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John Defrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader
Manual

john defrancis intermediate chinese reader is a highly regarded resource among students and
language enthusiasts aiming to deepen their understanding of Chinese through engaging and
accessible reading materials. Designed specifically for intermediate learners, this reader offers a
balanced combination of vocabulary, grammar, and cultural insights, making it an invaluable tool for
those transitioning from beginner to advanced proficiency. Whether you are preparing for exams,
traveling to Chinese-speaking regions, or simply passionate about Chinese culture, the John
DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader provides a structured and enjoyable way to enhance your
language skills.

Overview of the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader

Who Was John DeFrancis?

John DeFrancis was a prominent American sinologist and linguist renowned for his contributions to
Chinese language education and his efforts to make Chinese accessible to Western learners. His
works emphasize clarity, practical usage, and cultural context, which are reflected in the structure of
his readers. His Intermediate Chinese Reader is part of a series aimed at progressively building
language competence, emphasizing real-world application.

Purpose and Goals of the Reader

The primary goal of the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader is to bridge the gap between
beginner-level knowledge and advanced fluency. It aims to:

- Expand vocabulary and idiomatic expressions
- Reinforce grammatical structures
- Improve reading comprehension
- Provide cultural insights
- Prepare learners for real-life communication

Target Audience

This reader is ideal for:
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- Students who have completed a beginner Chinese course
- Self-learners with a foundational understanding of Chinese
- Travelers seeking to read and understand authentic Chinese texts
- Anyone interested in Chinese culture and language nuances

Features and Structure of the Book

Content Selection

The reader contains carefully curated texts that reflect diverse topics and contexts, including:

- Daily life scenarios
- Cultural stories and legends
- News excerpts
- Dialogues and conversations

This variety ensures that learners are exposed to a wide spectrum of vocabulary and language
styles.

Graded Difficulty

The texts are arranged progressively, starting with simpler passages and advancing to more
complex materials. This gradual increase in difficulty helps learners build confidence and
competence systematically.

Vocabulary and Notes

Each section includes:

- Vocabulary lists with pinyin and English translations
- Usage notes explaining idiomatic expressions and grammatical points
- Cultural annotations providing background context

Supplementary Exercises

To reinforce learning, the book offers exercises such as:

- Comprehension questions
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- Fill-in-the-blanks
- Translation tasks
- Discussion prompts

These activities encourage active engagement and better retention.

How to Use the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader Effectively

Establishing a Study Routine

Consistency is key. Dedicate regular time slots for reading and review. For example:

- Daily reading sessions focusing on one or two passages
- Weekly review sessions to revisit previously covered material

Incorporating Listening and Speaking

Complement reading with listening practice:

- Use audio recordings if available
- Practice reading aloud to improve pronunciation
- Engage in conversations based on the texts

Using Supplementary Resources

Enhance your learning experience by integrating:

- Chinese-English dictionaries
- Flashcards for vocabulary
- Language exchange partners
- Online forums and communities

Tracking Progress

Keep a journal or log of new vocabulary, grammatical insights, and cultural notes. Regular
self-assessment helps identify areas for improvement.

Benefits of Using the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 3 of 12



John Defrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader Manual Vol. 2024, Issue 6

Improved Reading Comprehension

The structured approach and authentic texts enable learners to understand more complex
sentences and idiomatic expressions, increasing overall reading fluency.

Expanded Vocabulary

Exposure to a broad range of topics introduces learners to useful and nuanced vocabulary that is
often encountered in real-life situations.

Better Grammatical Understanding

The notes and annotated texts clarify grammatical structures, helping learners grasp subtle
language patterns.

Cultural Awareness

Contextual annotations and stories foster a deeper appreciation of Chinese customs, traditions, and
societal norms.

Preparation for Advanced Studies

This reader serves as a stepping stone toward advanced Chinese literature, news, and academic
texts.

Tips for Maximizing Your Learning with the Reader

- Set clear goals: Decide whether your focus is vocabulary acquisition, comprehension, or
conversational skills.

- Take notes: Highlight new words and grammatical points for review.
- Practice regularly: Consistency beats intensity?small daily efforts lead to steady progress.
- Engage with native speakers: Use your reading knowledge in real conversations.
- Join study groups: Collaborate with peers to discuss passages and share insights.

Comparing the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader with Other Resources

Advantages

- Well-structured progression tailored for intermediate learners

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 4 of 12



John Defrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader Manual Vol. 2024, Issue 6

- Authentic and culturally rich texts
- Clear explanations and annotations
- Focus on practical language use

Limitations

- May lack extensive audio components (depending on version)
- Requires prior basic knowledge of Chinese characters and grammar
- Some learners might find the pace challenging without supplementary practice

Alternatives and Complementary Resources

- Integrated Chinese series: Offers comprehensive lessons with multimedia support
- Chinese Reading Practice apps: For additional reading exercises
- HSK Preparation Books: For standardized test readiness
- Language exchange platforms: For conversational practice

Conclusion

The John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader remains a cornerstone resource for learners
dedicated to advancing their Chinese language skills. Its thoughtful selection of texts, graded
difficulty, and cultural insights make it an effective tool for bridging the gap between basic proficiency
and fluency. By actively engaging with the material, supplementing with listening and speaking
practice, and maintaining a consistent study routine, learners can unlock new levels of confidence
and competence in Chinese. Whether used independently or alongside other resources, this reader
lays a solid foundation for meaningful and enjoyable Chinese language mastery.
 
