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Away in a manger advent calendar Textbook

Away in a Manger Advent Calendar: A Heartwarming Way to Celebrate the Christmas Season

Introduction to the Away in a Manger Advent Calendar

Away in a manger advent calendar has become a cherished tradition for families and individuals
seeking to enhance their holiday season with meaningful, faith-centered activities. Combining the
anticipation of Christmas with the nativity story, this advent calendar offers a unique approach to
counting down the days until Christmas. Unlike typical calendars filled with chocolates or toys, the
away in a manger advent calendar emphasizes spiritual reflection, biblical storytelling, and family
bonding. In this comprehensive guide, we explore the history, types, benefits, and creative ideas for
making the most of your away in a manger advent calendar this holiday season.

Understanding the Significance of the Away in a Manger Theme

The Origins of the "Away in a Manger" Carol

The beloved Christmas carol "Away in a Manger" dates back to the late 19th century and has
become a staple in holiday celebrations. Its lyrics depict the humble birth of Jesus and evoke
feelings of warmth, humility, and hope. Incorporating this theme into an advent calendar helps
children and families focus on the true meaning of Christmas?celebrating the birth of Christ and
reflecting on His significance.

Why Choose an Away in a Manger Advent Calendar?

- Faith-Centered Celebration: Reinforces the spiritual roots of Christmas.
- Educational: Teaches children about the nativity story and biblical characters.
- Engaging and Interactive: Offers daily activities, stories, or reflections that deepen

understanding.
- Family Bonding: Encourages shared experiences and meaningful conversations.

Types of Away in a Manger Advent Calendar

Physical Advent Calendars

These are traditional, tangible calendars with compartments, doors, or pockets that reveal a
nativity-themed item, message, or activity each day.
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- Wooden or Fabric Calendars: Durable, reusable, often handcrafted with nativity scenes.
- Boxed or Pocket Calendars: Compact with numbered doors that open to reveal items like

figurines, scripture verses, or small gifts.
- Magnetic or Chalkboard Calendars: Reusable for multiple years, with space to write daily

reflections.

Digital and Printable Advent Calendars

Modern families may prefer digital options or printable sheets that include daily stories, activities, or
scripture readings related to the nativity and the "Away in a Manger" theme.

- Apps and Websites: Interactive experiences with videos, puzzles, and daily reflections.
- Printable PDFs: Daily Bible verses, coloring pages, or activity suggestions.

Design Elements of an Effective Away in a Manger Advent Calendar

Visual and Thematic Features

To maximize engagement, the calendar should incorporate:

- Nativity scenes with Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, shepherds, angels, and wise men.
- Soft, warm color palettes reminiscent of Christmas traditions.
- Illustrations that tell the nativity story visually.

Content and Activities

The daily content should be thoughtfully curated to include:

- Scripture readings from the nativity story (e.g., Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 2:1-12).
- Prayers or reflections focusing on humility, gratitude, and love.
- Creative activities like making ornaments, writing letters to Jesus, or acts of kindness.
- Music suggestions, such as singing "Away in a Manger" or other carols.

Benefits of Using an Away in a Manger Advent Calendar

Spiritual Growth and Reflection

By engaging daily with biblical stories and themes, families nurture their faith and deepen their
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understanding of Christmas?s spiritual significance.

Educational Opportunities

Children learn about the nativity, biblical characters, and the message of love and hope through
interactive storytelling and activities.

Family Connection and Tradition

Participating together fosters stronger family bonds and creates lasting memories. It also helps
establish meaningful holiday traditions that can be passed down through generations.

Encourages Gratitude and Giving

Daily reflections can include acts of kindness, charity, or gratitude, cultivating a generous spirit
during the holiday season.

Creative Ideas for Your Away in a Manger Advent Calendar

DIY Nativity-Themed Calendar

Get creative by crafting your own calendar with materials like cardboard, fabric, and paints.
Incorporate small nativity figurines, mini scrolls with scripture, or handmade ornaments.

