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The A. F. C. Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register of 1812 stands as a significant historical artifact
in the realm of early 19th-century musical publications. Published during a period of vibrant musical
evolution across Europe, this register offers invaluable insights into the musical works, composers,
and trends of the year 1812. It served as a crucial resource for musicians, music enthusiasts, and
scholars seeking to stay informed about the latest compositions and performances. In this
comprehensive article, we explore the origins, content, significance, and historical context of
Kollmann?s 1812 register, providing a detailed understanding of its impact on the musical landscape
of the time.

The Origins and Background of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register

Who Was A. F. C. Kollmann?

Andreas Friedrich Carl Kollmann was a prominent music publisher and composer active in early
19th-century Germany. Known for his meticulous publication efforts, Kollmann?s work aimed to
bridge the gap between composers and the public by disseminating new musical works and
information through periodicals and registers.

The Purpose of the Quarterly Musical Register

Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register was established to serve as a comprehensive update on
musical developments across Europe. Published quarterly, the register provided listings of new
compositions, performances, and critical reviews, functioning as an essential guide for musicians,
patrons, and institutions eager to keep pace with the rapidly changing musical scene.

Historical Context of 1812

The year 1812 was a tumultuous and transformative period in European history, marked by the
Napoleonic Wars and significant cultural shifts. Despite the political upheaval, the musical world
thrived with innovations in forms, styles, and the dissemination of music. Kollmann?s register
captured this vibrant period, reflecting both the challenges and creative energies of the era.

Content and Structure of the 1812 Quarterly Musical Register
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Main Sections of the Register

Kollmann?s 1812 edition was organized into several key sections:

- New Compositions
- Performance Announcements
- Reviews and Critiques
- Musical Events and Concerts
- Biographical Notes on Composers
- Advertisements and Publishing Notices

Details Included in Each Section

- New Compositions: Titles, composers? names, instrumental or vocal scoring, and publication
details.

- Performance Announcements: Dates, venues, performers, and program notes.
- Reviews: Critical evaluations of recent performances and published works.
- Events: Major concerts, festivals, and musical gatherings occurring across Europe.
- Biographical Notes: Information on prominent composers and performers, often including career

highlights and recent works.
- Advertisements: Notices from publishers and instrument makers, promoting new editions and

musical instruments.

Notable Compositions and Composers Featured in 1812

Prominent Composers of 1812

The register highlights works by some of the most influential composers of the era, including:

- Ludwig van Beethoven: Several of his works, including early sketches for symphonies and piano
compositions.

- Franz Schubert: Noted for his lieder and chamber music.
- Carl Maria von Weber: His operatic and instrumental compositions.
- Joseph Haydn: Though nearing the end of his life, his newer compositions and arrangements

were still being circulated.
- Other Notables: Muzio Clementi, Giovanni Battista Viotti, and local regional composers.

Key Compositions Listed
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Some of the significant works listed in the register include:

- Beethoven?s Piano Sonata No. 21 (Les Adieux) ? a recent publication.
- Schubert?s Erlkönig ? gaining popularity through performances.
- Weber?s Der Freischütz ? a groundbreaking opera gaining critical acclaim.
- Chamber works by Haydn and contemporary lesser-known composers.

Significance of Kollmann?s 1812 Musical Register

A Critical Resource for Musicians and Scholars

The register provided up-to-date information on new music, enabling performers to acquire scores
and prepare for upcoming performances. It also served as a scholarly source for musicologists
studying early 19th-century trends and composer careers.

Influence on Musical Dissemination

By listing performances and publications, Kollmann?s register contributed to the spread of musical
ideas across regions, facilitating the exchange of styles and innovations during a period of political
upheaval.

Reflection of Musical Trends in 1812

The register captures the transition from Classical to Romantic styles, highlighting the evolving
tastes of audiences and composers. It also documents the rise of programmatic music, larger
orchestral works, and expressive vocal forms.

The Impact of Political and Cultural Events on the 1812 Music Scene

The Napoleonic Wars and Their Effect

Despite the ongoing wars, musical activity persisted. Many composers and performers faced
disruptions but adapted by performing in private salons or smaller venues. Kollmann?s register
reflects this resilience, often noting performances in less prominent locations.

