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iso 9613 1 is an international standard that plays a crucial role in the field of environmental noise
assessment and control. Developed by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), this
standard provides methodologies for predicting and measuring the attenuation of sound over
distance in various environments. Its primary purpose is to help engineers, urban planners, and
environmental scientists estimate the sound levels at specific locations, considering factors like
atmospheric conditions, ground effects, and barriers. As urban areas expand and industrial activities
grow, understanding and managing noise pollution becomes increasingly important, making ISO
9613-1 a vital tool in sustainable development and environmental compliance.

Overview of ISO 9613-1

ISO 9613-1 is part of the ISO 9613 series, which addresses the acoustics of outdoor sound
propagation. Specifically, ISO 9613-1 focuses on the attenuation of sound during propagation
outdoors, providing a standardized method to predict how sound levels decrease over distance from
a source to a receiver point.

Objectives and Applications

The main objectives of ISO 9613-1 include:

- To enable accurate noise assessment for environmental impact studies.

- To assist in the design of noise barriers and mitigation strategies.

- To support compliance with legal noise limits.

- To facilitate urban planning and infrastructure development by predicting noise propagation.

Applications of ISO 9613-1 span various sectors, including:

- Industrial noise assessment

- Traffic noise modeling

- Construction site noise prediction

- Environmental noise mapping

- Designing noise barriers and enclosures

Core Principles of 1ISO 9613-1
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ISO 9613-1 is based on several fundamental principles that consider the physical and environmental
factors influencing sound propagation outdoors.

Sound Propagation Model
The standard models how sound travels from a source to a receiver, considering:
- Geometric spreading loss
- Atmospheric absorption
- Ground effects
- Barriers and obstacles
- Meteorological conditions
Assumptions
ISO 9613-1 makes certain assumptions to simplify real-world complexities, such as:
- The sound source is omnidirectional or has a known directivity.
- The environment is relatively homogeneous.
- The propagation occurs during stable atmospheric conditions, although variations can be
modeled.
- The terrain and ground cover are characterized by specific parameters.
Key Components and Parameters
To accurately predict sound attenuation, ISO 9613-1 incorporates several parameters and factors.
1. Geometric Spreading
- Spherical spreading: When the source is point-like, sound intensity decreases proportionally to
1/r2,
- Cylindrical spreading: For line sources like roads, the decrease follows 1/r.
The model adjusts for these geometries based on the source type.

2. Atmospheric Absorption

Sound energy is absorbed by the air, with absorption coefficients depending on:
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- Frequency of sound

- Temperature

- Humidity

- Atmospheric pressure
- Wind conditions

ISO 9613-1 provides formulas to estimate atmospheric attenuation over distance.
3. Ground Effects
Ground cover influences how sound reflects and absorbs. The standard considers:
- Ground impedance
- Surface roughness

- Vegetation

Depending on the ground type, the attenuation varies, which is modeled through ground effect
corrections.

4. Barriers and Obstacles
Physical barriers like walls, buildings, or natural features can attenuate sound. The model accounts

for:

- Barrier height and length
- Distance between source, barrier, and receiver
- Barrier material and sound transmission properties

5. Meteorological Conditions
Factors such as wind direction and speed, temperature gradients, and humidity can significantly

influence sound propagation. While ISO 9613-1 primarily models standard conditions, it allows
adjustments for specific meteorological scenarios.

Methodology for Sound Level Prediction

ISO 9613-1 prescribes a systematic approach for calculating the sound level at a receiver point,
involving the following steps:
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Step 1: Determine Source Characteristics
- Power level of the source (Lw)
- Directivity pattern of the source
Step 2: Calculate Basic Propagation Losses
- Geometric spreading loss based on distance
- Atmospheric attenuation over the path

Step 3: Apply Ground Effect Corrections

- Using ground parameters like surface impedance

Step 4: Account for Barriers and Obstacles

- Incorporate shielding effects if barriers are present

Step 5: Sum All Attenuation Components

- Combine all loss factors to determine the total attenuation (A)

Step 6: Calculate the Resultant Sound Level

- Use the formula:
Lp=Lw-A
where Lp is the predicted sound level at the receiver location.

