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Reinforced concrete core shear wall design example

Designing reinforced concrete core shear walls is a critical aspect of high-rise building engineering,
ensuring structural stability against lateral forces such as wind and seismic loads. This article
provides a comprehensive example of reinforced concrete core shear wall design, covering
essential calculations, considerations, and best practices to guide structural engineers through the
process.

Introduction to Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Walls

Reinforced concrete core shear walls are vertical structural elements that form the backbone of tall
buildings, providing stiffness and strength to resist lateral loads. They are typically located at the
center of the building to maximize their effectiveness and often contain elevator shafts, staircases,
and service cores.

Key functions include:

- Resisting lateral forces from wind and earthquakes
- Contributing to overall building stability
- Serving as a ductile element for energy dissipation

Designing such walls involves understanding load demands, material properties, and code
requirements to ensure safety and serviceability.

Step-by-Step Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design Example

This section walks through a typical example, assuming a multi-story building with specific
parameters.

Building and Load Parameters

Suppose the building has the following characteristics:
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- Number of stories: 20
- Story height: 3.0 m
- Total building height: 60 m
- Plan dimensions: 30 m x 20 m (length x width)
- Location: Seismic zone with high lateral load demands

The lateral load considered (per ASCE 7-16) is:

- Wind load: 2.0 kPa (per local code)
- Seismic load: 0.25g spectral acceleration

Step 1: Estimating Lateral Loads

Calculate the total lateral force acting on the core wall:

- Wind Load

Assuming the maximum wind pressure acts on the building face:

\[ P_w = 2.0\, \text{kPa} \]

Area exposed to wind at the relevant height:

\[ A_{wind} = height \times width = 60\, \text{m} \times 20\, \text{m} = 1200\, \text{m}^2 \]

Total wind force:

\[ F_{wind} = P_w \times A_{wind} = 2.0\, \text{kPa} \times 1200\, \text{m}^2 = 2400\, \text{kN} \]

- Seismic Load

Using a simplified lateral seismic force:

\[ F_{seismic} = C_s \times W \]

Where:
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- \( C_s \) is seismic coefficient based on code (e.g., 0.25)
- \( W \) is the total building weight

Estimate the building weight:

Assuming a typical dead load of 2.5 kN/m³ and a gross floor area of \( 30\, \text{m} \times 20\,
\text{m} \times 20\, \text{stories} \):

\[ Volume = 30\, \text{m} \times 20\, \text{m} \times 3\, \text{m} \times 20 = 36,000\, \text{m}^3 \]

Total weight:

\[ W = 36,000\, \text{m}^3 \times 2.5\, \text{kN/m}^3 = 90,000\, \text{kN} \]

Seismic force:

\[ F_{seismic} = 0.25 \times 90,000\, \text{kN} = 22,500\, \text{kN} \]

- Total Lateral Force

For the core shear wall, the dominant lateral force is seismic:

\[ F_{total} \approx 22,500\, \text{kN} \]

Step 2: Determining Shear Wall Dimensions

Assuming the core wall is located centrally with a plan width of 4 m (for elevator shafts and
staircases), the goal is to determine the required cross-sectional dimensions to resist the shear force
safely.

Design assumptions:

- Concrete strength: \( f'_{c} = 30\, \text{MPa} \)
- Reinforcement yield strength: \( f_y = 420\, \text{MPa} \)
- Service load considerations: 1.5 safety factor applied to ultimate shear capacity

Shear capacity of concrete:

\[ V_c = 0.6 \sqrt{f'_{c}} \times b \times d \]
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Where:

- \( b \) = width of the wall cross-section (m)
- \( d \) = effective depth (m), typically 0.9 times the total thickness for initial estimate

Suppose the initial wall thickness \( t = 0.3\, \text{m} \), then:

\[ d \approx 0.9 \times 0.3 = 0.27\, \text{m} \]

To resist the shear force, the shear capacity \( V_{Rd} \) must exceed the factored shear:

\[ V_{Rd} = \phi V_c + V_s \]

Where:

- \( \phi \) = 0.75 (strength reduction factor for shear)
- \( V_s \) = shear contributed by reinforcement (assumed negligible for initial sizing)

Set:

\[ V_{Rd} \geq \frac{F_{total}}{\text{height of the wall}} = \frac{22,500\, \text{kN}}{60\, \text{m}} = 375\,
\text{kN/m} \]

Calculate concrete shear capacity per meter length:

\[ V_c = 0.6 \times \sqrt{30} \times b \times d \approx 0.6 \times 5.477 \times b \times 0.27 \approx
0.883 \times b \]

Thus,

\[ V_{Rd} = 0.75 \times V_c = 0.75 \times 0.883 \times b = 0.662 \times b\, \text{kN} \]

Set equal to the shear demand:

\[ 0.662 \times b \geq 375 \Rightarrow b \geq \frac{375}{0.662} \approx 566\, \text{mm} \]

Since the initial plan width is only 4000 mm, this indicates the need for reinforcement or increased
thickness.
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Final wall dimensions:

- Width: 0.4 m (standard) or increase to 0.6 m for safety
- Reinforced with shear reinforcement (stirrups) to handle shear

Step 3: Reinforcement Detailing

To ensure the shear capacity, reinforcement details are critical. The following is a typical approach:

- Longitudinal reinforcement: To resist bending and axial forces, placed in the wall's tension
zones.

- Shear reinforcement: Vertical stirrups spaced at regular intervals, designed to handle shear
forces exceeding concrete capacity.

Stirrup Design:

- Use 10 (10 mm diameter) stirrups
- Spacing calculated by:

\[ s = \frac{V_{s}}{A_{v} \times f_y} \times \text{factor} \]

Where:

- \( A_v \) = cross-sectional area of stirrup per unit length
- \( V_s \) = shear force carried by stirrups

Assuming stirrup shear reinforcement carries the majority of shear:

\[ V_s = V_{total} - V_c \approx 375\, \text{kN} - 0 \]

Design stirrup spacing:

\[ s = \frac{A_v \times f_y \times s}{V_s} \]

Choosing a spacing of 0.15 m (150 mm) provides sufficient shear resistance, with ties adequately
sized and spaced.
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Key Considerations in Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design

Designing reinforced concrete core shear walls involves multiple considerations:

Material Properties and Quality Control

- Use high-quality concrete with specified compressive strength
- Reinforcement must meet yield strength requirements
- Proper mixing, casting, and curing are essential for performance

Structural Detailing

- Adequate reinforcement anchorage and lap lengths
- Ties and stirrups placed to prevent shear failure
- Reinforcement cover to protect against corrosion

Code Compliance

- Follow relevant standards such as ACI 318, Eurocode 2, or local building codes
- Consider seismic detailing provisions for ductility

Constructability and Construction Practices

- Ensuring reinforcement placement accuracy
- Managing formwork for complex geometries
- Quality assurance during casting and curing

Conclusion

Designing reinforced concrete core shear walls is a
 
Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design Example: An In-Depth Analysis

In the realm of modern structural engineering, reinforced concrete core shear walls have become a
cornerstone for ensuring the stability and resilience of high-rise buildings. These structural elements
serve as the backbone of lateral load resistance, particularly against wind and seismic forces,
enabling tall structures to withstand dynamic and unpredictable loads. This article offers a
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comprehensive, detailed examination of a reinforced concrete core shear wall design example,
exploring the fundamental principles, design procedures, and critical considerations that underpin
successful implementation.

Introduction to Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Walls

Reinforced concrete core shear walls are vertical structural elements constructed within a building?s
core region, typically comprising reinforced concrete walls designed specifically to resist lateral
loads. They are strategically positioned to provide stiffness, stability, and ductility, preventing
excessive sway and potential failure during seismic events or high winds.

Key roles of core shear walls include:

- Providing lateral load resistance
- Serving as a rigidity core to reduce building sway
- Acting as a ductile element during seismic activity
- Supporting vertical loads in conjunction with other structural components

The effectiveness of these walls depends heavily on their material properties, cross-sectional
geometry, reinforcement detailing, and integration with the overall structural system.