John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader: A Comprehensive Review

When it comes to mastering Mandarin Chinese at an intermediate level, choosing the right textbook
can significantly influence your learning trajectory. The John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese
Reader stands out as a well-regarded resource among students, educators, and self-learners alike.
This detailed review will explore every facet of this textbook, from its historical background and
pedagogical approach to its content structure, strengths, and areas for improvement. Whether
you're considering it for self-study or supplementing classroom instruction, this analysis aims to
provide all the insights you need.

Introduction to the Book
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The John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader is designed to bridge the gap between
beginner-level texts and advanced language proficiency. It aims to deepen learners? understanding
of Chinese vocabulary, grammar, and cultural contexts through carefully curated readings and
exercises. Authored by John DeFrancis, a renowned sinologist and linguist, the book emphasizes a
balanced approach that integrates linguistic accuracy with cultural relevance.

Key Features at a Glance:

- Targeted at intermediate learners who have a basic foundation in Chinese
- Contains authentic Chinese texts drawn from various genres
- Emphasizes reading comprehension and vocabulary building
- Incorporates grammatical explanations aligned with the texts
- Designed to complement classroom learning or self-study routines

Historical Background and Author?s Pedigree

Understanding the background of the author enriches appreciation for the book?s pedagogical
philosophy.

About John DeFrancis

- Renowned sinologist and linguist specializing in Chinese language and script
- Known for his work on Chinese linguistics, notably his book The Chinese Language: Fact and

Fantasy
- Advocated for reforming Chinese language education by emphasizing practical literacy and

understanding
- His approach often challenges traditional methods, favoring clarity and accessibility

Impact on Chinese Language Education

DeFrancis's works have significantly influenced modern Chinese language pedagogy, emphasizing
the importance of recognition-based literacy (through characters) and cultural context. His
intermediate reader reflects these principles by encouraging learners to see Chinese as a living
language embedded in rich cultural traditions.

Content Structure and Organization

The John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader is methodically organized to facilitate progressive
learning.
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Text Selection and Thematic Progression

- The book contains approximately 20-25 reading passages
- Topics range from everyday life and social issues to literature, history, and culture
- Each passage is chosen to build on previously learned vocabulary and structures, fostering

cumulative learning

Layout of Each Chapter

- Introduction and Context: Brief background or cultural note to set the scene
- Reading Passage: Authentic text, often with idiomatic expressions and colloquial language
- Vocabulary List: Key words and phrases with pinyin and English definitions
- Grammatical Notes: Explanations of grammar points demonstrated in the passage
- Exercises: Comprehension questions, vocabulary drills, and sometimes translation tasks

Supplementary Materials

- Glossaries for quick reference
- Appendices with important grammar summaries
- An index of characters and words

Pedagogical Approach and Methodology

DeFrancis?s textbook employs a well-balanced combination of authentic reading, linguistic analysis,
and active practice.

Emphasis on Authentic Texts

- Unlike simplified or artificially constructed dialogues, the readings are authentic and drawn from
real sources

- This exposes learners to natural language usage, idiomatic expressions, and cultural nuances

Vocabulary Development

- Focused on high-frequency words and phrases relevant at the intermediate level
- Vocabulary lists often include example sentences to contextualize usage
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Grammar Explanation

- Clear, concise explanations aligned with the reading passages
- Focus on functional grammar, such as aspect markers, sentence particles, and sentence

structures common in spoken and written Chinese

Active Practice

- Exercises designed to reinforce comprehension and encourage production
- Includes matching, fill-in-the-blanks, and translation exercises

Strengths of the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader

This textbook offers numerous advantages that make it a valuable resource.

- Authentic Language Exposure

Learners encounter real Chinese language usage, which promotes:

- Better understanding of colloquial and idiomatic expressions
- Improved reading fluency and comprehension skills
- Enhanced ability to interpret cultural references

- Well-Structured Content

The logical progression from simpler to more complex texts helps learners:

- Build confidence gradually
- Reinforce previously learned vocabulary and grammar
- Develop a comprehensive understanding of the language

- Balanced Focus on Grammar and Vocabulary

Rather than overwhelming learners with grammar rules or vocabulary lists alone, the book:
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- Integrates grammatical explanations directly with reading passages
- Uses vocabulary in context, making memorization more meaningful

- Cultural Insights

Each reading often includes cultural notes or historical background, enriching the learner?s cultural
literacy and appreciation for Chinese society.

