
SOMERSET CRICKETERS 1946 1970 Textbook Vol. 2025, Issue 10
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somerset cricketers 1946 1970 played a significant role in shaping the history and development of
cricket in the West Country. This period, spanning just after World War II to the late 1960s, was a
transformative era for Somerset County Cricket Club, marked by notable performances, emerging
talents, and the foundation of a strong cricketing culture. In this article, we explore the key players,
their contributions, and the legacy they left behind, providing a comprehensive overview of Somerset
cricketers from 1946 to 1970.

The Post-War Era and the Rebuilding of Somerset Cricket

Cricket in the Immediate Post-War Years

Following the disruptions caused by World War II, Somerset cricket began to rebuild in 1946. The
immediate post-war years were characterized by a mixture of seasoned veterans returning to the
game and new, young talent emerging. The club faced challenges such as limited resources and the
need to foster local talent, but also benefited from the renewed enthusiasm for the sport.

Key Figures in the Rebuilding Phase

During this period, several players stood out as cornerstones of Somerset's efforts to restore its
competitive stature:

- Harold Stephenson ? A dependable all-rounder who contributed both with bat and ball, helping
Somerset stabilize their performances.

- Les Taylor ? An experienced batsman providing consistency at the top order.
- George Harris ? A reliable wicketkeeper and middle-order batsman, instrumental in building

partnerships.

Emergence of Notable Somerset Cricketers (1946-1970)

Prominent Batsmen

The period saw several talented batsmen emerge, many of whom contributed significantly to
Somerset's batting lineup:

- Brian Langford ? Known for his stylish batting and later as a fast bowler, Langford was a
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prominent figure in Somerset cricket.
- Peter Wight ? An elegant right-handed batsman who scored consistently during the 1950s and

1960s.
- Colin Atkinson ? An all-rounder whose batting provided stability in the middle order.

Bowling Prowess and Fast Bowlers

Somerset benefited from a number of talented bowlers who made their mark during these years:

- Jack White ? A fast bowler known for his pace and accuracy, White was a key figure in
Somerset's bowling attack.

- Harold Stephenson ? Besides his batting, his medium-pace bowling added depth to the team.
- Les Taylor ? An effective medium-pace bowler who contributed to the team's bowling strength.

Leadership and Key Matches

Captaincy and Team Leadership

Leadership played a crucial role in Somerset's development during this era. Several captains helped
steer the team through transitional periods:

- James Bedford (1953-1962) ? His captaincy was marked by a focus on developing young
talent and stabilizing the team.

- Brian Close ? Known for his aggressive style, Close led Somerset in the late 1960s and
inspired a new generation of players.

Memorable Matches and Turning Points

Some of the most significant matches that defined this era include:

- Somerset?s victory over Sussex in 1954, showcasing the emerging talent of Brian Langford.
- The close contests against Gloucestershire during the late 1950s, highlighting the competitive

spirit of the team.
- Matches in the late 1960s that set the stage for Somerset's rise in the County Championship

standings.

Development of Somerset?s Cricketing Infrastructure
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County Grounds and Facilities

During this period, Somerset invested in improving its cricket facilities, notably at:

- Taunton County Ground ? The home of Somerset cricket, which saw upgrades to
accommodate larger crowds and enhance player facilities.

Youth Development and Talent Identification

The club emphasized nurturing young talent through youth programs and scouting, which
contributed to the emergence of future stars.

The Legacy of Somerset Cricketers (1946-1970)

Impact on Future Generations

The players from this era laid the groundwork for Somerset?s future successes. Their dedication
and performances inspired subsequent generations and helped build a strong cricketing culture
within the county.

Influence on County Cricket

The development of talented cricketers and the competitive spirit fostered during this period
contributed to Somerset's reputation as a formidable team in English county cricket.

Conclusion

The era of 1946 to 1970 was instrumental in shaping Somerset cricket. From rebuilding after the
war, nurturing emerging talents, to establishing a competitive team spirit, the cricketers of this period
left an indelible mark on the club's history. Their contributions laid the foundation for Somerset?s
later successes and fostered a passionate cricketing community in the West Country. Today,
enthusiasts and historians continue to celebrate these players for their dedication, skill, and the
pivotal roles they played in the evolution of Somerset cricket.
 
