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Making Faces by Kevyn Aucoin: The Art of Transformative Makeup

Makeup is more than just a way to enhance beauty; it?s an art form that allows individuals to
express their creativity, mood, and personality. Among the many influential figures in the world of
cosmetics, Kevyn Aucoin stands out as a pioneer who revolutionized how we perceive makeup
artistry. His book, Making Faces, has become a timeless classic, inspiring countless makeup
enthusiasts and professionals alike. This comprehensive guide dives deep into the essence of 
Making Faces by Kevyn Aucoin, exploring its history, techniques, and how it continues to impact
the beauty industry today.

Introduction to Kevyn Aucoin and Making Faces

The Legacy of Kevyn Aucoin

Kevyn Aucoin was a visionary makeup artist whose innovative approach transformed the way
makeup is applied and perceived. Born in Louisiana, Aucoin?s talent was evident from a young age,
leading him to work with top models, celebrities, and fashion magazines. His artistry was
characterized by a profound understanding of facial structure, color theory, and the transformative
power of makeup.

The Birth of Making Faces

Published in 1997, Making Faces is Aucoin?s seminal book that showcases his philosophy: makeup
as a tool for transformation and self-expression. The book features step-by-step tutorials,
before-and-after photos, and insights into various looks ranging from natural beauty to dramatic
transformations. It?s not just a makeup manual; it?s a celebration of individuality and creativity.

The Core Principles of Making Faces

Embracing Individuality

One of Aucoin?s fundamental beliefs is that makeup should enhance the unique features of each
person. Instead of conforming to fleeting trends, he encourages users to understand their facial
anatomy and use makeup to highlight their natural beauty.
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The Power of Transformation

Aucoin?s work often involved transforming everyday faces into extraordinary versions of
themselves. Whether creating fantasy characters or glamorous Hollywood looks, his techniques
demonstrate makeup?s ability to reinvent identity and mood.

Mastering Technique and Precision

Aucoin emphasized the importance of mastering the basics?blending, contouring,
highlighting?before experimenting with bold colors or avant-garde styles. Precision was key to
achieving polished, professional results.

Key Techniques Featured in Making Faces

Contouring and Highlighting

Aucoin popularized contouring as a means to define facial features subtly and dramatically. His
approach involved:

- Using darker shades to sculpt and create shadows
- Applying lighter shades to bring forward certain areas
- Blending seamlessly for a natural or dramatic effect

Creating Depth and Dimension

By playing with light and shadow, Aucoin taught how to add dimension, making faces appear more
sculpted and three-dimensional. This technique is fundamental for both everyday makeup and
editorial looks.

Eye Makeup Mastery

Aucoin?s eye techniques included:

- Gradient eyeshadows for depth
- Precise eyeliner application to define the eyes
- Creative use of lashes and brows to frame the face

Lip Techniques
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From natural nude shades to bold reds, Aucoin showed how lip colors could transform a look. He
emphasized:

- Proper lip lining to define shape
- Balancing lip color with eye makeup
- Using gloss or matte finishes for different effects

Popular Looks and Tutorials from Making Faces

Natural Beauty Look

This look emphasizes enhancing features subtly:

- Light foundation or tinted moisturizer
- Soft, neutral eyeshadows
- Natural brows
- Subtle blush and lip color

Glamorous Evening Look

A more dramatic style that involves:

- Contouring to sculpt cheekbones
- Smoky eyes with dark shadows and liner
- Bold lips, such as reds or deep berries
- Highlighted high points of the face

Fantasy and Artistic Looks

Aucoin?s book also explores avant-garde styles, including:

- Dramatic face painting
- Use of unconventional colors
- Creative use of textures and embellishments

How Making Faces Influenced Modern Makeup Artistry
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Inspiring a Generation of Artists

Many contemporary makeup artists cite Making Faces as a foundational influence. Its detailed
tutorials and philosophy encourage experimentation and confidence.

Bridging the Gap Between Beauty and Art

Aucoin?s work demonstrated that makeup can be a form of artistic expression, blurring the lines
between fashion, art, and self-identity.

Encouraging Personal Expression

The book promotes the idea that makeup should be fun, personal, and adaptable?encouraging
everyone to find their own style.

Practical Tips from Making Faces for Makeup Enthusiasts

Start with a Good Base

- Prepare skin with moisturizer and primer
- Use the right shade of foundation for your skin tone
- Conceal blemishes and dark circles

Master the Basics Before Going Bold

- Practice blending eyeshadows
- Perfect your brow shape
- Practice contouring and highlighting techniques

Experiment with Colors and Techniques

- Don?t be afraid to try bold shades
- Use tutorials as inspiration but adapt to your face
- Keep tools clean and brushes well-maintained

Learn from Mistakes
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- Remove and redo if needed
- Use makeup remover to correct errors
- Practice frequently to improve skill

Legacy and Modern Relevance of Making Faces

Timeless Inspiration

Despite being published over two decades ago, Making Faces remains a vital resource. Its
techniques are still taught in makeup schools and showcased in contemporary tutorials.