Incorporate Advent Activities

- Read a different verse each day about the nativity story.
- Sing a new or favorite Christmas carol daily.
- Prepare a small act of kindness each day, such as donating toys or helping a neighbor.
- Create a nativity scene piece each day leading up to Christmas.

Use of Scripture and Prayer

Combine the calendar with daily scripture readings and prayers to deepen faith and understanding
of Jesus?s birth.

Involving Children in the Creation

Let children help decorate, fill, or design parts of the calendar, making it a family project that
reinforces their involvement and excitement.
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Top Tips for Choosing or Creating an Away in a Manger Advent
Calendar

- Match the Age Group: Select a calendar with appropriate complexity and content for your
children's ages.

- Personalize the Content: Add family-specific traditions or favorite scriptures.
- Focus on Meaning: Prioritize spiritual and educational components over material gifts.
- Involve the Entire Family: Make it a shared activity that everyone looks forward to each day.

Where to Find or How to Make Your Own Away in a Manger Advent
Calendar

Buying Options

- Christian bookstores and online retailers offer a variety of nativity-themed advent calendars.
- Specialty craft stores may have kits for DIY projects.
- Etsy and similar platforms feature handmade, customizable calendars.

DIY Creation Tips

- Use sturdy materials for durability.
- Incorporate small biblical figurines or symbols.
- Add personal touches like family photos or handwritten notes.
- Ensure each compartment or pocket is numbered and easy to open daily.

Conclusion: Embracing the True Spirit of Christmas

The away in a manger advent calendar is more than just a countdown to Christmas; it is an
opportunity to focus on the true meaning of the holiday?celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. By
integrating biblical stories, prayers, and meaningful activities into your holiday traditions, you can
create a memorable and spiritually enriching experience for your family. Whether you choose a
store-bought calendar or craft your own, the key is to foster reflection, faith, and love throughout the
Advent season. This Christmas, let your away in a manger advent calendar serve as a gentle
reminder of humility, hope, and the joy of the Savior?s arrival.

Advent For Choirs For Choirs Collections
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Advent for choirs for choirs collections is a vital resource for choral directors and choir members
seeking to enrich their seasonal repertoire with meaningful, inspiring, and festive music. As the
anticipation of Christmas builds, selecting the right pieces for Advent services and concerts
becomes crucial. Choral collections designed specifically for Advent not only provide musical variety
but also deepen the spiritual reflection during this sacred season. This article explores the
significance of Advent choral collections, offers guidance on choosing the perfect pieces, and
highlights some of the most popular and inspiring collections available for choirs today.

Understanding the Importance of Advent Choral Collections

What Is Advent and Why Is It Significant for Choirs?

Advent marks the four-week period leading up to Christmas, a time of preparation, anticipation, and
reflection on the coming of Christ. For choirs, Advent is an opportunity to explore themes of hope,
expectation, and preparation through music. The season?s liturgical focus calls for repertoire that
captures both the solemnity and joy of this sacred time.

The Role of Choral Collections in Advent Worship

Choral collections serve multiple purposes during Advent:

- Liturgical Consistency: They align with the themes of the season, supporting hymnody and
liturgy.

- Musical Enrichment: They provide a variety of musical styles suited for different settings?from
contemplative to festive.

- Educational Value: They expose choir members to different musical traditions and compositional
styles.

- Community Engagement: Well-chosen pieces can foster a sense of unity and celebration within
the congregation.

Key Features of Effective Advent for Choir Collections

Thematic Content

Look for collections that emphasize:

- The Coming of Christ
- Hope and Expectation
- Light in Darkness
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- Joy and Celebration
- Reflection and Preparation

Musical Diversity

A good collection offers:

- Sacred and traditional pieces
- Contemporary compositions
- A variety of voicings (SATB, SSA, TTBB, unison)
- Different musical styles (a cappella, accompanied, arrangements for organ or piano)

Accessibility and Difficulty Level

Select collections that match the skill level of your choir, providing arrangements that are
challenging yet achievable within your rehearsal timeframe.

Popular Types of Advent for Choir Collections

Antiphonal and Call-and-Response Collections

These collections often feature antiphonal singing, which involves choir sections alternating or
combining to create a dynamic and immersive musical experience.