Somerset cricketers 1946?1970 represent a fascinating chapter in the history of English cricket, a
period marked by rebuilding, evolution, and the emergence of talented individuals who left a lasting
legacy on the county?s cricketing landscape. From the immediate aftermath of World War II to the
dawn of modern one-day cricket, Somerset?s players during these 25 years contributed significantly
both on and off the field, shaping the identity of the county cricket club and influencing the broader
fabric of English cricket.
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The Post-War Revival and the Foundations of Somerset Cricket (1946?1955)

Rebuilding After the War

The period immediately following 1946 was crucial for Somerset Cricket Club. Like many county
teams, Somerset faced the challenge of re-establishing itself after the disruptions caused by World
War II. Many cricketers had served in the military, and the club?s infrastructure needed
revitalization. The immediate post-war years saw a focus on restoring competitive cricket, nurturing
local talent, and fostering a sense of community pride.

Key Players and Their Contributions

During this era, Somerset?s team was characterized by a mix of seasoned veterans and promising
young players. Notable cricketers included:

- Eddie Byrom (though more prominent later, he symbolizes the club?s ongoing development)
- Percy Bower: An experienced batsman providing stability at the top order.
- Reg Simpson: A prolific run-scorer who would go on to achieve national recognition, Simpson?s

early years at Somerset laid the groundwork for his later success.

Playing Style and Strategy

Somerset in this period was primarily reliant on traditional batting techniques, emphasizing patience
and resilience. Bowling attacks often comprised medium-pacers and spinners trying to contain
opposition runs, reflecting the era?s tactical norms. The club?s focus was on building consistent,
competitive sides capable of challenging stronger counties.

The Rise of Notable Somerset Cricketers (1956?1965)

Emergence of Key Personalities

The late 1950s and early 1960s marked a significant turning point for Somerset cricket as a new
generation of players began to establish themselves:

- Peter Wight: A dependable middle-order batsman who contributed significantly with both the bat
and leadership.

- Percy Bower: His experience and leadership helped stabilize the team during transitional
phases.

- Ken Palmer: An all-rounder whose versatility was vital to Somerset?s strategies.
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The Impact of Reg Simpson

Reg Simpson?s career blossomed during this period, and he became the county?s leading
run-scorer. His elegant batting style and consistency made him a central figure for Somerset.
Simpson?s performances not only elevated the team?s standing but also brought wider recognition
to Somerset cricket.

Notable Matches and Achievements

Somerset?s competitive spirit was evident in performances against stronger counties like Surrey
and Middlesex. The club?s efforts culminated in notable victories that fostered confidence and
helped attract budding talent.

The Shift Toward Modern Techniques

Technological advances and evolving coaching methods began influencing Somerset?s approach,
emphasizing fitness, technique, and strategic planning. This period saw the early adoption of more
aggressive batting styles and varied bowling tactics, setting the stage for greater competitiveness.

The Golden Era of Somerset Cricket (1966?1970)

The Introduction of Youth and Talent Development

By the mid-1960s, Somerset?s cricketing philosophy shifted towards nurturing young talent, leading
to a more vibrant and dynamic team:

- Ian Botham (though his first-class debut was in 1974, the groundwork was laid during these
years)

- Peter Roebuck: A talented all-rounder whose early performances hinted at future potential.
- Dickie May: A key bowler whose pace and accuracy added firepower to Somerset?s attack.

The Impact of the 1969 County Championship

Somerset?s performance in the 1969 County Championship was a highlight, finishing in the upper
echelons of the table. This success was driven by a cohesive team effort, with contributions from
seasoned players and emerging young stars. Their competitive approach and tactical adaptability
reflected the club?s evolution into a formidable side.

Strategies and Playing Style
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The team embraced a more aggressive batting approach, with an emphasis on scoring quickly and
building partnerships. Bowling attacks became more varied, incorporating faster bowlers and
effective spinners. Fielding standards improved markedly, aligning with the broader
professionalization of the sport.

