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Fundamentals Of Taxation 2014 Reference

fundamentals of taxation 2014 serve as a foundational framework for understanding how
governments generate revenue to fund public services and infrastructure. The year 2014 marked
significant developments and clarifications in taxation policies, making it an important reference for
students, professionals, and policymakers alike. Mastering the basics of taxation involves grasping
key concepts such as types of taxes, principles of taxation, tax administration, and recent legislative
changes during that period. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the fundamentals of
taxation as they stood in 2014, offering insights into the core principles, types, and processes
involved.

Understanding the Basics of Taxation

Taxation is the process by which governments impose financial charges on individuals and entities
to fund public expenditures. It is a crucial aspect of fiscal policy, influencing economic activity,
income distribution, and social welfare.

Definition of Taxation

Taxation refers to the compulsory contribution levied by the government on income, consumption,
property, or transactions to meet the financial needs of the state. It is distinct from other forms of
revenue such as fines or fees, as taxes are obligatory and often based on laws.

Objectives of Taxation

The primary objectives include:

- Revenue Generation: To fund public services like education, healthcare, infrastructure, and
defense.

- Redistribution of Wealth: To reduce income inequality through progressive taxation.

- Regulation of Economic Activities: To influence consumption, production, and investment
behaviors.

- Control Inflation: By adjusting tax rates to manage economic overheating.

Principles of Taxation

Effective taxation systems are guided by certain fundamental principles that ensure fairness,
efficiency, and simplicity.
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Equity
Taxes should be levied in a manner that is fair to all taxpayers. This includes:

- Vertical Equity: Those with higher income should pay more.

- Horizontal Equity: Taxpayers with similar income should pay similar amounts.
Certainty
The tax laws and obligations should be clear and certain so taxpayers know what to pay and when.
Convenience
The process of paying taxes should be simple and convenient for taxpayers.
Economy
The cost of collecting taxes should be minimal compared to the revenue generated.
Efficiency
Taxation should not distort economic decisions or discourage productivity.
Types of Taxes in 2014

In 2014, taxation systems typically included various types of taxes, broadly categorized into direct
and indirect taxes.

Direct Taxes

Paid directly by individuals or organizations based on income or wealth.
- Income Tax: Tax levied on individuals? or companies? income.
- Corporation Tax: Tax paid by companies on their profits.
- Property Tax: Tax on property ownership, such as land or buildings.

- Capital Gains Tax: Tax on profit from the sale of assets.

Indirect Taxes
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Collected indirectly through transactions, often included in the price of goods or services.

- Sales Tax: Tax on the sale of goods and services.

- Value Added Tax (VAT): A multi-stage tax on the value added at each stage of production and
distribution.

- Excise Duty: Tax on specific goods like alcohol, tobacco, and fuel.

- Customs Duty: Tax on imports and exports.

Tax Administration and Compliance in 2014
Effective tax collection hinges on administrative efficiency and compliance mechanisms.
Tax Authorities
In 2014, most countries had established tax agencies responsible for:
- Assessing and collecting taxes.
- Enforcing tax laws and regulations.
- Providing taxpayer education and assistance.
Tax Filing and Payment Processes
Taxpayers were required to:
- Register with tax authorities.
- Maintain accurate records of income and expenses.
- File tax returns within stipulated deadlines.
- Pay owed taxes on time to avoid penalties.

Tax Audits and Enforcement

Tax authorities conducted audits to verify compliance, and penalties were imposed for evasion or
fraud. The emphasis was on transparency and accountability.

Legislative Changes and Trends in 2014

The year 2014 saw several important legislative updates and trends that impacted the fundamentals
of taxation.
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Introduction of New Tax Laws
Some countries introduced reforms to:
- Broaden the tax base.
- Reduce tax evasion through stricter enforcement.

- Implement new taxes or modify existing ones to address economic challenges.
International Taxation and Cooperation
As globalization increased, efforts were made to combat tax avoidance:

- Exchange of tax information between countries.