- Supportive Learning Tools

The inclusion of glossaries, appendices, and exercises aids retention and self-assessment, making
it suitable for independent learners.

Limitations and Areas for Improvement

While the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader is highly regarded, it is not without its
limitations.

- Pacing and Difficulty Gaps

- Some learners find certain passages either too challenging or too simple, depending on their
background

- The transition between levels may not be perfectly smooth, requiring supplementary materials

- Lack of Audio Support

- The book is primarily text-based, with minimal or no accompanying audio resources
- Learners seeking to improve listening and pronunciation skills might need additional audio

materials

- Limited Focus on Spoken Language

- The emphasis on reading may not translate directly to speaking proficiency
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- Learners may need to supplement with conversation practice or spoken drills

- Outdated Examples and Cultural References

- Some passages may reflect older contexts or language usage, which can feel less relevant to
modern learners

- Regular updates or modernized editions could enhance relevance

- Accessibility and Price

- The book?s physical copies can be pricey, and digital versions may be limited
- For budget-conscious learners, sourcing affordable copies or online resources might be

necessary

Comparison with Other Intermediate Chinese Textbooks

To better understand its place in the landscape of Chinese learning resources, here?s a brief
comparison with similar books:

| Feature | John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader | Integrated Chinese (Traditional /
Simplified) | Chinese Link | New Practical Chinese Reader |

|---|---|---|---|---|

| Focus | Authentic texts, cultural context | Structured dialogues, grammar | Interactive exercises,
multimedia | Progressive lessons, dialogues |

| Strengths | Cultural richness, authentic language | Clear structure, comprehensive grammar |
Multimedia support, online resources | Student-friendly progression |

| Weaknesses | Less focus on spoken language | Less cultural depth | Less authentic content |
Sometimes too simplified |

The DeFrancis reader excels in cultural depth and authentic language but may benefit from
supplementary listening and speaking resources.

Who Should Use the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader?
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This textbook is particularly suitable for:

- Intermediate learners aiming to deepen their reading comprehension
- Students preparing for standardized tests like HSK (levels 4-6)
- Self-learners seeking authentic materials with structured guidance
- Teachers wanting to incorporate authentic texts into their curriculum
- Advanced beginners who want to transition smoothly into more complex texts

Recommended Prerequisites

- Basic knowledge of Chinese characters, vocabulary, and grammar
- Familiarity with Pinyin and basic sentence structures
- Comfort with reading simplified or traditional characters

Additional Resources and Tips for Maximizing Learning

To get the most out of the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader, consider the following
strategies:

- Supplement with audio resources: Use Chinese podcasts, audiobooks, or language apps to
improve listening skills.

- Practice speaking: Engage in conversation exchanges or language meetups.
- Use flashcards: Create personalized vocabulary decks based on the words introduced.
- Engage with Chinese media: Watch Chinese TV shows, movies, or read newspapers to

contextualize vocabulary.
- Join study groups: Collaborative learning can enhance motivation and understanding.

Digital Resources

- Some editions may come with companion websites or online exercises
- For non-digital versions, consider using apps like Pleco or Anki for vocabulary reinforcement

Final Verdict

The John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader remains a highly valuable resource for learners
seeking authentic, culturally rich Chinese reading materials. Its thoughtful organization, emphasis on
real language usage, and integration of cultural insights make it stand out among intermediate-level
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textbooks. While it could benefit from supplementary audio and speaking components, its strengths
in reading comprehension and vocabulary development are undeniable.

If you are an intermediate learner committed to deepening your understanding of Chinese beyond
basic dialogues, this reader can serve as a pivotal tool in your language learning arsenal. Its focus
on authentic texts and cultural context will not only improve your language skills but also enrich your
appreciation for Chinese society and history.

In conclusion, the John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader is a commendable choice for
dedicated learners aiming to attain a more
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key features of the 'John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese
Reader'? The book offers a balanced selection of reading passages with vocabulary and grammar
explanations, designed to improve intermediate learners' reading comprehension and language
skills in Chinese. How does 'John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader' facilitate learning
Chinese characters? It provides annotated texts with pinyin and explanations of character usage,
helping students recognize and understand Chinese characters within context. Is 'John DeFrancis
Intermediate Chinese Reader' suitable for self-study? Yes, the book is designed to support
self-study by offering clear explanations, vocabulary lists, and exercises that reinforce reading skills
at the intermediate level. Can beginners use 'John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader'
effectively? While primarily aimed at intermediate learners, some motivated beginners with basic
prior knowledge can benefit from the reader, but it is best suited for those with foundational Chinese
skills. What topics are covered in 'John DeFrancis Intermediate Chinese Reader'? The reader
covers a variety of topics including everyday life, culture, history, and social issues, providing a
broad context for language learning and cultural understanding. 
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