Notable Cricketers and Their Legacies

- Brian Close: Though more famously associated with Yorkshire, Close?s brief stint at Somerset
added to the club?s experience and leadership.

- Eric Hill: An accomplished wicketkeeper and lower-order batsman, Hill was instrumental in
stabilizing the team during turbulent times.

- Jim Park: As wicketkeeper and occasional batsman, Park?s sharp skills behind the stumps were
vital.

The Role of Leadership

The period saw effective leadership from team captains who emphasized discipline, adaptability,
and skill development. These leaders fostered a culture of improvement that propelled Somerset
towards greater competitiveness.

Broader Context and Impact on English Cricket

Somerset?s Place in County Cricket

Between 1946 and 1970, Somerset transitioned from a team often considered underdogs to one
showing signs of becoming a more competitive and respected side. Their evolving strategies and
player development programs contributed to a broader shift in the county cricket landscape,
emphasizing professionalism and tactical sophistication.

Contributions to National Cricket

Several Somerset cricketers during this period made significant contributions to England?s national
team, including:

- Reg Simpson: Selected for England, his performances helped shape national batting line-ups.
- Jim Parks: His skills as a wicketkeeper-batsman earned him England caps, and he later played

a vital role as a coach and administrator.

Challenges Faced
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Despite successes, Somerset faced financial constraints, limited playing resources, and stiff
competition from more established counties. Their resilience and focus on developing local talent
were crucial in overcoming these hurdles.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Somerset Cricketers 1946?1970

The era from 1946 to 1970 was foundational for Somerset Cricket Club. It was a time of rebuilding,
innovation, and gradual ascent towards becoming a more competitive force in English cricket. The
players of this period laid the groundwork for future successes, nurturing talent who would go on to
achieve national and international recognition.

Their stories reflect not only individual excellence but also the collective effort to elevate Somerset?s
cricketing stature. From the post-war recovery to the dawn of the one-day era, these cricketers
exemplified resilience, skill, and dedication?qualities that continue to be celebrated in Somerset?s
rich cricketing history.

In summary, Somerset cricketers between 1946 and 1970 were instrumental in shaping the
county?s identity, blending tradition with modernity, and cultivating talent that would leave a lasting
mark on English cricket. Their contributions remain a testament to the enduring spirit of Somerset
cricket and its ongoing quest for excellence.
 

 QuestionAnswer Who were the prominent Somerset cricketers between 1946 and 1970? Key
players included Peter Wight, Brian Close, and Colin Atkinson, who significantly contributed to
Somerset's performances during this period. What was Somerset's most notable achievement in
cricket from 1946 to 1970? Somerset's notable achievement was reaching the Gillette Cup final in
1967, marking their emergence in limited-overs cricket. Did Somerset have any standout bowlers
during 1946-1970? Yes, bowlers like Arthur Wellard and Harold Stephenson were notable for their
effective spells and contributions to the team. How did Somerset perform in the County
Championship between 1946 and 1970? Somerset's County Championship performances were
variable, with their best finishes occurring in the late 1960s, including a third-place finish in 1969.
Which Somerset cricketers from 1946-1970 also played for England? Brian Close and Peter Wight
represented England internationally during this period, showcasing Somerset's rising talent. What
impact did Somerset's players have on English cricket during 1946-1970? Players like Brian Close
became influential figures in English cricket, contributing both at the county and international levels.
Were there any significant changes in Somerset's team or playing style between 1946 and 1970?
Yes, the period saw a transition from traditional batting and bowling approaches to more aggressive
and innovative styles, especially leading up to their 1967 limited-overs success. 

 
Related keywords: Somerset cricket, 1946 cricket season, 1970 cricket season, Somerset cricket
team, English county cricket, Somerset players history, post-war cricket England, Somerset cricket
legends, cricket statistics Somerset, Somerset cricket archives
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the idea of history 1946 edition

The idea of history 1946 edition is a seminal work that continues to influence historical scholarship
and thought decades after its initial publication. Published in the immediate aftermath of World War
II, this edition encapsulates the tumultuous period?s reflections, philosophies, and methodological
approaches to understanding human history. It represents a pivotal moment in historiography,
blending traditional narratives with emerging analytical perspectives, and remains a vital resource
for students, scholars, and history enthusiasts alike.