- Adoption of international standards like BEPS (Base Erosion and Profit Shifting).
Focus on Taxpayer Services
Tax agencies aimed to improve taxpayer experience through:

- Online filing systems.

- Simplified procedures.
- Educational campaigns to increase compliance.

Challenges in the Taxation System of 2014
Despite efforts to streamline taxation, several challenges persisted.
Tax Evasion and Avoidance

Taxpayers and corporations used legal and illegal methods to minimize tax liabilities, undermining
revenue collection.

Tax Complexity

Numerous exemptions, deductions, and complex regulations made compliance difficult for taxpayers
and enforcement hard for authorities.

Tax Gap
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The difference between the expected revenue based on laws and actual collection remained
substantial, prompting reforms.

Conclusion

The fundamentals of taxation in 2014 laid the groundwork for understanding how governments raise
revenue to support their functions. The key principles ? equity, certainty, convenience, economy,
and efficiency ? continue to guide tax policy and administration. Recognizing the different types of
taxes, their purposes, and the administrative processes involved provides a comprehensive picture
of the taxation landscape during that period. Although challenges like tax evasion and complexity
persisted, ongoing reforms and international cooperation aimed to enhance the fairness and
effectiveness of the tax system. As tax systems evolve, understanding their core fundamentals
remains essential for policymakers, taxpayers, and students alike, ensuring sustainable and
equitable fiscal policies in the future.

Fundamentals of Taxation 2014: A Comprehensive Guide to Understanding Tax Systems and
Principles

Taxation is a cornerstone of modern economies, providing the revenue necessary for governments
to fund public services, infrastructure, and social programs. As we examine the fundamentals of
taxation 2014, it becomes essential to understand the core principles, types, and methodologies that
shape tax systems worldwide. This guide aims to dissect these elements, offering a detailed
overview for students, professionals, and anyone interested in the mechanics of taxation.

Introduction to the Fundamentals of Taxation 2014

Taxation, in its simplest form, is the process by which governments collect financial contributions
from individuals and entities. The fundamentals of taxation 2014 encapsulate the basic concepts,
policies, and practices that define how taxes are levied, collected, and utilized. Understanding these
fundamentals provides insights into how public finance operates and the economic implications of
taxation policies.

The Purpose and Objectives of Taxation

Why Do Governments Impose Taxes?

The primary objectives of taxation include:

- Funding Public Expenditure: Taxes provide revenue for government activities such as defense,
healthcare, education, and infrastructure.
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- Redistribution of Wealth: Tax systems can help reduce income inequality through progressive
taxation.

- Regulation and Control: Taxes can influence economic behavior, such as discouraging smoking
or pollution.

- Stabilization of the Economy: Fiscal policies, including taxation, help manage economic cycles.

Core Principles of Effective Taxation
A sound tax system adheres to several fundamental principles, including:
- Equity: Fairness in the distribution of tax burdens.
- Certainty: Clear rules on when, where, and how taxes are paid.
- Convenience: Ease of payment for taxpayers.
- Economy: Cost-effective collection methods.
- Efficiency: Minimal distortion of economic decisions.
Types of Taxes in the Fundamentals of Taxation 2014
Understanding the various types of taxes is essential for grasping the broader tax landscape.
Direct Taxes
- Income Tax: Levied directly on individuals and corporations based on their income or profits.
- Property Tax: Based on the value of property owned.
- Wealth Tax: Imposed on the total net worth of an individual or entity.
Indirect Taxes
- Value Added Tax (VAT) / Goods and Services Tax (GST): Applied at each stage of production
or distribution.
- Sales Tax: Imposed on the sale of goods and services at the point of purchase.
- Excise Duties: Taxes on specific goods like alcohol, tobacco, and fuel.
Other Forms

- Payroll Taxes: Contributions deducted from employees? wages for social security and
healthcare.
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- Customs Duties: Taxes on imports and exports.
The Structure of Tax Systems
Progressive, Regressive, and Proportional Taxation

- Progressive Taxation: Tax rate increases as the taxable amount increases (e.g., income tax in
many countries).

