official
website.

- Pay Application Fee: An application fee was applicable and payable via bank transfer or other
accepted methods.

- Attach Supporting Documents: Academic transcripts, ID copy, proof of language proficiency
(if relevant), and other supporting documents.

- Submit Before Deadline: Ensuring all components were submitted before the closing date.

Applicants were encouraged to keep copies of their submissions and confirmation receipts.

Selection Process and Notification

Once applications were received, the university?s admissions committee reviewed each
candidate?s academic records, supporting documents, and any additional assessment results.
Successful applicants received formal offers of admission, often accompanied by orientation details
and registration instructions.

In cases where applicants did not meet the minimum requirements, they could consider alternative
pathways such as:

- Reapplying in the following year.
- Considering other related programs or colleges.
- Enrolling in bridging courses or upgrading their qualifications.
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Additional Tips for Applicants

To enhance chances of admission to Wits Law in 2015, applicants should have:

- Maintained high academic performance in relevant subjects.

- Prepared thoroughly for any assessments or interviews.

- Ensured all documentation was complete and accurate.

- Applied early and followed all application instructions carefully.

Updates and Changes Beyond 2015

While this article focuses on 2015 requirements, it?s essential to note that admission criteria may
evolve annually. Prospective students should consult the official Wits University website or contact
the admissions office for the most current information.

Conclusion

The admission requirements for Law at Wits University in 2015 were designed to select
academically talented and motivated students capable of succeeding in a competitive legal
environment. Meeting the minimum academic standards, submitting complete applications on time,
and fulfilling additional criteria such as language proficiency and supporting documentation were
essential steps for prospective applicants. With a thorough understanding of these requirements and
careful preparation, applicants could position themselves effectively for admission into Wits?
prestigious law program. As the process may have changed over the years, always verify current
requirements before planning your application.

Admission requirements for Law at Wits 2015 have long been a topic of significant interest among
prospective students aiming to pursue legal studies at one of South Africa?s most prestigious
universities. The University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) has established a comprehensive selection
process designed to identify candidates who demonstrate academic excellence, intellectual
capability, and the motivation necessary for successful legal practice. In 2015, the admission criteria
reflected both traditional academic standards and evolving considerations, such as the importance
of extracurricular activities and contextual factors. This review provides an in-depth analysis of the
2015 admission requirements for Law at Wits, highlighting key features, evaluation criteria, and
insights into the application process.

Overview of Wits Law Admission Requirements 2015

The admission process for Law at Wits University in 2015 was structured to ensure a fair and
rigorous selection of candidates. It combined academic performance, standardized testing, and
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supplementary factors to select students with strong potential for success in legal studies.

Key Components of the Admission Criteria:

- Academic performance in the National Senior Certificate (NSC)

- Minimum admission point score (APS)

- Performance in specific subject requirements

- Additional selection criteria, including interviews or assessments (where applicable)
- Consideration of contextual factors and access programs

The focus was to balance academic excellence with broader qualities necessary for the legal
profession.

Academic Qualifications and Minimum Requirements
National Senior Certificate (NSC) Examinations

For applicants in 2015, the primary gateway was the NSC results. Wits University required
applicants to have completed the NSC or its equivalent with specific subject and achievement
standards.

Subject Requirements:

- A minimum of four subjects passed at level 5 (50-59%) or higher, including the following core
subjects:

- Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy (depending on the faculty?s specific requirement)

- English (as a home language or first additional language)

- Afrikaans or another official South African language (depending on the faculty?s language

policy)

Minimum APS Score:

- A prescribed minimum admission point score (APS) was set for admission consideration,
reflecting a weighted sum of individual subject scores.

- For Law in 2015, the APS threshold was typically around 36?38 points, but this varied
depending on the applicant pool and competition.

Additional Subject Considerations:
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- Certain subjects, such as History, Political Science, or other Social Sciences, could strengthen
an application.
- High achievement in these areas was viewed favorably.

Selection Point System

Wits employed a points-based system to evaluate applicants holistically. The system assigned
points to NSC results, with higher points awarded for higher achievement levels.

Features:
- Points ranged from 1 to 8 per subject, with 8 being the highest (90-100%).
- The total APS was the sum of points across core subjects.

- A competitive applicant typically needed an APS of 36 or higher.

Pros:

- Allows for a nuanced assessment of academic performance.
- Encourages applicants to excel across multiple subjects.

Cons:

- May disadvantage students from under-resourced schools with less access to high-level
coursework.

- The reliance on exam results may overlook potential, motivation, and other qualities.
Language and Subject Specific Requirements
Language proficiency is crucial for legal studies, which involve intensive reading and writing.
English Requirement:

- A minimum of a Home Language or First Additional Language at Level 4 (50-59%) was
generally required.

- Proficiency in English was essential for comprehension and communication skills.

Language Policy Variations:
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- Depending on the faculty and program, specific language requirements could vary.
- Some programs favored applicants with proficiency in multiple official languages.

Subject Choice Impact:

- Applicants with a background in History, Geography, or other Social Sciences often had an
advantage due to the skills these subjects develop.

