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Understanding the news cracking the media
literac Handbook

Understanding the news cracking the media literacy is essential in today?s digital age, where
information is abundant and often overwhelming. With the proliferation of social media platforms,
news outlets, blogs, and other forms of digital communication, consumers are faced with the
challenge of discerning credible information from misinformation and disinformation. Media literacy
equips individuals with the skills to critically analyze news sources, understand the underlying
motives, and evaluate the relevance and accuracy of the information they consume. This article
explores the concept of media literacy, why it matters, how news cracking affects our perception,
and practical steps to enhance our critical engagement with news.

What Is Media Literacy?
Defining Media Literacy

Media literacy refers to the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create, and act using all forms of
communication. It empowers individuals to interpret the messages they receive through various
media channels and understand the influence of media on perceptions, attitudes, and behaviors. In
essence, media literacy is about becoming an informed and critical consumer of information rather
than passively absorbing content.

The Importance of Media Literacy Today

In an era characterized by rapid information flow, media literacy has become a vital skill for several
reasons:

- Combatting Misinformation: The spread of false or misleading information can have serious
consequences, from influencing elections to endangering public health.

- Understanding Bias and Persuasion: Recognizing biases, framing techniques, and persuasive
tactics used by media outlets helps in forming balanced views.

- Encouraging Responsible Sharing: Knowing what constitutes responsible sharing prevents the
dissemination of unverified or harmful content.

- Supporting Democratic Engagement: Well-informed citizens are essential for healthy
democracies.

How News Cracking Affects Media Literacy
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What Is News Cracking?

News cracking refers to the process of analyzing, dissecting, and often deconstructing news stories
to reveal underlying messages, biases, or agendas. It involves critically examining how news is
presented, what is omitted, and the techniques used to shape perceptions.

The Impact of News Cracking on Public Perception

While news cracking can enhance understanding and uncover hidden motives, it also presents
challenges:

- Increased Skepticism: Over-criticism may lead to distrust in all media sources, fostering
skepticism that can border on cynicism.

- Information Overload: The constant analysis and deconstruction of news can overwhelm
consumers, making it difficult to determine what to trust.

- Polarization: Different interpretations of the same news can deepen divides, especially when
news cracking is used to reinforce pre-existing biases.

Risks and Rewards
Understanding the nuances of news cracking involves balancing its benefits and pitfalls:

- Rewards: Developing a more nuanced comprehension of news, exposing biases, and fostering
critical thinking.

- Risks: Potentially fostering paranoia, misinformation about misinformation itself, or leading to a
nihilistic attitude toward media.

Strategies to Improve Media Literacy in the Context of News Cracking
Develop Critical Thinking Skills
Critical thinking is at the core of media literacy. To assess news effectively:

- Question the source of information.

- Evaluate the evidence provided.

- Consider alternative viewpoints.
- Recognize emotional appeals and sensationalism.
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Learn to Identify Bias and Persuasion Techniques
Media outlets often use specific techniques to influence perceptions:
- Framing: How a story is presented influences interpretation.
- Language: Choice of words can evoke specific emotions.
- Selective Reporting: Omitting details to shape a narrative.
- Source Credibility: Assessing the reliability of sources cited.
Verify Information Before Sharing
Always cross-check news stories with reputable fact-checking organizations or multiple trusted

sources. Use tools such as:

- Fact-checking websites (e.g., Snopes, FactCheck.org)
- Search engines to verify claims
- Official statements and reports

Follow Diverse and Reputable News Sources

Avoid echo chambers by consuming news from various perspectives and reputable outlets. This
broadens understanding and reduces bias.

Engage in Media Literacy Education

Participate in workshops, online courses, or school programs focused on media literacy. Educational
initiatives can provide structured frameworks for understanding media messages.

The Role of Technology in News Cracking and Media Literacy
Digital Tools and Resources
Technology offers numerous tools to aid media literacy:

- Browser extensions: That flag unreliable sources.