- Regressive Taxation: Tax rate decreases as the taxable amount increases, impacting
lower-income groups more heavily (e.g., sales tax).

- Proportional Taxation (Flat Tax): Same tax rate applies regardless of income or value.
Tax Base and Tax Rates

- Tax Base: The economic activity or item that is taxed (e.g., income, property value).

- Tax Rate: The percentage applied to the tax base to determine tax liability.
Principles of Taxation in Practice (2014 Context)
Income Tax Principles

- Progressivity: Higher income earners pay a larger percentage.

- Deductions and Allowances: Reducing taxable income through allowable expenses.

- Tax Credits: Direct reductions in tax liability.
Indirect Tax Principles

- Broad Base: Applying taxes to a wide range of goods/services to increase revenue.

- Minimal Distortion: Designing taxes that do not significantly alter consumer or producer
behavior.

Tax Administration and Compliance

Collection Mechanisms

- Self-Assessment: Taxpayers calculate and report their own taxes.
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- Withholding Taxes: Taxes deducted at source, e.g., salary withholding.
- Audits and Enforcement: Ensuring compliance through inspections and penalties.

Tax Filing and Record-Keeping
- Accurate record-keeping is vital for compliance.
- Deadlines and documentation requirements vary across jurisdictions.
Challenges in Tax Administration
- Tax evasion and avoidance.
- Complex or ambiguous laws.
- Administrative costs.
The Impact of Taxation on the Economy
Economic Growth and Development
- Proper taxation can fund development projects.
- Excessive taxes may discourage investment and entrepreneurship.
Income Distribution
- Progressive taxes can reduce income inequality.
- Regressive taxes may widen the wealth gap.
Behavioral Effects
- Taxes influence consumer and producer choices.
- Tax incentives can promote certain industries or behaviors.
Recent Trends and Developments (Circa 2014)

- Global Tax Reforms: Focus on combating tax avoidance and evasion.
- Digital Economy Taxation: Challenges posed by online transactions.
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- Tax Transparency Initiatives: Greater information sharing between countries.
Conclusion

The fundamentals of taxation 2014 serve as a foundation for understanding how governments
generate revenue, influence economic behavior, and promote social equity. From the types of taxes
to their principles and administration, a thorough grasp of these concepts is vital for appreciating the
complexities of fiscal policy. As economies evolve, so too do taxation strategies, ensuring that the
core principles remain relevant amidst changing circumstances. Whether you are a student,
policymaker, or citizen, understanding these fundamentals empowers informed participation in
debates about economic and social policy shaping the future.

Remember: Effective taxation balances revenue needs with fairness and economic efficiency,
ensuring sustainable development and social stability.

QuestionAnswer What are the key principles of taxation covered in the Fundamentals of
Taxation 20147 The key principles include fairness, certainty, convenience, efficiency, and
economy, which guide the design and implementation of tax systems as discussed in the 2014
curriculum. How does the Fundamentals of Taxation 2014 address the concept of taxable income?
It explains the definition of taxable income as the gross income minus allowable deductions,
emphasizing the importance of accurate income computation for effective taxation. What types of
taxes are primarily covered in the 2014 Fundamentals of Taxation course? The course covers
various taxes such as income tax, payroll tax, value-added tax (VAT), excise tax, and property tax,
focusing on their principles, computation, and administration. How does the 2014 Fundamentals of
Taxation approach the topic of tax compliance and enforcement? It highlights the importance of
taxpayer compliance, procedures for filing returns, assessment, penalties for evasion, and the roles
of tax authorities in enforcement. What recent developments in taxation are discussed in the 2014
Fundamentals of Taxation? The course discusses the implementation of new tax reforms, updates
on tax rates, introduction of simplified procedures, and the impact of globalization on taxation
policies as of 2014.