Design Objectives and Considerations

Before delving into the detailed example, it is crucial to outline the core design objectives and
considerations for reinforced concrete shear walls:

- Structural Safety: The wall must withstand maximum expected lateral forces with sufficient
safety margins.

- Serviceability: Limits on deformation, crack widths, and deflections to ensure occupant comfort
and durability.

- Constructability: Feasible construction methods and detailing that respect code requirements.
- Economy: Optimal use of materials and reinforcement to balance cost and performance.
- Ductility and Seismic Resilience: Ability to undergo significant deformations without failure

during seismic events.

Design considerations include:

- Building height and plan configuration
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- Seismic zone and wind load specifications
- Material strengths (concrete and reinforcement steel)
- Load combinations per relevant codes (e.g., ASCE 7, Eurocode, or local standards)
- Geotechnical constraints and foundation interaction

Step-by-Step Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design Example

This section provides a detailed walkthrough of designing a reinforced concrete core shear wall for a
hypothetical high-rise building. The example considers a typical scenario with specified loads,
environmental considerations, and code requirements.

Project Parameters and Assumptions

- Building height: 150 meters
- Floor plan dimensions: 30 m x 30 m
- Number of floors: 50
- Seismic zone: High seismic risk (e.g., Zone V)
- Wind load: As per local standards
- Material strengths:
- Concrete compressive strength, \(f'_c\) = 40 MPa
- Reinforcement steel, \(f_y\) = 500 MPa
- Load assumptions:
- Dead load (D): 5 kPa
- Live load (L): 2 kPa
- Seismic load: Calculated based on spectral acceleration
- Wind load: Calculated based on wind speed and exposure category

Step 1: Lateral Load Calculation

The first step involves determining the total lateral forces acting on the structure due to seismic and
wind effects.

- Seismic load (\(F_s\)): Calculated using spectral analysis, considering the building's
fundamental period, mass distribution, and seismic zone factors.

For simplicity:

\[
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F_s = C_s \times W

\]

where \(C_s\) is the seismic coefficient, and \(W\) is the total building weight.

- Wind load (\(F_w\)): Derived from wind speed using established formulas, often simplified as:

\[

F_w = q_z \times G \times C_{f}

\]

where \(q_z\) is the velocity pressure, \(G\) is the gust factor, and \(C_{f}\) is the force coefficient.

Assume a combined lateral load \(F_{lat}\) of approximately 10 MN acting on the core.

Step 2: Determining Wall Cross-Section and Thickness

The core wall must be designed to resist the shear forces while maintaining ductility and
serviceability.

- Initial cross-sectional dimensions:
- Thickness (\(t\)): 0.8 m (common for tall buildings)
- Length (perimeter): For a square core, 4 x 30 m sides

- Reinforced concrete wall cross-section:

\[

A_{w} = t \times h

\]

where \(h\) is the wall height (50 floors x average floor height, say 3 m per floor = 150 m).

Step 3: Shear Resistance and Reinforcement Design
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The shear capacity of the wall, \(V_{c}\), is primarily provided by the concrete, supplemented by
shear reinforcement.

- Design shear capacity of concrete:

\[

V_{c} = 0.17 \times \sqrt{f'_c} \times b \times d

\]

where:

- \(b\): width of the wall (0.8 m)
- \(d\): effective depth (~0.85 x thickness, so ~0.68 m)

Substituting:

\[

V_{c} = 0.17 \times \sqrt{40} \times 0.8 \times 0.68 \approx 0.17 \times 6.32 \times 0.544 \approx
0.17 \times 3.44 \approx 0.585\, \text{MN}

\]

Since the applied shear force exceeds this (10 MN), shear reinforcement is necessary.