- Fact-checking apps: To verify claims quickly.
- Media literacy platforms: Providing tutorials and resources.
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Social Media?s Double-Edged Sword

While social media democratizes news dissemination, it also facilitates the rapid spread of
misinformation. Users must:

- Be cautious about sharing unverified content.
- Use platform features to report or fact-check dubious posts.
- Develop an awareness of algorithms that may create echo chambers.

Conclusion: Building a Media-Literate Society

In an age where news is constantly cracking and reshaping perceptions, fostering media literacy is
not just an individual responsibility but a societal imperative. By understanding how news is
constructed, recognizing biases, verifying information, and engaging critically, individuals can
navigate the complex media landscape more effectively. This not only helps in making informed
decisions but also strengthens democratic processes and societal trust. Educators, policymakers,
media outlets, and citizens all have roles to play in promoting a culture of critical engagement and
media literacy.

By investing in media literacy education and encouraging skeptical yet constructive consumption of
news, we can build a more informed, resilient, and discerning society capable of cracking the media
and understanding the truths that lie behind the headlines.

Understanding the News: Cracking the Media Literacy Code

In an era characterized by an unprecedented flood of information, understanding the news has
become more critical than ever. The rapid proliferation of digital platforms, social media, and 24/7
news cycles has transformed how we access, interpret, and trust information. While this digital
revolution offers incredible opportunities for awareness and engagement, it also introduces
significant challenges?most notably, the proliferation of misinformation, disinformation, and biased
reporting. Developing strong media literacy skills is essential for navigating this complex landscape,
enabling individuals to critically analyze news content, identify credible sources, and make informed
decisions. This article aims to explore the core facets of media literacy, the importance of
understanding news, and practical strategies to crack the media code effectively.

What is Media Literacy?
Definition and Significance

Media literacy refers to the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create, and act using all forms of
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communication. It involves understanding how media messages are constructed and recognizing
their influence on perceptions and beliefs. In the context of news, media literacy empowers
individuals to differentiate between factual reporting and opinion, identify bias, and recognize
manipulation tactics.

Key features of media literacy include:

- Critical thinking about media content

- Awareness of media production processes

- Understanding the motives behind news stories

- Recognizing emotional appeals and persuasive techniques

Importance of media literacy:

- Protects against misinformation

- Encourages active rather than passive consumption
- Fosters informed citizenship

- Supports democratic participation

The Challenges of Modern News Consumption
Information Overload

The sheer volume of news available today can be overwhelming. With countless sources, social
media feeds, and instant updates, consumers often struggle to discern what is relevant or
trustworthy.

Misinformation refers to false or misleading information shared unintentionally, while disinformation
is deliberately deceptive. Both pose significant threats to public understanding and can influence
opinions or behaviors.

Many news outlets have inherent biases based on ownership, editorial policies, or political leanings.
Recognizing these biases is crucial to developing an objective view.

Social media algorithms curate content based on user preferences, which can create echo
chambers that reinforce existing beliefs and limit exposure to diverse perspectives.

Cracking the Media Code: Strategies for Effective News
Understanding
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Developing Critical Thinking Skills

Critical thinking is the foundation of media literacy. It involves questioning the source, purpose, and
context of news stories.

Practical tips:
- Ask who is the author or publisher
- Consider the purpose of the content (inform, persuade, entertain)
- Evaluate the evidence supporting claims
- Look for corroborating sources
Evaluating News Sources
Not all sources are created equal. Understanding the credibility and reliability of news outlets is vital.
Features of credible sources:
- Transparent ownership and funding
- Editorial independence
- Clear citation of sources
- Consistent fact-checking and corrections
Tools for evaluation:
- Media bias/fact-checking websites (e.g., Media Bias/Fact Check, FactCheck.org)
- Cross-referencing multiple outlets
- Analyzing the tone and language used
Understanding the Construction of News
Recognizing how news is produced can reveal potential biases or manipulations.
Key aspects include:

- Selection of stories and framing
- Use of images and video
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- Headlines and language tone
- Placement and prominence

Identifying Bias and Manipulation

Bias can be subtle or overt. Being aware of common manipulation tactics helps in maintaining
objectivity.