Related keywords: taxation principles, tax law, income tax, tax regulations, tax policies, tax
compliance, tax planning, tax system, tax codes, tax accounting

foundations in taxation Iso june december 2013

Foundations in Taxation LSO June December 2013: An In-Depth
Analysis
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Foundations in taxation LSO June December 2013 serves as a significant milestone for students
and professionals aiming to grasp the fundamental principles and practical applications of taxation.
This period, encapsulated within the Learning and Skills Organisation (LSO) framework, offers a
comprehensive overview of core taxation concepts, legislative frameworks, and ethical
considerations essential for a robust understanding of tax systems. The following article provides an
in-depth exploration of key topics covered during this session, including the theoretical foundations
of taxation, types of taxes, tax planning, compliance, and contemporary issues faced by tax
authorities and taxpayers alike.

Theoretical Foundations of Taxation

Definition and Purpose of Taxation

- Taxation is the process by which governments impose financial charges on individuals and
entities to fund public expenditure.

- The primary purposes include revenue generation, redistribution of wealth, regulation of
economic activities, and influence on behavior.

- Taxation acts as a vital tool for economic development and social stability.

Principles of Taxation

Understanding the fundamental principles ensures that taxes are fair, efficient, and effective. The
key principles include:

- Equity: Taxes should be fair to all taxpayers, considering their ability to pay.

- Certainty: Taxpayers should have clarity about when, how, and how much they are to pay.
- Convenience: The process of paying taxes should be straightforward and accessible.

- Economy: The cost of tax collection should be minimal relative to revenue generated.

Types of Taxation Systems

Taxation systems can be categorized based on several criteria:

- Progressive, Proportional, and Regressive Taxation:

- Progressive: Tax rate increases with income (e.g., income tax).
- Proportional: Same rate applied regardless of income level (e.g., flat tax).
- Regressive: Tax rate decreases as income increases (e.g., sales tax).
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- Direct and Indirect Taxes:

- Direct Taxes: Levied directly on individuals or entities (e.g., income tax, corporate tax).
- Indirect Taxes: Levied on goods and services, passed onto consumers (e.g., VAT, sales tax).

Tax Legislation and Regulatory Framework
Key Tax Laws and Regulations

The legislative environment forms the backbone of taxation systems. Key laws include:

- Income Tax Act: Governs taxation of individual and corporate income.

- Value Added Tax (VAT) Act: Regulates indirect tax on goods and services.

- Tax Administration Act: Defines procedures for tax collection, compliance, and enforcement.

- Double Taxation Agreements (DTAS): Bilateral treaties to prevent double taxation and tax
evasion.

Tax Authorities and Their Roles

Effective tax administration relies on various agencies and their responsibilities:
- Tax Collection: Ensuring timely and efficient collection of taxes.
- Taxpayer Education: Informing taxpayers about their rights and obligations.

- Compliance Enforcement: Detecting and penalizing tax evasion and fraud.
- Policy Implementation: Developing and implementing tax policies aligned with national goals.

Tax Planning and Compliance
Principles of Tax Planning

Tax planning involves arranging financial affairs to minimize tax liabilities within the legal framework.
Essential principles include:

- Legality: All arrangements must comply with existing laws.

- Efficiency: Methods should optimize tax benefits without undue risk.

- Timeliness: Planning should be done in a manner that maximizes benefits within legal
timelines.
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Common Tax Planning Strategies

- Utilization of tax allowances, deductions, and credits.

- Timing income and expenditure to optimize tax liabilities.

- Structuring transactions to benefit from favorable tax treatment.

- Choosing appropriate business structures (e.g., sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation).

Tax Compliance and Filing Procedures

Adhering to compliance requirements ensures smooth operations and avoids penalties. The typical
process includes:

- Registration with tax authorities.

- Maintaining accurate financial records.

- Preparing and submitting tax returns within deadlines.
- Paying taxes due on time.

- Responding to audits and inquiries promptly.

Contemporary Issues in Taxation (as of 2013)
Tax Evasion and Avoidance
Tax evasion remains a significant challenge, undermining government revenue. Strategies to

combat this include:

- Strengthening audit and enforcement mechanisms.
- Enhancing transparency through information sharing.
- Implementing stricter penalties for non-compliance.

Globalization and Taxation
International economic integration complicates taxation, especially regarding:
- Transfer pricing issues.