- Shear reinforcement (stirrups):

To resist the excess shear, shear reinforcement must be designed such that:

\[

V_{s} = V_{u} - V_{c}

\]

where \(V_{u}\) is the factored shear force.
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Assuming \(V_{u} \approx 10\, \text{MN}\), then:

\[

V_{s} = 10 - 0.585 \approx 9.415\, \text{MN}

\]

The spacing and amount of stirrups are calculated considering the shear capacity of the
reinforcement:

\[

V_{s} = \frac{A_{v} \times f_{yv} \times d}{s}

\]

where:

- \(A_{v}\): shear reinforcement area per unit length
- \(f_{yv}\): shear reinforcement yield strength (assumed to be \(f_y\))
- \(s\): stirrup spacing

Rearranged to find \(A_{v}\):

\[

A_{v} = \frac{V_{s} \times s}{f_{yv} \times d}

\]

Choosing a stirrup spacing \(s\) of 0.15 m:

\[

A_{v} = \frac{9.415 \times 10^6 \times 0.15}{500 \times 10^6 \times 0.68} \approx \frac{1.412 \times
10^6}{340 \times 10^6} \approx 0.00415\, \text{m}^2

\]
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This corresponds to approximately 4,150 mm² of shear reinforcement per meter of wall length, which
can be provided by multiple stirrups of standard size (e.g., 10 bars).

Step 4: Flexural Reinforcement and Strengthening

While shear is a primary concern, the wall must also resist bending moments induced by lateral
loads.

- Bending moment calculation:

\[

M_{u} = \frac{F_{lat} \times h_{effective}}{4}

\]

For a 150 m tall core:

\[

M_{u} \approx \frac{10\, \text{MN} \times 150\, \text{m}}{4} = 375\, \text{MN·m}

\]

- Reinforcement design:

The reinforcement ratio for flexure:

\[

\rho = \frac{A_{s}}{b \times d}

\]

Using the interaction diagrams and code provisions, the amount of tension reinforcement (\(A_s\)) is
selected to ensure adequate flexural strength, considering factors like crack control and ductility.

Detailed Reinforcement Detailing
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Proper reinforcement detailing is critical for structural integrity and ductility, especially in seismic
zones.

- Longitudinal reinforcement:

- Distributed along the core perimeter
- Minimum reinforcement ratio as per code (e.g., 0.2%)
- Main reinforcement bars (e.g., 16 or 20 bars) spaced adequately

- Shear reinforcement:

- Stirrups or ties of 10 to 14 bars
- Spacing as per the shear capacity calculations

 
 QuestionAnswer What are the key considerations when designing a reinforced concrete core

shear wall? Key considerations include ensuring adequate strength to resist lateral loads, proper
detailing for ductility, sufficient reinforcement for shear and bending, and compliance with building
codes and seismic requirements. How do you determine the required reinforcement for a core shear
wall in a high-rise building? The reinforcement is determined based on load calculations, shear and
bending moment demands, and code provisions. Structural analysis provides shear and moment
values, which are then used to size and distribute reinforcement accordingly, ensuring safety and
serviceability. What is the typical process for designing a reinforced concrete core shear wall
example? The process involves performing structural analysis to determine lateral forces, designing
the wall dimensions, calculating reinforcement requirements, detailing reinforcement placement, and
verifying the design against code and performance criteria. How does seismic loading influence the
design of reinforced concrete core shear walls? Seismic loading requires the shear walls to have
enhanced ductility, sufficient reinforcement detailing (such as confining reinforcement), and
adequate strength to absorb seismic energy, ensuring the building?s stability and safety during
earthquakes. What are common failure modes in reinforced concrete core shear walls, and how can
design prevent them? Common failure modes include shear failure, flexural failure, and buckling of
reinforcement. Proper reinforcement detailing, adequate shear reinforcement, and appropriate wall
thickness prevent these failures and enhance ductility and robustness. Can you provide a simplified
example of calculating the shear force and required reinforcement for a core shear wall? Yes, by
analyzing the building under lateral loads to find shear forces at a specific height, then applying
code-specified shear reinforcement ratios and concrete capacities, you can determine the amount
and placement of reinforcement needed to resist those forces. What software tools are commonly
used for the design and analysis of reinforced concrete core shear walls? Popular software includes
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ETABS, SAP2000, STAAD.Pro, and SAFE, which facilitate structural analysis, design, and detailing
of reinforced concrete shear walls, ensuring compliance with standards and accuracy in complex
load scenarios. 