Common tactics:
- Cherry-picking data
- Using emotionally charged language
- Presenting opinions as facts
- Omitting counterarguments
Fact-Checking and Verification
Before sharing or believing news, verify its accuracy through reputable fact-checking sources.
Steps to verify:
- Check the original source
- Look for corroboration from multiple reputable outlets

- Use fact-checking tools and websites
- Be cautious with images and videos?reverse image searches can help determine authenticity

The Role of Education and Technology in Media Literacy
Educational Initiatives

Schools and organizations worldwide are increasingly incorporating media literacy into curricula to
equip learners with critical skills from a young age.

Features of effective programs:
- Interactive lessons on evaluating sources

- Media production projects
- Discussions on bias and ethics
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Technological Tools and Resources
Numerous digital tools assist users in navigating news critically.

Popular tools include:

- Browser extensions that flag misinformation
- Fact-checking websites

- News aggregators with credibility ratings

- Mobile apps for media literacy education

The Pros and Cons of Media Literacy Efforts

Pros:

- Empowers consumers to make informed decisions
- Reduces the spread of misinformation

- Promotes democratic engagement

- Fosters a more discerning public

Cons:
- Can be time-consuming and require ongoing effort
- Misinformation tactics evolve rapidly, challenging detection

- Not all individuals have equal access to educational resources
- Over-skepticism can lead to cynicism or distrust in all media

Conclusion: Embracing Media Literacy as a Critical Skill

Vol. 2026, Issue 1

Understanding the news in today?s digital age demands more than passive consumption; it requires
active engagement and critical scrutiny. Media literacy serves as the essential toolkit for deciphering
truth from falsehood, recognizing bias, and appreciating the complexities behind news production.
As consumers, developing these skills is not only a personal safeguard but also a societal

responsibility?an investment in an informed, democratic society.

In embracing media literacy, we empower ourselves to navigate the labyrinth of information with
confidence, curiosity, and discernment. It is an ongoing journey, one that adapts to technological
advances and shifting media landscapes, but its importance remains steadfast. By understanding
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the news?cracking the media code?we take a vital step toward a more transparent, accountable,
and truthful public discourse.

QuestionAnswer What is media literacy and why is it important in understanding the news?
Media literacy is the ability to critically analyze and evaluate media content, helping individuals
distinguish between credible information and misinformation. It is crucial for understanding the news
because it empowers people to make informed decisions and avoid being misled by false or biased
reports. How can | identify fake news and misinformation in the media? You can identify fake news
by checking the source's credibility, verifying information through reputable outlets, examining the
author's credentials, looking for signs of bias or sensationalism, and cross-referencing facts with
multiple trusted sources. What role does media literacy play in combating misinformation online?
Media literacy equips individuals with the skills to critically assess online content, recognize false or
misleading information, and understand the motives behind certain media messages, thereby
reducing the spread and impact of misinformation. How can educators incorporate media literacy
into their teaching to help students understand the news better? Educators can incorporate media
literacy by teaching students how to evaluate sources, analyze media messages critically, recognize
bias, and practice fact-checking. Interactive activities like analyzing news articles and discussing
media influence can also enhance understanding. What are common biases to watch out for when
consuming news media? Common biases include confirmation bias (favoring information that
confirms existing beliefs), sensationalism, political bias, and framing effects that influence how a
story is presented. Recognizing these biases helps in developing a more balanced understanding.
How does understanding media ownership and funding affect our interpretation of the news?
Knowing who owns and funds media outlets helps reveal potential biases or hidden agendas,
allowing consumers to critically assess the neutrality of the news and be aware of possible
influences on the reporting.