Influence on Makeup Trends

Many current trends?such as contouring, strobing, and creative face art?are rooted in Aucoin?s
principles.

Continuing the Artistic Vision

Numerous makeup brands and artists celebrate Aucoin?s legacy by creating products and tutorials
inspired by his work.

Conclusion: The Enduring Impact of Making Faces

Kevyn Aucoin?s Making Faces is more than a makeup book?it?s a manifesto celebrating the
transformative and artistic power of cosmetics. Its principles encourage individuals to explore their
creativity, embrace their unique features, and see makeup as a form of self-expression. Whether
you are a beginner or a professional, the techniques and philosophies outlined in Making Faces
serve as an invaluable resource for elevating your makeup skills and understanding the artistry
behind each look. As makeup continues to evolve, Aucoin?s legacy endures, inspiring new
generations to make faces?and make art?with confidence and passion.
 
Making Faces by Kevyn Aucoin: A Transformational Approach to Makeup Artistry

In the realm of beauty and cosmetics, few names resonate with the same level of reverence and
influence as Kevyn Aucoin. Renowned for his innovative techniques and ability to transform faces
into works of art, Aucoin?s legacy endures through his seminal book, Making Faces. This
comprehensive guide has cemented itself as a cornerstone in the makeup community, inspiring
professionals and amateurs alike to harness the power of makeup not just as a tool for
enhancement but as a form of self-expression and artistry. In this article, we delve into the essence
of Making Faces, exploring its techniques, philosophies, and enduring impact on the world of
beauty.
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Understanding the Foundations of Making Faces

The Philosophy Behind the Book

At its core, Making Faces is more than a makeup manual; it is a celebration of transformation and
individuality. Kevyn Aucoin believed that makeup was a potent instrument for self-discovery,
confidence, and artistic expression. The book embodies this philosophy by showcasing how various
techniques can radically alter appearances, emphasizing that makeup is a versatile and empowering
art form.

Aucoin?s approach emphasizes that makeup should enhance natural beauty while also allowing for
dramatic transformations. His signature style combines meticulous technical skill with creative flair,
encouraging readers to see makeup as a canvas for storytelling. The book advocates for
experimentation, urging users to break free from convention and embrace their unique features.

The Significance of the Book in Makeup History

Published in 1990, Making Faces arrived at a pivotal moment in beauty culture, bridging the gap
between traditional cosmetics and high art. It challenged stereotypes around makeup, which was
often viewed solely as a means of concealment, instead positioning it as a form of
self-empowerment and artistic exploration.

Aucoin?s work gained recognition not only because of its technical mastery but also due to its
inclusivity. The book features a diverse range of faces, ages, and styles, emphasizing that makeup
is universally accessible and adaptable. Its influence can be seen today in the proliferation of
tutorials, editorial projects, and makeup artistry that prioritize creativity and individual expression.

Core Techniques and Concepts in Making Faces

Facial Anatomy and Proportions

A fundamental aspect of Aucoin?s methodology is understanding facial structure. He advocates for
tailored makeup application that considers the unique contours and features of each individual.

- Highlighting and Contouring: Aucoin popularized techniques that sculpt the face, emphasizing
cheekbones, jawlines, and brow bones to create dimension.

- Proportional Balance: Recognizing the importance of symmetry and proportion, he guides
readers to analyze facial features and apply makeup to enhance harmony.

- Feature Enhancement: Whether accentuating eyes or lips, Aucoin encourages focusing on
features that define the face?s character.
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This foundational knowledge ensures that transformative looks are both flattering and artistic,
helping makeup artists and enthusiasts craft looks that respect natural anatomy while pushing
creative boundaries.

Color Theory and Application

Aucoin?s mastery of color is a pivotal element in Making Faces. He emphasizes understanding
undertones, color contrasts, and harmony to achieve desired effects.

- Undertones and Skin Tones: Selecting shades that complement individual skin undertones for a
natural or dramatic result.

- Color Blocking: Using contrasting hues to create bold, graphic looks, often inspired by
avant-garde art.

- Layering and Blending: Applying multiple shades seamlessly to add depth, dimension, and
vibrancy.

He demonstrates that color choices can evoke mood, emphasize features, or create
illusions?transforming faces into dynamic, expressive canvases.

Techniques for Dramatic Transformations

Aucoin?s signature style often involved theatrical and avant-garde looks, pushing the boundaries of
conventional beauty.

- Contouring and Highlighting: Sculpting the face to create illusions of height, depth, or altered
shape.

- Eye and Lip Designs: Crafting intricate eye designs with bold eyeliner, false lashes, and creative
shadow placements; redefining lips with unconventional colors and shapes.

- Use of Accessories and Props: Sometimes integrating feathers, gems, or theatrical elements to
elevate the makeup look.

His techniques serve as a blueprint for creating both subtle enhancements and full-fledged
transformations, emphasizing that makeup is a flexible art form.