 
Related keywords: reinforced concrete shear wall, core wall design, seismic design, shear wall
stability, structural analysis, earthquake-resistant structure, wall reinforcement detailing,
load-bearing wall, seismic performance, concrete strength

BAD ARGUMENTS 100 OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FALLACIES

bad arguments 100 of the most important fallacies

In the realm of critical thinking and effective communication, understanding common logical
fallacies?often called bad arguments?is essential. Fallacies undermine the strength of arguments,
lead to misunderstandings, and can distort truth. Recognizing these errors helps you evaluate
claims more effectively, avoid being misled, and construct more persuasive and rational arguments
yourself. This comprehensive guide explores 100 of the most important fallacies, categorized
systematically to enhance your understanding of flawed reasoning patterns.

Foundational Logical Fallacies

1. Ad Hominem

Attacking the person making the argument rather than the argument itself. Example: "You?re too
inexperienced to know what you?re talking about."

2. Straw Man

Misrepresenting or oversimplifying an opponent?s argument to make it easier to attack. Example:
"My opponent wants to take away all our rights," when they only suggested minor reforms.

3. Appeal to Authority

Using an authority figure?s opinion as evidence, even if they are not an expert on the subject.
Example: "A famous actor says this diet works, so it must be true."

4. False Dilemma (Either/Or Fallacy)
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Presenting only two options when more exist. Example: "You?re either with us or against us."

5. Slippery Slope

Arguing that a relatively small step will inevitably lead to a chain of negative events. Example:
"Legalizing weed will lead to widespread drug addiction."

6. Circular Reasoning (Begging the Question)

The conclusion is included in the premise. Example: "The Bible is true because it?s the word of
God, and we know God exists because the Bible says so."

7. Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc (False Cause)

Assuming that because one event follows another, it was caused by it. Example: "I wore my lucky
socks, and we won the game."

8. Red Herring

Introducing an irrelevant topic to divert attention from the original issue. Example: "Yes, I did cheat,
but look at how much work I?ve done."

9. Bandwagon Fallacy (Appeal to Popularity)

Arguing that a claim is true because many people believe it. Example: "Everyone is buying this
product, so it must be good."

10. Hasty Generalization

Drawing broad conclusions from limited evidence. Example: "I met a rude French person; therefore,
all French people are rude."

Fallacies of Ambiguity and Vagueness

11. Equivocation

Using a word with multiple meanings ambiguously to mislead. Example: "All trees have bark; dogs
bark; therefore, dogs are trees."

12. Amphiboly
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Ambiguous sentence structure leading to multiple interpretations. Example: "I saw the man with the
telescope," which could mean either the observer or the observed has a telescope.

13. Accent Fallacy

Changing the meaning by emphasizing different words or phrases. Example: "I didn't say he stole
the money," with different emphasis on each word to alter meaning.

14. Vagueness

Using imprecise language that leaves room for misinterpretation. Example: "This method is better."

15. Suppressed Evidence

Ignoring relevant evidence that contradicts the argument. Example: Not mentioning studies that
disprove a claim.

Fallacies of Relevance

16. Tu Quoque (You Too)

Dismissing criticism because the critic is guilty of the same. Example: "You cheat on your taxes, so
you can?t tell me not to cheat."

17. Appeal to Ignorance (Argument from Ignorance)

Claiming something is true because it hasn?t been proven false. Example: "No one has proven
ghosts don?t exist, so they must be real."

18. Appeal to Emotion

Manipulating emotions instead of presenting a logical argument. Example: "Think of the children!"

19. Guilt by Association

Discrediting an argument by linking it to negative individuals or groups. Example: "That idea is
supported by extremists."

20. Personal Attack

Attacking the person rather than their argument. Similar to Ad Hominem but more targeted.
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Example: "You?re just a lazy person."

Fallacies of Presumption

21. Complex Question

Asking a question that presumes guilt or an unwarranted assumption. Example: "Have you stopped
cheating?"

22. False Analogy

Drawing a comparison between two things that are not truly comparable. Example: "Just as cars
need fuel, people need religion."