Related keywords: media literacy, critical thinking, news analysis, information literacy, media
consumption, fact-checking, news sources, media bias, digital literacy, media criticism

the short news making news fun one brick at a tim

The short news making news fun one brick at a time is a catchy phrase that encapsulates the
innovative approach of transforming traditional news delivery into an engaging, interactive, and
enjoyable experience. In today's fast-paced digital age, capturing the audience's attention requires
more than just plain text; it demands creativity, interactivity, and a touch of fun. This article explores
how the concept of "making news fun one brick at a time" is revolutionizing the way we consume
news, blending education, entertainment, and engagement seamlessly.
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Understanding the Concept: Making News Fun One Brick at a Time
Origins and Inspiration

The phrase "making news fun one brick at a time" draws inspiration from the idea of building
something solid and enjoyable piece by piece?much like constructing a Lego masterpiece or laying
bricks to build a structure. It signifies a gradual, methodical approach to transforming the
often-serious world of news into an entertaining and accessible format. The concept emphasizes
breaking down complex stories into manageable, engaging segments that captivate audiences of all
ages.

The Philosophy Behind the Approach
At its core, this approach champions:

- Engagement over passivity: Encouraging audiences to actively participate rather than passively
consume news.

- Educational entertainment: Making learning about current events enjoyable.

- Interactive storytelling: Using innovative tools and formats to tell compelling stories.
- Incremental learning: Building understanding over time, one "brick" at a time.

Methods and Strategies to Make News Fun

1. Gamification of News Content

Gamification involves integrating game-like elements into news dissemination to boost engagement.
- Quizzes and Trivia: Interactive quizzes about recent news events.
- Rewards and Badges: Awarding digital badges for completing certain news-related challenges.
- Leaderboards: Encouraging friendly competition among readers or viewers.

2. Visual and Interactive Media

Transforming plain articles into visually appealing and interactive formats makes news more

digestible.

- Infographics: Simplify complex data through engaging visuals.
- Interactive Maps: Explore news stories geographically with clickable maps.
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- Videos and Animations: Short, engaging videos explaining news stories.
3. Incorporating Creative Storytelling Techniques
Storytelling is a powerful tool to make news relatable and memorable.
- Personal Narratives: Sharing human-interest stories to connect emotionally.
- Humor and Satire: Lightening serious topics through satire or humorous commentary.
- Serial Stories: Breaking news into a series, encouraging ongoing engagement.
4. Utilizing Brick-Themed Educational Kits
Taking inspiration from building blocks, some news outlets have created educational kits or activities

that allow users to build their understanding.

- Build-your-own News Projects: Hands-on activities where participants assemble news stories
using physical or digital bricks.

- Educational Workshops: Teaching children about current events via interactive building
exercises.

The Impact of Making News Fun
Enhanced Engagement and Retention

By making news fun and interactive, audiences are more likely to retain information, leading to
better-informed citizens.

Attracting Younger Audiences

Young people are more inclined to engage with news that is presented in a playful, visually
stimulating manner.

Promoting Critical Thinking

Interactive and gamified news formats encourage users to think critically about current events and
their implications.

Fostering Community and Dialogue
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Fun and engaging news platforms often include comment sections, forums, or social media
integration, fostering community discussions.

Examples of Innovative News Platforms Making News Fun
1. News Games and Apps
Several apps have been developed to gamify news consumption:
- NewsQuizzes: Apps offering daily trivia on current events.
- Fact-Checking Games: Interactive tools where users verify news stories.
2. Educational Initiatives
Organizations and educators are integrating news-based activities:
- School Programs: Using building blocks or puzzles to teach about current events.
- Community Workshops: Creating interactive news projects with local residents.
3. Social Media Campaigns

Platforms like TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter have popularized short, fun news segments that are
shareable and engaging.

Future Trends in Making News Fun
1. Augmented Reality (AR) and Virtual Reality (VR)

The integration of AR and VR will create immersive news experiences, allowing users to explore
stories in a 3D environment.

2. Personalized News Experiences

Using Al, news platforms will tailor interactive content to individual preferences, making news more
relevant and engaging.

3. Collaborative Building Projects

Communities may participate in collective "building" activities, constructing digital or physical
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representations of current events.