Cultural Exchanges and Music Publishing

The period saw increased cross-border exchanges, with Italian, German, and French influences
blending. Kollmann?s listings include works from various European regions, demonstrating a
pan-European musical culture.
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How Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812 Is Used Today

As a Historical Source

Researchers and music historians utilize the register to reconstruct performance practices,
publication trends, and composer networks of the early 19th century.

For Music Revival and Performance

Enthusiasts and performers interested in historically informed performances consult the register to
discover lesser-known works from 1812, contributing to modern revival efforts.

In Academic and Educational Contexts

The register serves as a primary source in university courses on music history, illustrating the
dissemination and reception of music during the Napoleonic era.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Kollmann?s 1812 Musical Register

Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register of 1812 remains a vital document capturing a pivotal
moment in European musical history. It offers detailed insights into the compositions, performers,
and cultural currents of the time, reflecting both the resilience and innovation of the musical
community amidst political turmoil. Today, it continues to be a valuable resource for scholars,
performers, and enthusiasts seeking to understand the rich tapestry of early 19th-century music. Its
detailed listings, reviews, and biographical notes enrich our understanding of the era?s artistic
landscape and preserve the legacy of composers who shaped the transition from Classical to
Romantic music.

Keywords: A. F. C. Kollmann, 1812 musical register, early 19th-century music, European
composers, musical publications, historical music resources, Beethoven, Schubert, Weber, music
history, performance practices
 
A. F. C. Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812 stands out as a remarkable publication that
offers a window into the musical landscape of the early 19th century. As a comprehensive
periodical, it not only chronicles the latest compositions, performances, and musical trends but also
serves as a reflection of the cultural and artistic currents shaping Europe during this dynamic era.
This guide aims to provide an in-depth analysis of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812,
exploring its historical context, content structure, significance, and enduring legacy within the realm
of musicology.

Understanding the Historical Context of 1812 and Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register
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The Musical World of 1812

The year 1812 was a pivotal period in European history, marked by significant political upheavals,
including the Napoleonic Wars. These upheavals heavily influenced the arts, as composers and
musicians responded to shifting ideological landscapes and societal needs. Amidst this turbulence,
music remained a vital form of cultural expression, with innovations in composition and performance
practice emerging across the continent.

In this milieu, periodicals like Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register played a crucial role in
disseminating new ideas, works, and performances. They acted as bridges between composers,
performers, and audiences, fostering a shared musical culture that transcended national borders.

Who Was A. F. C. Kollmann?

A. F. C. Kollmann was a prominent figure in the music publishing and journalism world of early
19th-century Germany. His Quarterly Musical Register was one of the most influential publications of
its time, providing detailed accounts of musical developments, critical reviews, and listings of new
compositions. Kollmann?s keen insights and comprehensive coverage made his register a trusted
resource for musicians, scholars, and enthusiasts alike.

The Structure and Content of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812

Format and Organization

The quarterly nature of the publication meant that it was issued four times a year, offering a regular
update on the musical scene. Its structure typically included:

- Editorial Preface: Setting the tone and highlighting key themes for the quarter.
- News and Announcements: Covering upcoming concerts, premieres, and important events.
- Reviews and Critiques: Analyzing recent performances and newly published works.
- Listings of New Compositions: Providing detailed catalogs of compositions by various

composers.
- Biographical Sketches: Featuring profiles of notable musicians and composers.
- Musical Scores and Extracts: Occasionally publishing short movements or themes from new

works.

Types of Content

- Performance Reports: Descriptions of recent concerts, operas, and chamber music
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performances across major European cities such as Vienna, Berlin, Leipzig, and Paris.
- Critical Reviews: Evaluations of works by prominent composers like Beethoven, Haydn, and

Mozart (whose works remained influential), along with emerging talents.
- New Compositions: Listings and brief descriptions of newly published scores, often with

information about publishers and first performances.
- Instrument and Technique Articles: Discussions on advances in instrument making, playing

techniques, and innovations in musical notation.
- Music Philosophy and Aesthetics: Essays and reflections on the principles of composition,

performance, and the role of music in society.

Significance of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812

A Mirror of Musical Trends

Kollmann?s publication offers invaluable insights into the musical trends of 1812. For example, it
captures the transition from Classical to Romantic styles, highlighting the early works of Beethoven
that would eventually define the Romantic era. It also documents the popularity of certain genres
such as symphonies, sonatas, and operas, and how these evolved in response to cultural shifts.