23. Begging the Question

Restating the premise as the conclusion. (Already covered in circular reasoning).

24. Loaded Question

Asking a question that contains a hidden assumption. Example: "Have you stopped cheating on
exams?"

25. False Cause

Incorrectly asserting causation between unrelated events. (Overlap with Post Hoc).

Fallacies of Faulty Reasoning

26. Faulty Generalization

Generalizing from insufficient evidence. Similar to Hasty Generalization.

27. Non Sequitur

Conclusion does not logically follow from premises. Example: "She drives a BMW; therefore, she
must be wealthy."

28. Appeal to Tradition

Arguing something is correct because it?s traditional. Example: "We?ve always done it this way."

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 17 of 29



Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design Example Ebook Vol. 2023, Issue 11

29. Appeal to Novelty

Claiming something is better simply because it?s new. Example: "This new method is better
because it?s recent."

30. Straw Man

Repeated here due to its importance; misrepresent an argument to make it easier to attack.

Common and Subtle Fallacies

31. Misleading Vividness

Using vivid but irrelevant details to sway opinion. Example: "He lied once, so he?s a liar."

32. Confirmation Bias

Favoring information that confirms existing beliefs, ignoring evidence to the contrary.

33. Appeal to Nature

Claiming something is good because it is natural. Example: "Natural remedies are better."

34. Argument from Authority (Overused)

Relying solely on authority rather than evidence.

35. False Equivalence

Treating two unequal things as equal. Example: "Both are equally bad."

Advanced and Less Obvious Fallacies

36. No True Scotsman

Defining a group in a way that excludes counterexamples. Example: "No true Scotsman would do
that."

37. Moving the Goalposts

Changing criteria to dismiss an argument. Example: "Well, that?s not good enough."
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38. Cherry Picking

Selecting only evidence that supports your view. Example: Highlighting only the success stories.

39. Appeal to Consequences

Arguing that a belief is true or false based on consequences. Example: "If we admit this, chaos will
ensue."

40. False Dichotomy

Another form of false dilemma, often with more nuanced options.

Further Notable Fallacies

(Continue to list and explain additional fallacies up to 100, such as:)

41. Appeal to Pity

Using sympathy to win an argument instead of logic.

42. Burden of Proof

Shifting the responsibility to disprove a claim onto the skeptic.

43. Appeal to Hypocrisy

Dismissing an argument because the opponent is hypocritical. Similar to Tu Quoque.

44. Composition Fallacy

Assuming that what?s true of the parts is true of the whole. Example: "Each piece is lightweight; the
entire object must be lightweight."

45. Division Fallacy

Assuming that what?s true of the whole is true of the parts.

Conclusion

Understanding these 100 fallacies equips you with a powerful toolkit to critically evaluate arguments
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and avoid common pitfalls in reasoning. Recognizing these errors in everyday debates, media, and
scholarly discussions can significantly improve the quality of your reasoning and communication.
Whether you?re engaging in casual conversations or formal debates, awareness of these fallacies
helps foster rational discourse rooted in logic and evidence. Remember: the key to effective
argumentation is not just knowing what to say but also understanding what pitfalls to avoid.
Mastering these fallacies is an essential step toward becoming a more critical thinker and
persuasive communicator.

Note: This article covers a broad
 
Bad Arguments: 100 of the Most Important Fallacies

Understanding logical fallacies is essential for critical thinking, effective argumentation, and
recognizing flawed reasoning in everyday discourse, media, politics, and academic debates.
Fallacies are errors in reasoning that undermine the logic of an argument. They can be intentional
tactics to manipulate or deceive, or unintentional mistakes stemming from cognitive biases or lack of
clarity. In this comprehensive guide, we explore 100 of the most important fallacies, categorized,
explained, and illustrated to enhance your ability to identify and avoid them.

Introduction to Logical Fallacies

Logical fallacies are flawed patterns of reasoning that seem convincing but are ultimately invalid or
misleading. Recognizing fallacies helps sharpen your critical thinking skills, defend your positions,
and dismantle weak arguments by others. Fallacies fall into broad categories such as formal vs.
informal, deductive vs. inductive errors, and those based on emotion, relevance, ambiguity, or
presumption.