Challenges and Considerations
Maintaining Credibility and Accuracy

While making news fun, it is crucial to prioritize factual accuracy and journalistic integrity.

Balancing Entertainment and Information

Ensuring that entertainment does not overshadow the importance of delivering truthful and
comprehensive news.

Accessibility

Designing interactive news platforms that are accessible to all, including those with disabilities.

Conclusion: Building a Better News Future, One Brick at a Time

The philosophy of making news fun one brick at a time symbolizes a paradigm shift in journalism
and news dissemination. By adopting innovative, interactive, and engaging methods, news
organizations can foster a more informed, motivated, and connected audience. Whether through
gamification, visual storytelling, or immersive experiences, transforming news into a fun and
educational activity ensures that vital information reaches a broader demographic, especially
younger generations. As technology continues to evolve, the possibilities for creating compelling,
fun, and meaningful news experiences are virtually limitless. Embracing this approach not only
enhances the way we consume news but also reinvigorates the very essence of
journalism?informing, educating, and inspiring society, one brick at a time.

The Short News Making News Fun One Brick at a Time

In an era dominated by rapid-fire information and fleeting headlines, a new approach to news
delivery is emerging?one that transforms the act of consuming news into an engaging, playful, and
memorable experience. The phrase ?the short news making news fun one brick at a time?
encapsulates this innovative trend: delivering condensed, impactful news snippets that build a
bigger picture with each ?brick,? making the process not only informative but also enjoyable. This
movement seeks to bridge the gap between traditional journalism and modern-day content
consumption, emphasizing brevity, clarity, and interactivity.

In this article, we explore how this approach is revolutionizing news dissemination, the mechanisms
behind it, its benefits, potential challenges, and what it might mean for the future of journalism.
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The Rise of Short, Engaging News Formats
The Shift from Lengthy Articles to Bite-Sized Content

Historically, news outlets have relied on comprehensive articles, in-depth reports, and investigative
journalism to inform the public. While these formats serve important functions, they often require
significant time investment from readers?something increasingly scarce in today?s fast-paced digital
environment.

Enter short news snippets: concise summaries, quick updates, or single facts designed to deliver
essential information swiftly. Platforms like Twitter, TikTok, and Instagram have popularized this
style, where users prefer quick, digestible content over lengthy reads.

The Concept of ?0One Brick at a Time?

The phrase emphasizes building understanding incrementally?each news snippet or ?brick? adds to
a broader narrative or knowledge base. This modular approach allows consumers to piece together
complex stories over time, fostering a sense of mastery and engagement. For example, a series of
short updates about climate change can gradually shape a comprehensive understanding, engaging
audiences who might otherwise ignore lengthy reports.

Why Short News is Making News Fun

Making news fun isn?t just about entertainment; it?s about reimagining how information is
consumed. Incorporating humor, interactive elements, visual aids, and gamification transforms
passive reading into active participation. When news is presented as a series of small, fun ?bricks,?
it becomes more accessible, memorable, and likely to be shared.

Mechanisms Behind the Movement
Innovative Platforms and Technologies

Several technological advances underpin this trend:

- Microlearning and Microcontent Platforms: Apps and websites are designed to present news in
small, digestible units?think of news cards, brief videos, or infographics.

- Gamification: Incorporating quizzes, badges, or challenges encourages users to engage
repeatedly, turning learning into a game.

- Interactive Media: Polls, comment sections, and augmented reality features foster community
and interactivity.
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- Al and Personalization: Algorithms curate content tailored to individual interests, ensuring
relevance and increasing engagement.

Content Strategy: Building a Narrative One Brick at a Time
Content creators leverage storytelling techniques to assemble these bricks into coherent narratives.

This involves:

- Thematic Series: Covering a topic in a series of short posts or videos, each adding a new layer.

- Sequential Updates: Providing real-time or near-real-time updates that gradually reveal the full
story.

- Visual Storytelling: Using images, GIFs, and short clips to convey messages quickly and
effectively.

Engagement and Feedback Loops

User interaction is central: comments, shares, and reactions inform creators about what resonates.
This feedback helps refine content, making it more fun and relevant.