- Tax havens and offshore banking.
- Double taxation concerns and the importance of DTAs.
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Technological Advances and Tax Administration

Advances in technology during 2013 have impacted tax administration through:

- Electronic filing systems.
- Data analytics for compliance monitoring.
- Online taxpayer portals for better engagement.

Tax Reforms and Policy Debates

Reforms during this period focused on:

- Broadening the tax base.
- Adjusting rates to stimulate economic growth.
- Addressing inequalities through progressive taxation.

Conclusion

The "Foundations in Taxation LSO June December 2013" encapsulate a broad spectrum of
principles, laws, and contemporary issues that underpin effective tax systems. Understanding the
theoretical basis?such as the purposes and principles of taxation?is crucial for designing fair and
efficient tax policies. Equally important are the legislative frameworks, compliance mechanisms, and
ethical considerations that ensure transparency and accountability. As global economic dynamics
evolve, so too do the challenges faced by tax authorities, necessitating adaptive strategies such as
technological innovations and international cooperation. For students and professionals alike,
mastering these foundational elements is vital for contributing to sustainable fiscal policies and
fostering equitable economic development. The knowledge gained from this period remains
relevant, offering insights into both the complexities and opportunities inherent in taxation systems
worldwide.

Foundations in Taxation LSO June December 2013 stands as a pivotal resource for students and
professionals seeking a comprehensive understanding of the fundamental principles, concepts, and
frameworks that underpin taxation systems. This publication, often referenced in academic circles
and by practitioners, offers an in-depth exploration of the core theories, legal structures, and
practical applications that form the backbone of taxation law and policy. Its detailed approach makes
it an essential guide for those aiming to grasp the complexities of tax systems, whether in the
context of national legislations or international tax environments.

Introduction to Foundations in Taxation
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The publication sets the stage by outlining the importance of taxation as a vital element of any
economic system. It emphasizes the role of taxation in funding government expenditures,
redistributing income, influencing economic behavior, and maintaining fiscal stability. The
introductory chapters clarify the objectives of taxation, including economic efficiency, equity,
simplicity, and revenue sufficiency. Understanding these foundational principles is crucial for
analyzing how tax laws are formulated and implemented.
Core Principles of Taxation
Tax Equity and Fairness
The text discusses two primary notions of equity:

- Horizontal Equity: Individuals with similar income or circumstances should pay similar taxes.

- Vertical Equity: Those with greater ability to pay should contribute more.

The book explores how these principles influence tax policy, highlighting debates around
progressive versus proportional taxation.

Taxability and Jurisdiction
An essential component of the foundation is understanding what constitutes taxable income and the
jurisdictional scope of taxation. The material explains concepts like residence-based taxation versus
source-based taxation, and how jurisdictions determine their taxing rights.
Features:

- Clarification of tax residence concepts.

- Differentiation between worldwide income and territorial tax systems.

Legal Framework and Tax Laws

The publication emphasizes the importance of statutory laws, regulations, and judicial decisions in
shaping taxation. It discusses the hierarchy of tax laws and the role of administrative agencies.

Pros:

- Provides a clear overview of legal sources.
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- Explains the importance of precedents in tax law interpretation.

Cons:

- Can be complex for beginners without prior legal background.

Tax Structures and Types

The book categorizes taxes into various types, such as income tax, corporate tax, value-added tax
(VAT), and property tax. Each is examined in terms of its purpose, calculation methods, and policy
considerations.

Income Tax

The section covers the principles of income taxation, including gross income, deductions, credits,
and tax rates. It elaborates on the distinction between personal and corporate income taxation.

Features:
- Examples illustrating calculation methods.
- Discussion on tax avoidance and evasion.
Indirect Taxes and Consumption Taxes
VAT and sales taxes are analyzed, with attention to their regressive nature and economic impact.
Pros:
- Insight into the administrative ease of collection.
- Emphasis on transparency and compliance issues.

Tax Policy and Planning

This segment delves into how taxation influences economic decisions and behavior. It discusses the
principles of tax planning, tax incentives, and the economic effects of various tax policies.