Understanding the Context of the 1946 Edition

The Post-War Intellectual Climate

The 1946 edition was created in a period marked by profound global upheaval. The aftermath of
World War II prompted a reconsideration of historical narratives, emphasizing the importance of
understanding the causes of conflict, the nature of human progress, and the potential for future
peace. Historians sought to analyze not just chronological events but also the underlying social,
economic, and political forces shaping history.

Significance in Historiography

This edition is significant because it reflects a transitional phase in historiography ? moving away
from purely narrative-driven accounts towards more analytical and interdisciplinary approaches. It
incorporates insights from fields such as sociology, psychology, and economics, thereby broadening
the scope of historical inquiry.

Core Themes of the 1946 Edition

History as a Human Narrative

A central theme in this edition is the view of history as a story of human endeavors. It emphasizes
the importance of understanding individual and collective human experiences, values, and
motivations. This perspective encourages readers to see history not merely as a sequence of dates
and events but as a rich tapestry of human life.

The Role of Progress and Regression

The edition explores the idea that history involves both progress and regression. While
advancements in science, governance, and culture are celebrated, it also recognizes periods of
decline, chaos, and conflict. This balanced view underscores the complexity of historical
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development and cautions against simplistic notions of inevitable progress.

Determinism and Agency

Another key theme is the tension between determinism?how certain factors shape historical
outcomes?and individual or collective agency?the capacity for human action to influence events.
The edition discusses how economic, social, and environmental factors interact with human choices
to produce historical change.

Methodological Approaches in the 1946 Edition

Interdisciplinary Integration

One of the groundbreaking aspects of this edition is its call for a multidisciplinary approach to
history. It advocates for incorporating insights from psychology, economics, political science, and
other fields to develop a more comprehensive understanding of historical phenomena.

Critical Analysis and Source Evaluation

The edition emphasizes the importance of critically analyzing sources, questioning biases, and
understanding the context in which documents were created. This methodological rigor helps
prevent oversimplification and promotes nuanced interpretations.

Comparative History

The authors encourage comparative studies?examining different societies and time periods to
identify patterns and unique features. This approach broadens perspectives and helps avoid
ethnocentric or nationalist biases.

Impact and Legacy of the 1946 Edition

Influence on Post-War Historiography

The 1946 edition significantly influenced subsequent generations of historians. It fostered a more
analytical, interdisciplinary, and human-centered approach to studying history, shaping curricula and
research methodologies worldwide.

Introduction of New Theoretical Frameworks

It contributed to the development of new theoretical frameworks such as Marxist history, social
history, and cultural history. These frameworks have expanded the scope of historical inquiry
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beyond traditional political narratives.

Educational Significance

The edition has been a cornerstone in academic settings, used extensively in university courses to
introduce students to critical historiographical debates and methodologies.

Criticisms and Limitations

Overemphasis on Broad Theories

Some critics argue that the edition's focus on broad theoretical frameworks sometimes leads to
neglect of specific local histories and individual voices.

Potential for Bias

As with many historical works, there is a risk of ideological bias, especially given the political climate
of the post-war period. Interpretations may reflect particular philosophical or political orientations.

Challenges in Application

The interdisciplinary approach, while innovative, posed practical challenges in terms of research
complexity and resource requirements, making comprehensive analysis difficult for some scholars.

Modern Relevance of the 1946 Edition

Foundation for Contemporary Historiography

Despite its age, the 1946 edition remains foundational, influencing modern historiographical
practices such as global history, cultural history, and the study of human rights.

Lessons for Today's Historians

The edition underscores the importance of critical thinking, methodological rigor, and
interdisciplinary collaboration?values that continue to guide contemporary historical research.