Advantages of Using ISO 9613-1

Implementing 1ISO 9613-1 offers several benefits:

Vol. 2022, Issue 8
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- Standardization: Provides a consistent methodology for noise prediction, facilitating
comparisons across projects and regions.

- Flexibility: Can adapt to different environments and conditions with appropriate parameter
adjustments.

- Accuracy: Incorporates multiple environmental factors, enhancing the reliability of predictions.

- Support for Regulation Compliance: Assists in demonstrating adherence to legal noise limits.

- Design Optimization: Aids in designing effective noise mitigation measures, such as barriers or
enclosures.

Limitations and Considerations

Despite its robustness, 1SO 9613-1 has certain limitations:

- Environmental Variability: Real-world conditions like complex terrain, variable meteorology, and
heterogeneous ground cover may introduce uncertainties.

- Assumption of Homogeneity: The model assumes relatively uniform environments, which may
not always be the case.

- Frequency Range: While suitable for a broad frequency spectrum, extreme frequencies may
require additional considerations.

- Meteorological Effects: The model provides standard conditions; specific weather scenarios
might necessitate supplementary modeling.

Practitioners should consider these factors and, where necessary, supplement predictions with
empirical measurements or advanced simulation tools.

Practical Applications and Tools

Many industry-standard software solutions incorporate ISO 9613-1 algorithms to facilitate noise
prediction tasks. These tools enable users to input parameters such as source power, terrain
features, and environmental conditions, producing detailed noise maps and reports.

Common software tools include:

- CadnaA

- SoundPLAN
- EULA Sound
- Cadna Noise
- NoiseSource
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Using these tools aligns with ISO 9613-1?s methodology, ensuring regulatory compliance and
accurate environmental assessments.

Conclusion

ISO 9613-1 is a foundational standard in outdoor sound propagation modeling, offering a
comprehensive and systematic approach to predicting noise levels in various environments. Its
emphasis on considering atmospheric, ground, and obstacle effects makes it indispensable for
engineers, environmentalists, and urban planners aiming to mitigate noise pollution and ensure
compliance with environmental standards. While it has certain limitations, when used appropriately
and supplemented with empirical data, ISO 9613-1 remains a powerful tool for sustainable
development and sound environment management.

For anyone involved in environmental noise assessment, mastering ISO 9613-1 principles and
applications is essential. It not only enhances the accuracy of predictions but also supports informed
decision-making in designing quieter, healthier urban and industrial landscapes.

is0 9613 1: An In-Depth Exploration of Sound Attenuation in the Environment

iso 9613 1 is a crucial international standard that provides comprehensive guidelines for predicting
sound attenuation in the environment. As urbanization accelerates and industrial activities expand,
understanding and managing noise pollution has become more vital than ever. This standard plays
a pivotal role for acoustic engineers, environmental planners, and policymakers aiming to assess
and mitigate noise impacts effectively. In this article, we delve into the intricacies of ISO 9613-1,
exploring its scope, principles, methodology, and practical applications to equip professionals with a
clear understanding of its significance and utilization.

What is ISO 9613-17?

ISO 9613-1 is part of the ISO 9613 series, which addresses the attenuation of sound during
propagation outdoors. Specifically, ISO 9613-1 outlines a method for predicting the sound level
reduction over a distance from a source to a receiver in free-field conditions, considering various
environmental factors. Published by the International Organization for Standardization, this standard
is widely adopted across industries and regulatory frameworks to estimate outdoor noise levels.

The standard is designed to provide a standardized approach to estimating how sound diminishes
as it travels through the environment, accounting for factors such as atmospheric absorption, ground
effects, and obstacles. Its primary goal is to facilitate environmental noise assessment by offering a
reliable and repeatable methodology for calculating sound propagation.

The Scope and Relevance of ISO 9613-1
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Applications in Environmental Noise Assessment

ISO 9613-1 is instrumental in a variety of contexts, including:

- Urban Planning: Designing urban spaces that minimize noise pollution, such as locating
residential areas away from major roads or industrial zones.

- Industrial Noise Control: Assessing the potential impact of machinery and operations on nearby
communities.

- Transportation Planning: Estimating noise propagation from roads, railways, and airports to
develop effective noise barriers and mitigation strategies.

- Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA): Providing quantitative data to support permit
applications and compliance with noise regulations.

Regulatory and Policy Frameworks

Many countries incorporate ISO 9613-1 into their environmental noise standards and regulations,
recognizing its robustness and scientific validity. It serves as a foundational tool in environmental
legislation, ensuring consistent and comparable noise predictions across different regions and
projects.

Fundamental Principles of Sound Propagation in ISO 9613-1
Understanding the core principles underlying ISO 9613-1 is essential to grasp its methodology. The

standard models sound propagation as a combination of primary and secondary attenuation effects,
which include:

- Geometrical Spreading: The natural decrease of sound intensity as it radiates outward from a
source, generally following an inverse-square law in free-field conditions.

- Atmospheric Absorption: The attenuation of sound energy due to interaction with air molecules,
which depends on factors like frequency, humidity, temperature, and atmospheric pressure.
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- Ground Effects: The influence of the terrain surface on sound propagation, which can either
amplify or diminish sound levels depending on ground characteristics.

- Obstacles and Barriers: The presence of structures such as buildings, trees, or noise barriers
that can block or reflect sound waves.

ISO 9613-1 integrates these principles into a comprehensive predictive model, allowing analysts to
estimate the total sound attenuation between source and receiver locations.

Methodology and Calculation Framework

Step 1: Establishing Source and Receiver Positions

The process begins by accurately defining the positions of the sound source(s) and receiver points.
Coordinates are typically given in a Cartesian or geographic coordinate system, considering the
height of the source and receiver.

Step 2: Calculating Geometrical Attenuation

Using the inverse-square law, the standard calculates the basic reduction in sound level as a
function of distance:

\[ L_{p} = L_{w} - 20 \log_{10}(1) \]

where:

-\(L_{p}\) = sound pressure level at the receiver

-\(L_{w}\) = source sound power level

-\(r\) = distance between source and receiver
This forms the baseline for further adjustments.
Step 3: Adjusting for Atmospheric Absorption

ISO 9613-1 incorporates an empirical model to estimate atmospheric attenuation based on
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frequency and environmental conditions. The attenuation \( A_{atm}\) (in dB) can be approximated
by:

\[ A_{atm} =\alpha \cdot r \]

where:

- \(\alpha ) = attenuation coefficient (frequency-dependent)

-\(r\) = distance traveled

The coefficient \( \alpha \) depends on temperature, humidity, and atmospheric pressure, with higher
humidity and temperatures increasing absorption, especially at higher frequencies.

Step 4: Considering Ground Effects

Ground effects are modeled based on the ground's acoustic impedance:

- Hard ground (e.g., concrete): tends to reflect sound, potentially causing interference effects.

- Soft ground (e.g., grass, soil): absorbs some sound energy, reducing the received level.

ISO 9613-1 uses a ground factor \( G \), ranging from O (hard ground) to 1 (soft ground), to adjust
the predicted levels accordingly.

Step 5: Incorporating Obstacles and Barriers

When obstacles are present, their effects are modeled as additional attenuation factors, often based
on empirical data or simplified assumptions, such as barrier height, length, and material.

Step 6: Summing Attenuation Components
The total predicted sound level at the receiver is computed by summing all attenuation components:
\[L_{p} =L _{w}- (A {geo}+ A {atm}+ A {ground} + A_{obstacle}) \]

where each component represents the respective attenuation.
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Practical Considerations and Limitations
While 1ISO 9613-1 provides a robust framework, practitioners must be aware of its assumptions and

limitations:

- Free-Field Conditions: The standard assumes open, unobstructed environments, where
reflections and complex terrain effects are minimal.

- Simplified Models for Obstacles: Complex urban environments with dense building arrays may
require more sophisticated modeling techniques beyond ISO 9613-1.

- Frequency-Dependent Factors: Atmospheric absorption varies significantly across frequencies,
necessitating detailed spectral analysis for precise predictions.

- Environmental Variability: Changing weather conditions can alter sound propagation, which

static models may not fully capture.

To address these limitations, ISO 9613-1 is often complemented with other modeling tools, such as
ray tracing or numerical simulations, especially in complex scenarios.