Contemporary and Modern Collections

Modern collections incorporate new compositions, arrangements of carols, and original pieces that
appeal to younger audiences and reflect diverse musical styles.

Traditional and Hymn-Based Collections

These collections focus on classic Advent hymns and Gregorian chant-inspired pieces, offering a
sense of continuity with historical liturgical music.

How to Choose the Right Advent Collection for Your Choir

Assess Your Choir?s Skill Level

- Beginner/intermediate choirs: Look for collections with straightforward arrangements and
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familiar melodies.
- Advanced choirs: Seek out complex harmonies, extended vocal techniques, and original

compositions.

Consider Your Performance Context

- Worship services: Choose pieces that fit the liturgical flow and length.
- Concerts and festivals: Select a diverse program that showcases your choir?s versatility.

Review the Collection?s Thematic Content

Ensure the selections align with the spiritual focus of your season and resonate with your
congregation or audience.

Evaluate the Arrangement Quality

Look for arrangements that are well-crafted, respectful of the original music, and suitable for your
choir?s capabilities.

Top Recommended Advent for Choir Collections

1. "Advent Antiphons" by Various Composers

A collection featuring traditional antiphons, perfect for liturgical use and reflection. It includes both
Gregorian chant-inspired pieces and modern arrangements.

2. "Hope Is a Star" Collection

This modern collection emphasizes themes of hope and anticipation with fresh arrangements of
classic carols and original compositions.

3. "Light in Darkness" Series

A series of pieces focusing on the theme of light overcoming darkness, suitable for both meditative
and celebratory moments.

4. "Celebrating Advent" Anthology

A broad collection combining traditional hymns, contemporary pieces, and instrumental
arrangements suitable for diverse choir voices.
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5. "O Come, Emmanuel" Collection

Centered around the iconic Advent hymn, this collection offers a variety of arrangements and
settings to elevate your worship or concert.

Tips for Preparing and Performing Advent Choral Collections

Early Planning and Rehearsal

- Start rehearsals well in advance.
- Break down complex pieces into manageable sections.
- Incorporate sectional rehearsals if needed.

Incorporate Thematic Elements

- Use visual aids or lighting to enhance the thematic atmosphere.
- Integrate readings or reflections related to the music.

Engage the Audience and Congregation

- Consider inviting congregational participation for well-known carols.
- Use expressive dynamics and phrasing to convey the message.

Utilize Accompaniment Effectively

- Pair choral pieces with organ, piano, or instrumental ensembles to enrich the sound.
- Choose arrangements that complement the choir?s instrumental resources.

Where to Find Advent for Choir Collections

Music Publishing Companies

- Shawnee Press
- G. Schirmer
- Walton Music
- Oxford University Press
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- Lorenz Publishing

Online Platforms and Digital Collections

- JW Pepper
- ChoralNet
- Sheet Music Plus
- Musicnotes

Custom and Commissioned Arrangements

For a unique touch, consider commissioning composers or arrangers to create tailored pieces for
your choir?s Advent repertoire.

Conclusion

Advent for choirs for choirs collections plays a crucial role in shaping the musical and spiritual
experience of this meaningful season. Carefully selecting collections that align with your choir?s skill
level, thematic focus, and performance context will enhance your worship or concert presentation.
Whether you prefer traditional hymns, contemporary compositions, or a blend of styles, a
well-curated Advent collection can inspire both performers and audiences alike. Embrace the rich
musical heritage of Advent, and let your choir?s voice be a beacon of hope and anticipation during
this sacred time.

Remember: The right collection can transform your choir?s Advent season into a memorable
journey of faith, reflection, and celebration.
 
Advent for Choirs for Choirs Collections: A Comprehensive Review

Advent music holds a special place in choral repertoire, offering a rich tapestry of spiritual reflection,
lyrical beauty, and seasonal anticipation. For choir directors and singers alike, selecting the right
collection of Advent music is crucial to creating meaningful and memorable performances during this
sacred season. In this detailed review, we explore the essential aspects of Advent for choirs,
focusing on collections designed specifically for choir use, their musical and liturgical qualities, and
how they can elevate your seasonal programming.