Tax Avoidance and Evasion
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The text distinguishes between legal tax avoidance and illegal tax evasion, providing case studies
and legal considerations.

Features:

- Strategies used by taxpayers.

- Legal boundaries and penalties.
International Taxation

The book explores issues relating to cross-border taxation, double taxation treaties, transfer pricing,
and tax havens.

Pros:
- Clear explanations of complex international tax concepts.
- Relevance to globalized economies.

Cons:

- Limited coverage of recent developments beyond 2013.

Critical Analysis of Taxation Principles

The publication offers a critical perspective on foundational principles, questioning their practical
application and fairness in real-world scenarios. It discusses challenges such as tax avoidance
strategies, the complexity of tax law, and the balance between revenue collection and economic
growth.

Pros and Cons of Different Approaches

- Progressive Taxation
- Pros: Promotes equity, reduces income inequality.
- Cons: Can discourage high earners, administrative complexity.

- Flat Tax Systems
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- Pros: Simplicity, ease of administration.
- Cons: Potentially regressive, less equitable.

Features and Strengths of the Publication

- Comprehensive Coverage: The publication covers a broad spectrum of taxation topics, from
theoretical foundations to practical applications.

- Educational Value: Its detailed explanations, case studies, and examples facilitate learning and
understanding.

- Legal and Policy Integration: Combines legal analysis with policy considerations, offering a
holistic view.

- Structured Approach: Clear chapter divisions and logical progression aid navigation and
comprehension.

Limitations:

- The depth of legal analysis might be overwhelming for non-lawyers.
- Some topics, especially international tax issues, may lack updates post-2013, limiting relevance
to current developments.

Impact and Relevance

Despite being rooted in the context of 2013, the principles outlined remain foundational to
understanding modern taxation. The concepts of equity, efficiency, and legality continue to underpin
tax policy debates worldwide. The publication?s emphasis on legal frameworks and policy
considerations makes it a valuable resource for students, academics, and practitioners interested in
the conceptual underpinnings of taxation.

Conclusion

Foundations in Taxation LSO June December 2013 offers an extensive and insightful exploration of
the fundamental principles that govern taxation systems. Its strengths lie in its comprehensive
coverage, clarity, and integration of legal and policy perspectives. While some areas could benefit
from more recent updates, the core concepts remain relevant and essential for anyone seeking a
deep understanding of taxation. The publication effectively balances theoretical foundations with
practical implications, making it a vital reference for those involved in or studying the field of
taxation. Its detailed approach not only enhances knowledge but also encourages critical thinking
about the fairness, efficiency, and legality of tax systems worldwide.
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QuestionAnswer What are the key principles of taxation covered in the Foundations in Taxation
course for June/December 2013? The course covers principles such as equity, neutrality, certainty,
convenience, and efficiency, which form the basis for understanding various tax policies and their
implementation. How does the Foundations in Taxation syllabus from June/December 2013 address
income tax calculation? It provides detailed guidance on determining taxable income, allowable
deductions, exemptions, and the computation of income tax liability for individuals and corporations.
What are the main types of taxes discussed in the June/December 2013 Foundations in Taxation
syllabus? The syllabus covers direct taxes like income tax and corporate tax, as well as indirect
taxes such as value-added tax (VAT) and excise duties. How are tax planning and compliance
emphasized in the June/December 2013 Foundations in Taxation curriculum? The curriculum
highlights the importance of legal tax planning strategies, understanding tax laws, timely filing, and
maintaining proper documentation to ensure compliance and optimize tax liabilities. What are some
recent developments or updates in taxation law included in the June/December 2013 Foundations in
Taxation material? The material discusses changes in tax rates, new tax incentives, amendments to
tax legislation, and evolving international tax treaties relevant during that period.

Related keywords: taxation fundamentals, tax laws 2013, income tax basics, taxation principles,

taxation exams june 2013, taxation syllabus december 2013, tax regulations 2013, tax planning
strategies, financial accounting for taxation, tax preparation tips
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