Implementation and Software Tools
Numerous software packages incorporate ISO 9613-1 algorithms, enabling environmental

consultants and engineers to perform detailed noise propagation modeling with relative ease.
Popular tools include:

- CadnaA: Offers comprehensive environmental noise modeling with ISO 9613-1 integration.

- SoundPLAN: Provides detailed modeling capabilities for urban and industrial environments.

- EASE: Focuses on environmental acoustics and noise mapping.

These tools typically allow users to input environmental data, source characteristics, and obstacle
configurations, automatically applying ISO 9613-1 principles to generate noise maps and



iso 9613 1 Full Version Vol. 2022, Issue 8

predictions.
Case Studies and Real-World Applications
Urban Development Projects

Municipalities worldwide utilize ISO 9613-1 to evaluate potential noise impacts of new
developments. For example, when planning a residential complex near a busy highway, engineers
model the expected noise levels at various distances, informing the placement of buildings and
noise barriers.

Industrial Facility Expansion

Manufacturers assess the impact of increased production on surrounding communities by predicting
how sound propagates under different atmospheric and ground conditions, ensuring compliance
with local noise regulations.

Transportation Infrastructure

Airport authorities employ 1ISO 9613-1-based models to design soundproofing measures around
runways and taxiways, minimizing noise pollution in nearby neighborhoods.

Future Perspectives and Developments

As environmental concerns grow, the importance of accurate noise prediction models like 1ISO
9613-1 continues to rise. Advances in computational power and sensor technology enable more
dynamic and real-time modeling, incorporating weather data and temporal variations.

Research is ongoing to refine atmospheric absorption models, account for complex urban
geometries, and integrate acoustic simulation with other environmental factors such as air quality
and vibration. ISO 9613-1 remains a foundational standard, with continuous updates ensuring it
adapts to evolving scientific knowledge and technological capabilities.

Conclusion

ISO 9613-1 serves as a cornerstone in the field of environmental acoustics, providing a scientifically
grounded and practical methodology for predicting outdoor sound attenuation. Its comprehensive
approach, considering geometric, atmospheric, ground, and obstacle effects, makes it an
indispensable tool for professionals striving to understand and mitigate noise pollution. While it has
limitations inherent to simplified models, its integration into software tools and regulatory frameworks
underscores its enduring relevance.
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By mastering the principles and application of ISO 9613-1, engineers and planners can design more
sustainable and comfortable environments, balancing development needs with noise control. As
urban landscapes continue to evolve, standards like ISO 9613-1 will remain vital in guiding
responsible and effective acoustic management worldwide.

QuestionAnswer What is ISO 9613-1 and what does it specify? ISO 9613-1 is an international
standard that provides methods for calculating sound attenuation in outdoor environments, focusing
on environmental noise propagation and helping to estimate noise levels over distance. How is
atmospheric absorption considered in ISO 9613-1 calculations? ISO 9613-1 incorporates
atmospheric absorption by accounting for frequency-dependent attenuation based on atmospheric
conditions such as temperature, humidity, and air pressure, which affect sound propagation over
distance. What are the typical applications of ISO 9613-1 in environmental noise assessment? 1ISO
9613-1 is commonly used in assessing noise impact from industrial sites, transportation
infrastructures, and urban development projects to ensure compliance with environmental noise
regulations. How does ISO 9613-1 handle obstacles and ground effects in sound propagation? The
standard includes models for ground effects and obstacle shielding, allowing for more accurate
predictions by considering factors like ground absorption and barriers that can reflect or block sound
waves. What are the key parameters needed to perform an ISO 9613-1 noise calculation? Key
parameters include source sound power levels, distance between source and receiver, ground type,
atmospheric conditions, and any intervening obstacles or barriers. Is ISO 9613-1 suitable for
predicting noise levels in complex urban environments? While ISO 9613-1 provides a solid
foundation for outdoor noise prediction, complex urban environments may require additional
modeling considerations or more advanced methods to account for multiple reflections and variable
terrain.

Related keywords: noise attenuation, sound propagation, atmospheric absorption, environmental
noise, acoustic modeling, sound transmission loss, outdoor noise, sound level calculation, sound
propagation modeling, environmental acoustics