Benefits of Making News Fun One Brick at a Time

Increased Accessibility and Reach

Short, engaging content lowers barriers for diverse audiences?including those with limited time,
attention spans, or literacy skills. It democratizes access to information, reaching demographics that
traditional journalism might overlook.

Enhanced Retention and Recall

Humorous, visual, or interactive bricks tend to stick in memory longer than lengthy articles. This is
crucial in an age where misinformation spreads rapidly; memorable, well-crafted snippets can
reinforce accurate information.

Promotes Continuous Learning

The incremental ?build-up? encourages users to return regularly, fostering a habit of continuous
learning. As each new brick adds to their understanding, users develop a cumulative knowledge

base.

Fosters Community and Engagement
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Interactive elements create a sense of community among followers, turning passive consumers into
active participants. This social aspect increases loyalty and advocacy.

Challenges and Criticisms

While the ?brick-by-brick? approach offers many advantages, it also faces hurdles:

Risk of Oversimplification

Condensing complex issues into short snippets may lead to loss of nuance, oversimplification, or
misrepresentation. It?s essential to balance brevity with accuracy.

Potential for Misinformation

In quick formats, fact-checking can be compromised, making it easier for false information to spread.
Responsible content moderation and verification are critical.

Audience Fragmentation

Focusing on bite-sized content might fragment audiences, making it harder to present
comprehensive stories that require context and depth.

Commercial Pressures

The drive for virality can incentivize sensationalism or clickbait, undermining journalistic integrity.
Future Perspectives

Integration with Traditional Journalism

The most promising future lies in hybrid models?where short, fun snippets serve as gateways to

deeper, more comprehensive stories. News organizations might employ the ?brick? approach for
initial updates, followed by detailed reports.

Educational Applications

Educators can leverage this method to teach complex topics incrementally, making learning
engaging and accessible.

Technological Innovations
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Advances in Al, AR, and VR could lead to even more immersive ?brick? experiences?interactive
stories that combine short snippets with virtual environments or personalized learning paths.

Ethical Considerations

As with all media, the importance of maintaining journalistic standards remains paramount.
Fact-checking, transparency, and accountability must underpin these innovative formats.

Conclusion

The phrase ?the short news making news fun one brick at a time? encapsulates a transformative
approach to journalism?one that prioritizes clarity, engagement, and incremental knowledge
building. By breaking down complex stories into manageable, fun, and interactive ?bricks,? news
outlets can make information more accessible and memorable, fostering a more informed and
engaged public.

As technology continues to evolve, and audiences seek more dynamic ways to stay informed, this
movement is poised to redefine the landscape of journalism. While challenges remain, the potential
for creating a more inclusive, engaging, and truthful media environment makes this approach a
promising avenue for the future of news. Ultimately, making news fun one brick at a time isn?t just
about entertainment?it?s about empowering people with the knowledge they need to navigate an
increasingly complex world.

QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of 'The Short News Making News Fun One Brick at a
Time'? It focuses on delivering quick, engaging news updates that make current events fun and
easy to understand, often using creative or humorous approaches. How does 'The Short News
Making News Fun One Brick at a Time' engage its audience? It uses short, snappy news segments
combined with entertaining visuals and humorous commentary to keep viewers interested and
entertained. Why is the phrase 'One Brick at a Time' significant in the context of this news platform?
It signifies building understanding gradually, emphasizing that each small piece of news contributes
to the bigger picture in an accessible and fun way. What social media platforms are most effective
for sharing content from 'The Short News Making News Fun One Brick at a Time'? Platforms like
TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter are highly effective due to their short-form content formats that align
with the platform’'s quick and engaging news style. Are there any specific topics or themes that this
news segment tends to focus on? It typically covers trending topics, pop culture, viral stories, and
current events, all presented in a fun and digestible manner.

Related keywords: news updates, fun news, quick headlines, trending stories, daily news,
entertainment news, breaking updates, viral news, short news segments, news humor
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