Step-by-Step Breakdown of a Classic Aucoin Look

To better understand his methodology, let?s analyze a typical Aucoin-inspired transformation:
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- Skin Preparation

- Cleansing and moisturizing to create a smooth canvas.
- Applying a primer to ensure longevity and a flawless finish.

- Base and Contouring

- Using a foundation that matches the skin tone for uniformity.
- Contouring with darker shades under cheekbones, jawline, and sides of the nose.
- Highlighting high points like the cheekbones, brow bones, and cupid?s bow.

- Eye Makeup

- Defining the brows with a natural or bold shape.
- Applying eyeshadow with a gradient technique, blending from light to dark.
- Creating dramatic eyeliner, possibly extending beyond the natural lash line.
- Adding false lashes for extra emphasis.

- Lips

- Outlining with a lip liner to define shape.
- Filling in with bold or unconventional colors, sometimes overlining for a fuller effect.

- Final Touches

- Adding blush or additional highlights to enhance facial structure.
- Correcting any imperfections with concealer.
- Applying setting spray for longevity.

This process exemplifies Aucoin?s balanced approach?combining technical precision with creative
expression.
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Impact and Legacy of Making Faces

Influence on Modern Makeup Artistry

Kevyn Aucoin?s Making Faces remains a touchstone for makeup artists worldwide. Its influence
manifests in:

- Educational Standards: It set a high bar for technical mastery, inspiring countless tutorials and
courses.

- Creative Freedom: Encouraging experimentation beyond natural beauty, it paved the way for
bold, artistic looks.

- Inclusivity: Its diverse representations challenged narrow beauty standards, advocating for
diversity in makeup inspiration.

Contemporary artists often revisit Aucoin?s techniques, adapting them to modern tools and trends,
which speaks to the enduring relevance of his work.

Inspiration for Beauty and Fashion

Beyond the technical realm, Making Faces has inspired collaborations with fashion designers,
photographers, and performers. Its emphasis on storytelling through makeup has influenced editorial
shoots, runway shows, and red carpet looks, solidifying makeup?s role as a narrative device in
visual arts.

Challenges and Criticisms

While celebrated, Aucoin?s approach was sometimes critiqued for its theatricality, perceived as
inaccessible or overly elaborate. However, the core lessons?precision, creativity, and
confidence?remain universally applicable, encouraging practitioners to adapt techniques to their
personal styles.

Relevance Today and Continuing Education

Modern Interpretations and Tutorials

Today?s beauty community benefits from a wealth of tutorials inspired by Aucoin?s Making Faces.
YouTube creators, Instagram artists, and makeup brands often reference his techniques, blending
them with contemporary trends such as holographic finishes, graphic eyeliner, and editorial artistry.

Workshops and Masterclasses
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Many makeup schools incorporate Aucoin?s principles into their curricula, emphasizing anatomy,
color theory, and artistic expression. His legacy encourages a holistic approach to makeup
education, blending technical skills with creative exploration.

Digital Resources and Publications

While Making Faces remains a seminal text, new editions and digital resources continue to expand
upon Aucoin?s teachings, making his methods accessible to a new generation eager to learn and
innovate.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Making Faces

Kevyn Aucoin?s Making Faces is more than a makeup book; it is a manifesto for artistic freedom,
self-confidence, and creative experimentation. Its detailed techniques, rooted in a profound
understanding of facial anatomy and color, empower individuals to see makeup as a transformative
art form. Over three decades since its publication, the principles outlined in Making Faces continue
to inspire and challenge makeup enthusiasts, professionals, and artists worldwide.

In a culture increasingly embracing diversity and individuality, Aucoin?s work reminds us that
makeup is not about hiding oneself but about revealing and celebrating one?s unique face. Whether
for subtle enhancement or avant-garde transformation, Making Faces remains a timeless guide?a
testament to the power of makeup to craft not just beauty, but identity and storytelling.

In essence, Making Faces by Kevyn Aucoin is a masterclass in artistic expression through makeup,
advocating for confidence, creativity, and the limitless possibilities of the face as a canvas.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of Kevyn Aucoin's 'Making Faces' book? Kevyn Aucoin's
'Making Faces' focuses on teaching readers how to master makeup techniques, highlighting
transformation, contouring, and creating various facial looks to enhance natural beauty. How has
'Making Faces' influenced modern makeup artistry? The book has been influential by pioneering
techniques like contouring and highlighting, inspiring countless makeup artists and enthusiasts to
experiment with their looks and elevate their skills. What are some iconic makeup looks featured in
'Making Faces'? The book features a range of looks from natural beauty to dramatic
transformations, including celebrity-inspired styles, avant-garde concepts, and special occasion
makeup. Is 'Making Faces' suitable for beginners or only professional makeup artists? 'Making
Faces' is suitable for both beginners and professionals, as it offers detailed step-by-step
instructions, visuals, and tips that cater to various skill levels. Has Kevyn Aucoin's 'Making Faces'
been updated or reprinted since its original release? Yes, the book has been reprinted and updated
over the years to include new techniques and reflect evolving makeup trends, maintaining its status
as a classic in beauty literature. 
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