Understanding the Significance of Advent in Choral Music

Advent marks the period of anticipation leading up to Christmas, spanning four Sundays before
December 25th. It?s a time of reflection, hope, and preparation, themes that are richly expressed
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through choral music. Choir collections tailored for Advent typically encompass a range of
styles?from traditional Gregorian chant and classical motets to contemporary arrangements?each
capturing the essence of hope, expectation, and joy.

Why are specialized collections important?

- They provide a curated selection aligned with liturgical themes.
- They offer suitable musical difficulty levels for various choir ages and experience levels.
- They facilitate cohesive programming, ensuring thematic consistency throughout the season.

Key Features of Effective Advent Choir Collections

1. Liturgical and Thematic Coherence

Advent collections often revolve around themes like prophecy, anticipation, preparation, and hope.
Effective collections should feature pieces that complement liturgical texts such as O Antiphons,
Magnificat, and Scripture-based texts. Look for collections that:

- Incorporate well-known Advent hymns and carols.
- Include original compositions aligned with the liturgical calendar.
- Balance reflective and jubilant pieces to mirror the progression of Advent.

2. Musical Diversity and Style

A well-rounded collection offers variety to maintain engagement and reflect the multifaceted nature
of Advent. Consider collections that provide:

- Gregorian chant or plainsong for a meditative, historical feel.
- Polyphonic motets and classical arrangements for depth and richness.
- Contemporary and accessible arrangements to involve a wider choir demographic.
- Instrumental accompaniments or a cappella options for flexibility.

3. Difficulty Level and Accessibility

Choose collections suited to your choir's skill level:

- Beginner/Intermediate: Arrangements with straightforward harmonies, manageable ranges, and
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simple rhythms.
- Advanced: Complex polyphony, varied meters, and demanding vocal techniques.

Collections often specify the intended difficulty level, making it easier to match your choir?s
capabilities.

4. Arrangements and Voice Part Distribution

Effective collections offer:

- Voice parts balanced for SATB, SAB, or SSA choirs, accommodating various ensemble types.
- Flexible arrangements that can be adapted for smaller or larger groups.
- Parts that emphasize the lyrical and expressive qualities of the texts.

5. Accompaniment Options

Many collections include options for piano, organ, or a cappella singing. Some collections also
provide orchestral or ensemble accompaniments for a richer sound, depending on available
resources.

Popular and Highly Recommended Advent Choir Collections

1. The Advent Antiphons by David Hurd

A collection focusing on the O Antiphons, these pieces are rich in Gregorian chant influence and are
ideal for reflective services. They combine chant with contemporary harmonizations, suitable for
advanced choirs.

Strengths:

- Deep liturgical authenticity.
- Suitable for both concert and worship settings.
- Varied textures and harmonies.

Considerations:

- Some pieces may be challenging for intermediate choirs.

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 11 of 15



Away in a manger advent calendar Textbook Vol. 2024, Issue 11

2. Christmas Anticipation: Advent and Christmas Music for Choirs (Various
Editors)

A diverse anthology offering a mixture of traditional and modern arrangements. Features pieces for
SATB, SSA, and TTBB choirs.

Strengths:

- Wide stylistic diversity.
- Suitable for different performance contexts.
- Includes accessible arrangements for developing choirs.

Considerations:

- The variety may require careful selection to maintain thematic coherence.

3. A Service of Lessons and Carols Collections

Though not solely Advent-focused, many collections designed for lessons and carols include
substantial Advent content that transitions smoothly into Christmas.

Strengths:

- Narrative-driven programming.
- Incorporates readings, hymns, and choral pieces.

Considerations:

- Longer programming; requires planning for comprehensive services.

4. Hope for the Season: Advent and Christmas Music by Kevin McChesney

This collection offers a mix of accessible arrangements emphasizing hope and anticipation, perfect
for community and school choirs.

Strengths:
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- User-friendly for varying skill levels.
- Emphasis on joyful and contemplative pieces.