Documentation of Composer Activity

The register serves as a vital archival resource, documenting the output of numerous composers,
some of whom are lesser-known today but played significant roles during their lifetime. Through
detailed listings and critiques, researchers can trace the development of individual careers and the
reception of their works.

Cultural and Social Insights

Beyond music, the register reflects broader societal dynamics. For example, the descriptions of
concerts often include social details, such as audience reactions and the influence of political events
on musical programming. It also reveals the networks of patronage, publication, and performance
that sustained musical life.

Analyzing the Musical Content of 1812

Notable Composers Featured

- Ludwig van Beethoven: The year 1812 was crucial for Beethoven, who was composing some of
his most significant works, including the "Eroica" Symphony (which premiered the previous year).
Kollmann?s register likely covers early impressions and performances of his new compositions.
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- Franz Schubert: Still emerging as a major composer, Schubert's lieder and chamber works
gained recognition in this period.

- Joseph Haydn: Although his influence was waning, Haydn?s legacy persisted, and
performances of his late symphonies would have been noteworthy.

- Emerging talents: The register also highlights the rise of younger composers and the shifting
tastes toward more expressive and emotionally charged music.

Musical Genres Covered

- Symphonies and Orchestral Works: Critical reviews and performance reports.
- Chamber Music: Focus on string quartets, sonatas, and duets.
- Opera: Summaries of recent productions and notable arias.
- Choral and Sacred Music: Inclusion of church music and large-scale compositions.
- Solo Instrument Works: Piano, violin, and flute compositions gaining popularity.

Legacy and Modern Relevance

Preservation and Research

Today, parts of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812 are preserved in national archives and
specialized music libraries. Scholars and musicologists utilize these documents to reconstruct
performance practices, analyze stylistic developments, and understand the reception history of
major works.

Influence on Music Journalism

Kollmann?s approach to detailed critique and comprehensive coverage set a standard for
subsequent music journalism. His emphasis on critical analysis and the importance of documenting
new works contributed to the professionalization of music criticism.

Educational Value

For students and enthusiasts, studying Kollmann?s register provides a rich contextual background,
illustrating how music was experienced and discussed during the early 19th century. It emphasizes
the interconnectedness of composition, performance, and societal factors.

Final Thoughts: The Enduring Significance of Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812

In conclusion, A. F. C. Kollmann?s Quarterly Musical Register 1812 remains a vital historical
document that encapsulates the vibrant, tumultuous, and innovative musical world of the early 19th
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century. Its detailed accounts, critical insights, and broad coverage make it an essential resource for
understanding the evolution of Western music during a transformative period. Whether for academic
research, historical curiosity, or a deeper appreciation of the musical past, Kollmann?s register
offers a compelling glimpse into a world where music was both a reflection of and a response to the
societal forces shaping Europe in 1812.

By exploring its pages, modern readers can appreciate the enduring power of music as a cultural
force and recognize the foundational role of early music journalism in shaping our understanding of
musical history.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is 'A. F. C. Kollmann's Quarterly Musical Register 1812'? 'A. F. C.
Kollmann's Quarterly Musical Register 1812' is a publication from the early 19th century that
documented musical compositions, performances, and trends of that period, authored by the
musicologist A. F. C. Kollmann. Why is the 1812 edition of Kollmann's Quarterly Musical Register
considered significant? The 1812 edition is significant because it provides valuable insights into the
musical landscape of the early 19th century, including information about composers, new works, and
performance practices of that time. What kind of content can be found in Kollmann's 1812 musical
register? The register includes listings of contemporary compositions, reviews of musical
performances, biographical sketches of musicians, and discussions of musical trends prevalent in
1812. How does Kollmann's 1812 register contribute to musicology research today? It serves as a
primary historical resource for researchers studying early 19th-century music, offering detailed
documentation of composers, musical styles, and societal influences on music during that era. Are
there any notable composers or works highlighted in the 1812 register? Yes, the register features
mentions of prominent composers of the time such as Beethoven, Haydn, and Mozart, along with
references to their recent or influential compositions. Where can one access copies of Kollmann's
Quarterly Musical Register 1812? Copies of the 1812 edition can typically be found in major national
libraries, digital archives specializing in historical music publications, or specialized collections in
music history research institutions. How did Kollmann's 1812 register influence subsequent musical
publications? It set a precedent for systematic documentation of musical developments and inspired
future periodicals and registers to adopt similar approaches in cataloging and reviewing music. 
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