Adapting to New Challenges

In an era of rapid technological change and global interconnectedness, the principles outlined in this
edition serve as a guide for adapting historical methods to new challenges, such as digital history
and transnational studies.
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Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the 1946 Edition

The idea of history as presented in the 1946 edition remains a testament to the evolving nature of
historiography. It reflects a period of reflection and renewal, emphasizing a nuanced,
interdisciplinary, and human-centered approach to understanding the past. Its influence endures
today, inspiring new generations of scholars to explore history with curiosity, rigor, and a critical eye.
As we continue to grapple with complex global issues, the insights from this edition remind us of the
importance of historical awareness in shaping a more just and informed future.
 
The Idea of History 1946 Edition: An In-Depth Exploration

The publication of The Idea of History in 1946 marked a pivotal moment in the philosophical and
historiographical discourse of the 20th century. This edition, often considered a definitive version,
encapsulates the profound reflections of historian and philosopher R.G. Collingwood on the nature,
purpose, and methodology of history. To truly appreciate its significance, one must delve into its
core ideas, contextual background, and enduring influence across academic disciplines.

Introduction to The Idea of History

Published initially in 1946, The Idea of History is a comprehensive work that marries philosophy,
history, and epistemology. Collingwood?s aim was to articulate a coherent theory of historical
knowledge?how historians understand the past, the nature of historical facts, and the role of human
consciousness in shaping historical narratives.

Key themes include:

- The distinction between history as a science and history as an interpretative activity
- The importance of mental processes and imagination in understanding historical events
- Critique of positivist and objectivist conceptions of history

This edition consolidates Collingwood's mature thoughts and presents them in a systematic manner,
making it a cornerstone text for students and scholars interested in the philosophy of history.

Historical Context and Theoretical Foundations

Post-War Intellectual Climate

The 1946 edition emerged in the aftermath of World War II ? a period marked by profound upheaval
and reevaluation of human values. Philosophers and intellectuals grappled with questions about
human nature, morality, and the capacity for understanding history's lessons. Collingwood?s work
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responded to this environment by emphasizing the importance of understanding the human mind's
role in historical processes.

Philosophical Influences

Collingwood's ideas were influenced by:

- Idealism: His belief that reality is ultimately rooted in mental activity.
- British empiricism: His focus on evidence and observation, but with an emphasis on mental

evidence rather than sensory data alone.
- Historical consciousness: The notion that understanding history involves empathetically

reconstructing the thoughts and intentions of historical figures.

Rejection of Positivism and Empiricism

The 1946 edition critiques the view that history can be purely objective or reduced to a collection of
facts. Collingwood argues that:

- Historical facts are not isolated data points but are meaningful only within a narrative context
- The historian's task is to interpret and re-enact past thoughts, not merely record events

Core Concepts and Argumentative Structures

The Philosophy of Historical Knowledge

Collingwood posits that understanding history involves a mental act akin to a form of thinking or
reasoning:

- Re-enactment of Thought: The historian must imagine themselves in the position of historical
figures, trying to grasp their intentions and motivations.

- Historical Reasoning: This process is interpretative, driven by a chain of thoughts that link
causes and effects, beliefs and actions.

Steps in the process:

- Identifying the event or fact: Recognizing an occurrence worth understanding.
- Contextualizing: Placing the event within a broader narrative.
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- Mental reconstruction: Imagining the mental state of the individuals involved.
- Interpretation: Arriving at an understanding that explains the event through human motives.

The Nature of Historical Facts

Contrary to the positivist view, Collingwood emphasizes that:

- Facts are not raw data but are always embedded in a narrative and interpreted through human
understanding.

- The meaning of a fact depends on the context and the mental states of those involved.

History as a Science of Human Mind

Collingwood?s innovative view is that history is ultimately a science of the human mind, akin to
psychology but distinguished by its focus on collective mental processes and shared beliefs.

The Role of Imagination and Empathy in History

Imagination as a Method

Collingwood elevates imagination from mere creative fancy to a crucial epistemological tool:

- It enables the historian to reconstruct past mental states.
- Through imaginative empathy, the historian can understand why individuals acted as they did.

The Historical Mind

He introduces the concept of the "historical mind," which involves:

- Recognizing that historical understanding is rooted in mental processes similar to those used in
everyday reasoning.