Considerations:

- Less emphasis on traditional chant or complex polyphony.

Choosing the Right Collection for Your Choir

Factors to consider include:

- Liturgical Alignment: Does the collection align with your church?s liturgical practices?
- Skill Level: Are the arrangements appropriate for your choir?s maturity and experience?
- Performance Setting: Will the pieces suit worship services, concerts, or both?
- Rehearsal Time: Are the pieces manageable within your rehearsal schedule?
- Resource Availability: Do you have the necessary instruments or accompaniment options?

Incorporating Advent Collections into Your Programming

Effective programming tips:

- Create a thematic arc: Select pieces that reflect the progression from anticipation to expectation.
- Balance reflective and joyful pieces: Mix contemplative music with more upbeat selections to

mirror Advent?s dual nature.
- Utilize seasonal texts: Incorporate Scripture readings and poetry that complement the music.
- Engage your congregation: Choose familiar hymns alongside new arrangements to foster

participation.
- Plan rehearsals accordingly: Focus on challenging sections early to ensure polished

performances.

Enhancing Your Choir?s Advent Experience

- Workshops on Liturgical Context: Educate choir members about the significance of Advent
themes and texts.

- Visual and Artistic Elements: Incorporate candles, banners, or seasonal decor to create a
reflective atmosphere.

- Audience Engagement: Consider offering short reflections or introductions before pieces to
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deepen understanding.

Conclusion: Making the Most of Advent Choir Collections

Choosing the right Advent for Choirs for Choirs Collections is pivotal in shaping a meaningful and
spiritually resonant season. Whether you opt for traditional chant-based anthologies, contemporary
arrangements, or a blend of styles, ensure that the collection aligns with your choir?s abilities,
liturgical focus, and performance context. A well-curated collection not only enhances musical
excellence but also deepens the congregation?s Advent experience, fostering anticipation, hope,
and joy.

Investing time in selecting and rehearsing the right music pays dividends in creating memorable and
impactful services that honor the sacred season. With thoughtful planning and the right collection,
your choir can beautifully embody the spirit of Advent, guiding your community through this season
of anticipation with musical grace.

In summary:

- Understand your choir?s skill level and resources.
- Choose collections that reflect the liturgical themes of Advent.
- Incorporate a variety of styles for engagement.
- Use the programming to foster reflection and participation.
- Elevate your choir?s Advent season with carefully selected, meaningful music.

By embracing these principles, your choir will not only perform beautiful music but also contribute
profoundly to the spiritual preparation of your community during this special time of year.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key features to look for in an Advent choral collection for choirs?
Look for collections that offer a variety of voicings, accessible arrangements suitable for different
skill levels, and thematic cohesion around Advent and Christmas spirituality. Additionally, consider
the inclusion of both traditional and contemporary pieces, as well as flexibility in performance
duration. How can choirs effectively incorporate Advent themes into their performances using
collections? Choirs can select pieces that highlight themes of anticipation, hope, and preparation,
and integrate them into their rehearsal plans. Using a collection with a diverse repertoire allows for
thematic programming, and incorporating readings or reflections can enhance the Advent
experience. Are there recommended collections for beginner or intermediate choirs for Advent
services? Yes, many collections are specifically designed for varying skill levels. For beginners, look
for collections with simplified arrangements and clear vocal parts. Intermediate choirs can explore
collections with moderate complexity and richer harmonies that still maintain accessibility for most
singers. What are some popular collections of Advent choral music for church choirs in 2023? Some
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popular collections include 'Advent Reflections' by John Leavitt, 'O Holy Night: Advent and
Christmas Anthem Collections,' and 'Lighting the Way: Advent Choral Collection.' These collections
are favored for their quality arrangements and thematic depth suitable for contemporary and
traditional choirs. How can choirs make the most of Advent collections to enhance their worship
services? Choirs can plan thematic programming around the collection's pieces, incorporate
reflective moments, and involve congregation participation when appropriate. Rehearsing with
attention to expressive dynamics and diction can also deepen the spiritual impact of their
performances during Advent. 
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