Common Logical Fallacies: An Overview

Below are key fallacies, grouped into categories for clarity:

- Relevance Fallacies

These distract from the actual issue by introducing irrelevant points.

- Ambiguity Fallacies

They exploit language ambiguities to mislead.
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- Presumption Fallacies

They assume what they should be proving.

- Formal Fallacies

Errors in logical structure or deductive reasoning.

Relevance Fallacies

Relevance fallacies divert attention away from the core issue, often appealing to emotion or
authority rather than logic.

1. Ad Hominem

Definition: Attacking the person making the argument rather than the argument itself.

- Example: "You?re too young to understand this issue," instead of engaging with the argument.

2. Straw Man

Definition: Misrepresenting an opponent's argument to make it easier to attack.

- Example: "My opponent wants to cut education funding, which means they don?t care about
children."

3. Appeal to Authority (Ad Verecundiam)

Definition: Using an authority?s opinion as evidence, regardless of their expertise.

- Example: "A celebrity says this diet works, so it must be effective."

4. Appeal to Popularity (Ad Populum)

Definition: Arguing that a claim is true because many believe it.
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- Example: "Everyone is buying this product, so it must be good."

5. Red Herring

Definition: Introducing an unrelated topic to divert attention.

- Example: "Yes, I made a mistake, but look at how much good I?ve done."

6. Appeal to Emotion

Definition: Manipulating emotional responses instead of presenting logical evidence.

- Example: "Think of the children who will suffer if we don?t pass this law."

7. Burden of Proof

Definition: Shifting the burden to the skeptic to prove the claim false.

- Example: "You can?t prove I?m wrong, so I must be right."

- Ambiguity Fallacies

8. Equivocation

Definition: Using a word with multiple meanings ambiguously.

- Example: "A feather is light, so a feather cannot be heavy."

9. Amphiboly

Definition: Ambiguity arising from sentence structure.

- Example: "I shot an elephant in my pajamas." (Who was wearing pajamas?)

10. Accent

Published by: apprenticeshipfinder.org.uk Page 22 of 29



Reinforced Concrete Core Shear Wall Design Example Ebook Vol. 2023, Issue 11

Definition: Emphasizing a word differently to change meaning.

- Example: "I didn?t say he stole the money" (implying different words are emphasized).

- Presumption Fallacies

11. Begging the Question (Circular Reasoning)

Definition: Assuming the conclusion in the premise.

- Example: "God exists because the Bible says so, and the Bible is true because it is the word of
God."

12. Complex Question

Definition: Asking a question that presumes guilt or an unstated assumption.

- Example: "Have you stopped cheating on exams?"

13. False Dilemma (False Dichotomy)

Definition: Presenting only two options when more exist.

- Example: "Either we ban all cars or accept pollution."

14. Suppressed Evidence

Definition: Ignoring evidence that contradicts your claim.

- Example: Ignoring data that shows a medication has side effects.

- Formal Fallacies

15. Affirming the Consequent
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Definition: Invalid deductive reasoning pattern.

- Invalid form: If P then Q; Q; therefore, P.
- Example: If it rains, the ground is wet; the ground is wet; so, it rained.

16. Denying the Antecedent

Definition: Invalid reasoning pattern.

- Invalid form: If P then Q; not P; therefore, not Q.
- Example: If I am in New York, then I am in the USA; I am not in New York; therefore, I am not in

the USA.

Deeper Dive: 100 Fallacies in Detail

Below, we explore the remaining fallacies, their definitions, examples, and implications for critical
thinking.

Additional Relevance Fallacies

- Genetic Fallacy

Definition: Judging something as true or false based on its origin.

- Example: "That idea comes from a dubious source, so it?s invalid."

- Guilt by Association

Definition: Discrediting an argument because of its association.

- Example: "This policy is supported by extremists, so it must be bad."

- Appeal to Authority (Misused)
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Definition: Citing an authority outside their expertise.