- Appreciating that historical knowledge is about understanding past thoughts, not just past
events.

Empathy and Its Limits

While emphasizing empathy, Collingwood recognizes its limits:
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- The historian cannot perfectly know the past but can aim for a rational reconstruction.
- The process involves an active effort to understand, not merely a passive reading of facts.

Implications for Historiography

Critique of Objectivist Historiography

Collingwood?s ideas challenge the notion that history can be entirely objective. Instead:

- History involves interpretation shaped by the historian?s mental framework.
- The uniqueness of each historian's perspective influences the narrative.

Historical Explanation vs. Description

He distinguishes between:

- Description: Recording facts.
- Explanation: Understanding the reasons behind events, which requires mental reconstruction

and interpretation.

The Problem of Historical Causation

Collingwood emphasizes that causation in history is intertwined with understanding motives and
mental states, not merely observable physical causes.

Legacy and Influence of the 1946 Edition

Impact on Philosophy and Historiography

The 1946 edition of The Idea of History has profoundly influenced:

- The development of the philosophy of history, especially within British intellectual tradition.
- The debate over objectivity and interpretation in historical writing.
- Contemporary discussions on the mental processes involved in understanding the past.

Criticisms and Debates

While influential, Collingwood?s approach has faced criticisms, including:
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- The challenge of accurately reconstructing past mental states.
- The potential for subjective bias in interpretative history.
- The difficulty of applying his theory universally across different types of history.

Enduring Relevance

Despite criticisms, the core ideas remain relevant:

- In debates over narrative versus scientific approaches.
- In the rise of qualitative, interpretative, and hermeneutic methods in history and social sciences.
- For interdisciplinary dialogues between philosophy, psychology, and history.

Conclusion: The Significance of the 1946 Edition

The 1946 edition of The Idea of History stands as a landmark text that reshaped how scholars
conceive of historical knowledge. By emphasizing the centrality of mental processes, imagination,
and interpretation, Collingwood challenged prevailing notions of objectivity and scientificity in history.
His insights continue to resonate, inspiring ongoing debates on the nature of understanding, the role
of the historian, and the meaning of historical facts.

In essence, this edition not only consolidates Collingwood?s philosophical stance but also offers a
profound reflection on the human endeavor to comprehend the complex tapestry of the past?a
pursuit that remains as vital today as it was in 1946.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main focus of 'The Idea of History, 1946 Edition' by R.G.
Collingwood? 'The Idea of History, 1946 Edition' explores the nature of historical knowledge,
emphasizing understanding the intentions and mentalities of historical figures rather than just factual
chronology. How does Collingwood's approach in the 1946 edition differ from traditional histories?
Collingwood emphasizes the importance of interpretative understanding and the historian's mental
engagement with past events, contrasting with traditional approaches that focus primarily on factual
recounting. Why is the 1946 edition of 'The Idea of History' considered significant in historiography?
Because it consolidates Collingwood's philosophical approach to history, highlighting the importance
of understanding historical agents' perspectives, which has influenced modern interpretive history.
What philosophical influences are evident in the 1946 edition of 'The Idea of History'? The edition
reflects influences from idealism and phenomenology, especially the ideas of Kant and Hegel,
emphasizing the active role of the historian's mind in understanding history. How does the 1946
edition address the concept of historical causation? Collingwood argues that historical causation is
best understood through mental processes and intentions, rather than solely through empirical
cause-and-effect relationships. In what ways has 'The Idea of History, 1946 Edition' influenced
contemporary historical methodology? It has promoted the interpretive approach, encouraging
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historians to consider the mental and subjective aspects of historical figures, shaping fields like
social history and intellectual history. Are there any notable critiques of the ideas presented in the
1946 edition of 'The Idea of History'? Yes, some critics argue that Collingwood's emphasis on
mental processes may overlook material and structural factors, leading to debates about the
balance between interpretation and empirical evidence in history. 

 
Related keywords: history, philosophy, historiography, cultural studies, historical theory, intellectual
history, 1946 edition, historical methodology, historical consciousness, concept of history
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