Additional Selection Criteria and Access Programs

Beyond academic performance, Wits sought to identify candidates with leadership qualities,
motivation, and societal awareness.

Interview or Assessment Processes:

- In some cases, shortlisted applicants were invited for interviews.

- These interviews assessed motivation, understanding of legal careers, and personal attributes.
Access and Equity Initiatives:

- Wits prioritized access for learners from disadvantaged backgrounds.

- Consideration of socio-economic factors, such as rural or township schooling, was part of the
selection process.
Features:

- Special support programs, such as the Wits Access and Outreach initiatives, aimed to broaden
participation.

- Candidates from previously marginalized communities had opportunities for contextual
admissions.
Pros:

- Promotes diversity and social justice.
- Recognizes non-academic qualities vital for the legal profession.
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Cons:

- The subjective nature of interviews might introduce bias.
- Additional assessments could impose logistical challenges.

Important Deadlines and Application Procedures in 2015

Application Timeline:

- Applications for 2015 intake generally opened in March and closed by September.

- Early applications were encouraged to secure a place and facilitate processing.
Application Materials:

- Completed application forms

- Certified copies of academic transcripts and certificates

- Personal statements or motivation letters (if required)

- Evidence of language proficiency
Selection Notifications:

- Successful applicants were notified via email or postal mail.
- Unsuccessful applicants could appeal or seek placement in alternative programs.

Pros and Cons of the 2015 Admission Requirements

Pros:

- Clear academic benchmarks ensured the selection of capable students.

- Holistic assessment considerations fostered fairness and diversity.

- Emphasis on language proficiency aligned with the demands of legal studies.
- Inclusion of access programs promoted social justice and opportunity.

Cons:

Vol. 2026, Issue 7
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- Heavy reliance on exam results could disadvantage students from under-resourced schools.

- Competitive thresholds may have been high, limiting opportunities for some qualified
candidates.

- Additional assessments (interviews, portfolios) could be resource-intensive and potentially
subjective.

- Changes in policy or thresholds year-to-year could lead to unpredictability for applicants.

Conclusion and Reflection

The 2015 admission requirements for Law at Wits University reflected a balanced approach,
combining academic excellence with broader qualities deemed essential for future legal
practitioners. While the criteria aimed to uphold high standards, they also recognized the importance
of inclusivity and access. The system?s emphasis on academic performance, language proficiency,
and holistic assessment criteria provided a comprehensive framework for selecting suitable
candidates. However, like any complex admission process, it faced challenges related to equity and
resource disparities. Overall, Wits? 2015 criteria exemplified a progressive yet rigorous approach to
law school admissions, setting a standard for fairness and excellence in legal education.

If you need further details or specific statistics from 2015, | can assist with that as well!

QuestionAnswer What were the minimum admission requirements for Law at Wits University in
20157 In 2015, the minimum admission requirement for Law at Wits University was achieving the
necessary National Senior Certificate (NSC) endorsement with a Bachelor's pass and meeting the
specific admission point score, which typically included a combination of high school subjects and
levels of achievement as determined by the university's admission guidelines. Did Wits University in
2015 require an entrance exam or additional assessments for Law applicants? No, in 2015, Wits
University primarily relied on the NSC results and the applicant's achievement of the required
admission point score. However, some faculties or programs might have had interviews or
supplementary assessments, but these were not standard for Law admissions at that time. Which
subjects were most important for Law admission at Wits in 2015? The key subjects for Law
admission at Wits in 2015 included English and other high-scoring subjects like Mathematics or
Mathematical Literacy, depending on the applicant's overall point score. English was particularly
important as it is a core requirement for Law studies. What was the required admission point score
for Law at Wits in 2015? The specific admission point score for Law in 2015 varied depending on
the competitiveness of applications that year, but generally, applicants needed a minimum
aggregate score, often around 36 points or higher, calculated based on NSC subject performance.
Were there any special admission considerations or quotas for disadvantaged applicants for Law at
Wits in 20157 Yes, Wits University in 2015 implemented affirmative action policies to support
disadvantaged applicants, which could include relaxed requirements or additional consideration
during the selection process for those from underrepresented communities. Did Wits University in
2015 consider extracurricular activities or personal statements for Law admission? In 2015, Law
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admissions at Wits primarily focused on academic performance and NSC results. Extracurricular
activities and personal statements were not standard criteria but could be considered for special
cases or in the context of holistic evaluation if applicable. What is the process to check if | met the
Law admission requirements at Wits in 2015? Applicants could verify their eligibility by checking
their NSC results against the minimum requirements published by Wits University or by consulting
the university?s admissions office or website for detailed criteria and admission point score
calculations. Were international students considered for Law at Wits in 2015, and what were the
requirements? Yes, international students could apply for Law at Wits in 2015. They needed to meet
the equivalent of the South African NSC requirements, provide certified copies of their academic
transcripts, and meet English language proficiency standards, with additional application steps
depending on their country of origin. How competitive was the Law program admission at Wits in
2015? The Law program at Wits was highly competitive in 2015, with many applicants vying for
limited spaces. Meeting the minimum requirements did not guarantee admission, as selections were
based on academic performance and overall competitiveness.
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