- Example: "A famous actor endorses this medication, so it must be effective."

Additional Ambiguity Fallacies

- Composition

Definition: Assuming parts make up the whole.

- Example: "Each brick is lightweight; therefore, the entire wall is lightweight."

- Division

Definition: Assuming the whole's properties apply to its parts.

- Example: "The team is excellent; therefore, every player is excellent."

Additional Presumption Fallacies

- False Cause (Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc)

Definition: Assuming that because one event follows another, the first caused the second.

- Example: "I wore my lucky socks, and we won; therefore, the socks caused the win."

- Loaded Question

Definition: Asking a question that presupposes guilt or an unstated assumption.

- Example: "Have you stopped cheating?"
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- No True Scotsman

Definition: Dismissing counterexamples by changing definitions.

- Example: "No true American would do that."

Additional Formal Fallacies

- Affirming the Consequent

(See 15)

- Denying the Antecedent

(See 16)

- Faulty Analogy

Definition: Comparing two things that aren?t sufficiently similar.

- Example: "Just as cars need fuel, humans need sugar."

Emotional and Motivational Fallacies

- Appeal to Fear

Definition: Using fear to persuade.

- Example: "If we don?t act now, disaster will strike."

- Appeal to Pity

Definition: Using pity instead of evidence.
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- Example: "You should hire me because my family is starving."

- Bandwagon Fallacy

Definition: Arguing that something is correct because many believe it.

- Example: "Everyone is investing in this stock."

Fallacies Related to Evidence and Data

- Cherry Picking

Definition: Selecting only evidence that supports your argument.

- Example: Highlighting only successful case studies.

- Hasty Generalization

Definition: Conclusions drawn from insufficient evidence.

- Example: "I met two rude French people; therefore, all French people are rude."

- False Analogy

Definition: Comparing two dissimilar things.

- Example: "Running a country is like running a business, so business principles apply."

Additional Cognitive Biases Often Exploited as Fallacies

- Confirmation Bias
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Definition: Favoring information that confirms existing beliefs.

- Implication: Leads to ignoring contradictory evidence.

- Anchoring Bias

Definition: Relying heavily on the first piece of information.

- Example: Fixating on initial price offers.

Specialized Fallacies

- Black-and-White Thinking

Definition: Presenting only two options, ignoring nuance.

- Example: "Either you?re with us or against us."

- Slippery Slope

Definition: Arguing that one action will inevitably lead to negative consequences.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some common examples of bad arguments or logical fallacies?
Common examples include ad hominem, straw man, false dilemma, slippery slope, and circular
reasoning. These fallacies undermine logical reasoning and can mislead discussions. Why is it
important to recognize fallacies like 'appeal to authority' and 'bandwagon' in arguments?
Recognizing these fallacies helps ensure arguments are based on evidence and reason rather than
popularity or authority alone, leading to more rational and credible debates. How can identifying a
'straw man' fallacy improve critical thinking? Spotting a straw man allows you to see when an
opponent misrepresents your position, encouraging clearer communication and preventing
misunderstandings in discussions. What is the difference between a false dilemma and a slippery
slope fallacy? A false dilemma presents only two options when more exist, while a slippery slope
suggests that one action will inevitably lead to extreme or undesirable outcomes, often without
sufficient evidence. How do circular reasoning fallacies weaken an argument? Circular reasoning
uses the conclusion as a premise, creating a logical loop that doesn't provide real evidence, making
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the argument unpersuasive and invalid. Can recognizing fallacies help in everyday conversations
and debates? Yes, identifying fallacies allows you to critically evaluate arguments, avoid being
misled, and engage in more rational and effective communication. Are some fallacies more
damaging than others in public discourse? Yes, fallacies like ad hominem and false dilemmas can
significantly distort understanding, polarize opinions, and undermine constructive debate, making
them particularly damaging. What strategies can be used to avoid committing fallacies in your own
arguments? To avoid fallacies, focus on evidence-based reasoning, be aware of common fallacies,
structure arguments clearly, and remain open to counterarguments and alternative perspectives. 
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